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,QERILAN mmllIHATIOB. CJIIIS .. :::- ~A.:.USC.mtIT_z AND Jll:jgW, 

lt u a het bqcmd denial ~lb the Oe,l'lllll.M haw dtlibiir.telT 
and .,_ta.:~ mrdered lli.Ui(J{U ot lnaooent c1fll.:l.a.n8 - J ... 
&ndi Chrbtlam. al1k:e - all onir ~ope• fld.a ·C8111Pd.1n ot "ttilTOI' 
8:l'ld bratlaU.t,y -.bich :le mrl)NCedont.d 1n all b:Lst0l7 and1 ll'td.cb 
•8?8'.D nOlt' ~e uaabat.d.1 ia pa.rt ot tba Genan plan to n~:Ju.. 
gate the, ft'M :peopl.H 0: tbe, 'W\Wld. 

So revolting and diabolical. ve, tbD ~ atroci.t,i-1111 tAat 
tbe llinu ot d'rillled people ftnd it ,dllficmlt to belina tb&t 
t,bQ'· have a~ taken plac:ie • Jm.t the gwe1'1118UII r4 tbe 
traited. Sta.tell and ot othel' ~l"U• ha.,. evidence id:d.oh cleu'q 
n.betantiates tm tacte. 

The, War Rerupe, Board 1tl engaged in • dt,perate et.tort to 
MW U 1181V' .q l)Oil!Hltb'le ot titilH''II intend.td ~., To faoil-, 
itate· 1tis ._ the Board bu repN.11ent&Uw,11 in ~ i,pota ta 
~pe. 't'baae repre.,entatJ.ve, have t.ated contact. t.braqhout 
Em-ope am ~HP th& Board. ~ adrised conoil"IWl8 the Oenian ua­ 
pa1gn ·O: e«te~tJ.on d torture• 

Raoe.nt~ tbs Board receiwd h'm: a NpNSentati.w c1oN to 
the seem t.n •ThwitneH acc<:JUni:11 ot tv9nte ldl!eh oceurrecl 1n no­ 
tori.OWII axtenldn&W.oa cape eet.a.ibliabed. '11,r the OerlM:DII • :TJw, :tint 
NP>'" ie bued upon tm uperlences or two· 7om11 S109Bk1an: .J..., 
wbo· 9aaaped 1n J.pl"ll.1 1944 afte,r SJending t-, ,-re 1n t,be Had 
cQOOllmtrat1on O&llPtl at wc:hw:l tlll ad Blm.nau tn eout,bwnla.te,m 
PolaPd.. !.be ••oond report ill made by a aoa-Jn!.eb N:1.ah Mjor, 
the oa:t,- imrviTor al one group :blpdeoaed at; AWlcbwlts. · 

'lba two repo,rta are, pnpan,d ind:epe•atlJ' a!ld an NJll"O­ 
duced e~ in the 1'01'II. tb87 1RJN l'.'foe:lm DJ' the· Wqo .Ret'agM 
Board, ucept f'o,r a t'ew delet1.orus necel!IINl7 for the J)l'IOteottoa. of 
per.om llbo _,. etill be ali'". The tigun11 cancend:ng ti. d,q 
or tha Jewiab o~ and the nmabeni at an and 1rall8n: adllltted 

·to tha two Cmiq:N!I camiot. be tMm1 &a •t·biflaatically eDCtJ ud,. 
in fact.,. are deal.a.red: by thl autho,n to be no 1&ore tun Nl.1alwt1 

appm;lllations. Tbq are accepted u 8UCh bf' the Board~ 

'lhe Board bas "'117' Nucia to 'beJJine tbat tbeH nporte 
pnse.nt a tNe picture of tll• f'r1gh\ful. happerd.ngs 1n t~se 
o.ps •. It ia making the nporba puhiic in the t1m cCJm'!.cUcn 
that tbay should be rud and! w:demood or llll Amerle8il\S. 
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THE EUEflHINA TION CAMPS OF A USCH,J ITl. ( Oswieciffl) • 

in Upper Silea:la. 



FOREWORD 

-------·-- 
i\oio yo1:lflg Slovak Jewa - whoae nanes lil:111 not. be di=iolDaed for 

the tiJne being in the int,arast of their awn safety - ba.vo been 
fortunlllte enf..ug\1 to escape .art.er spending two year:il in the eencen« 
t..ra tion camps of BI RXEN/~U, AUSarNI i"l, . end LUBLIN ◄~fol' W.N EK, where 
the,y- bad been deJ>0rted 1n 1942 :froin .'l)j)VAK!A. 

One of them was sent on April. 13, 1942 fl'lom the aHembl.y camp 
of SBLED dirently to AUSatWITZ. 11:nd then to BiflllNAUi while the 
other was sent .frm the c81!lp of uo·1AKY to UJHLlN on June 14, 1942 
and, after a. short stay there, transferred to, JliUSCH'i'lrT't:; and, later~ 
to BIUENJ,U. 

Tti.e following report w es not contain everything tooae two 
men exper·ienced. during their captivity, blJt only \,hlal.t ona o:r both 
together- undervi,ent1 henrd, o:r e:xperi~ced at first hand. !fo 
individual i.cnpr et..~ ions or j nu l\\lllllnt& are recorded and noth1n g 
passed on from hea:reey. 

'lhe .r•eport.. st.w•ta wi. th the story o.f the ;younu Je~ who waa 
enovo'd :from 5Mlll:D. b account of his experien ees in BlBiUl·rn,U 

begins at the time the second Jew arrived thare and is, therefore, 
sed on the stat.unent~ of both~ 'lhen follows. the indi vi.dual 

n.arrliti ve of tho ae oond Jew •ho l'jas sent f:rom. NO VMY to LlfBLIH 
and from there to ~USQl\'II tz. 

The declarations tally l'ith 3.ll the trUStYio.rthy yet frafJmm 
tary repol·ts hitbm·to received, and the dates given with re,gard 
to trans port1;1 to va1·ioUD cat1ps agree n tb th0 official reeol·d:e. 
'J'heSti i::tr.temenh can; therefore, be oonsid8l"ed 85 ootirel,y cr,erlible• 

-------- 



I. AUSCHWIQ, :Atm BlRKEN.lU 

On the ]3th April, 1942 (Jlt' gl'O.lp; consistillS o-f l,1.000 men, 
.a. loaded into rdlroad cars at the ae:~em~ ca,rip of Sl!'.RED, 
The doers ll8fe smtt l!o that noth:inc -1d reveal t~ dire,et-ion. 
of the journey, and l'lhen they wre opened after a .long while ~ 
realized that ffe had oroued the Slwak fro.nt.ier am. ·ttere in 
ZWARDON. Tbs wain had unt11 then been gna:rded by tainka JDml, 
but -.a nc• taken over by SS guards.. After a. few of tbs cars 
had been uncwpcled !r<mi cur convoy, we continued on our wey 
arrinng at night at AUSCHWITZ, llhere na stepped on a sidetrack. 
The reaaon tbe other oars -were lei't behind ffllll ap~ently t.ba• 
lack of room at AUSCHWITZ- Thay joined us., bomwrJ, a £ew days 
later. Upon urival 'Ml l'lere pl.aced in ron or f.'i.w and counted. 
There mre 643 of w.. After a 1mlk ot' a.boot 20 minutes nth Oll.r 
heavy packs (:we bad le.ft Slovakia •ll eqrlpped), • :reached 
the con01entr-at:lou camp of A.USCHllITZ .. 

~e 1i8N at once 1.ed into a hu,ge barrack ,mere· on the one 
.side • had to deposit a:Jl our luggage arul on th! oth~ si.-de 
compl.e tely un~e.as, leanng 0111r c1otbea and: val.ua.bl.es behind. 
Naked, m then p~oeeeded to an adjoining barrack ldlm'-8 oo.r 
heads and bodies 11el'EI shaved and dis int~cted in. th lysol- At 
the ex:tt everry man ,ms given a. m.unber which beg~ ldtlh 2s,EOO 
in consecutive order. lfith this ~r in hand lie. ,iere then 
herded to a thi:td barrack me:%'8 so-called registration took 
place.. This consisted of tattooing the rn.uliber5 llB had received 
in the second oorraclt on U» left side of oul" chests. The ex­ 
t.re11i8 brutality 111.th ,miob thts 11'88 effeqt,ed made many- cf us 
faint. The particulars of our identity 1'81"8 also recol'ded. 
Then li8 1181'8 led in groups of a mmdred into· a cellar, and. 
later to a bu'Taak 1'here • l'lE!re is:ro.ed striped pri.so.ners 1 
clothes and 110oden dogs" Thi& lasted until 10 a. m.. J.n tho 
afternoon Ollll" prisoner~t outfits 1118:re taken awas- .from Ufl ag:ain 
and replaced !by the, ragged and. ·dirlY remains or Russi.an wti.­ 
fo,rma. 'l'llml cqnpped we '1181'8 Jllal'.'cbed of r to BIRKENAU 

AUSCHmi.TZ ie a conc,ent.rat.ion ca.mt> fiol" poll ticru. prisoner:i 
under so-called 11tprotectiw, ou.stcody.11 At. the tinle cf II\Y wrrival.J• 
that is in April of 1942, toore 11!8:t'e, a.bout 15,000 pr:tsoners in 
the camp, tbs majority o:r 'Whom -,:re Pol.ea, Germans, and civUian 
Rl:lssians under prot.eoti ve eustoey. A sinall. numJ::ieat> o.f prisoners 
came under tlo oateg<>ries of crlJni;nal.s and 11110r.k-~'kers., tt 

AUSCHWITZ camp i,eadquarte:rs cont.rols a.t the same t1lm the 
YIOl"k-cwt\P of B!RKBNAU as l'l8ll as the farm lnbor camp or BA.IIIE.tiSE. 
A11 the prisoners 8.l"rlw first a.t AUSCl:ffilTZ .N they are pro­ 
vided 1111 th pdeon.ers r immatriQllation mmbers ~ then aI'le 
eitbel" kept tbeN1, sent to BJ:RKEN:11:U or, in ve'cy' stMl1 mlJJlbers, 
to HAllllENSE• The prisoners receive consecutive numbers upon 
art"i val. Every tllUl!ber is on1.f' used once so that the 1ast nunb&r 
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a.llllli.)'S •QOr.tesponds ·to the nW11ber of pr:uronel."IJ a.etu.ally in t.he camp~ 
At the t.ime o:f ow- et1capo, that 18 to say e.t the beginninK of 
Apri1, 1944, tlie nm.ber had risen up to 180,.00Q,. At the out~et 
the nunber~ were tattooed on the left brea1Jt, but later, due to 
their becoming blllJ'ted, on the left foreann. 

ill ptiisonars, ~rretipective of cateiory or nation.a.llty, are 
treated the sa111e • Ho,.ever ~ to f'aa1 U t.at,e 1.dent.i fi ca.t.ion, the;/ 
$1'8 distingllished by vil.r:tous ooloU!l'ed trimigbs sewed on the · 
clothing on the lilft breiu,t under t.he ;U1111atncul.ation nlll!lber. 
'ihe firat let.ter indicates the nationality of 't"he prlsonor. 
'lb16 letter (for instfmce 11P11 for Polet1) appears in tbe middle 
of the trianpe. 'l'he coloured triangle:, rui.vc thQ follo-wwg 
inearani:t: 

1 rad tdangle 

green 
black 

., 
I! 

pink 11 

violet 11 

poll uoal pr:l.!loners under 
protective custody 
profesaional Cl'iminals 
11dodgers11 (labor .5].a.ckera), "anti- 
i;;oci.!ll.s11 (~ot'ltly ~fiiMa ) 
hocnose;c:'llal.a 
rniilllben of the religious ~ect of 
11 Eibelfor u che1•11 

·nw Jewish pri=:ion:e:re differ frot11 t.be Aryan pri.floners in that 
thei.r triangle (which in tllie im.ajority of cru11cs is red) :iB turned 
into a lllcvid 1's star hy addin.g yello"W· points. 

Within the enclosur,e of the eanp of AUSCmUTL. there are 
several fact.oriea i a war production plant, Deutscher 
Aufrl!&tunEBWerk ( DMY), a factory bul.cmging to the KHUPP 
l'IOrk:s and one to the SlDtWS concern- 0utJ1ide the boundary 
of 'the canp is a tremendous plant- 00,teri.ng 1;1evera:l. e,quare: 
kilmeters named 11BUNA." 'lbe prisoners work in all the 
ro'o rB11le ntioned fa.ctcri.e lil • 

1he priso,ners' actual living quarters~ i! stich a tert1t r:iay 
a.t all. be us;ed, imlide the camp proper cov,e:r an aree of a,pproxi­ 
mat.ely 500 by 300 meters SUir'rounded by a doubk row of concrete 
po:;its about ) meters high 11hich are connected (boU1 1:rUlicde and 
outsi.de) with one another \cy' a dense nettd.nig of hit.ti-tension 
wires fixed into the post.a by insula:tors. Between theee tvro row 
o t: po:s tfl., st intervals of 150 metera, th:are are 5 me'1:.era h1gi't 
199.t.chtowers, equipped 'lfi th machine guns and a•e.archllghts. In 
front. cf ti.le inner high-tension circle there 15 turthe:r an ordi­ 
nary wire renee. l,lerely touehinm this fence is tUinered by 
a st.re8.111 ol bullets from the wat,chtoweit'th ~s fiJSteci 1tt· cal.led 
11the H.all or inner chain of sentey pos t:i. 11 'nle asmp it.a eli' is 
coinposed of three rows of howHiS. Be'tTileen the first. and suoond 
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row is the calJP street J and between the seaond and third there 
used to be a wall. The Jewish girls deported from Slovald.-a in 
Unrch arxi April., 19.42, over ? ,OCX, or them, lived in tha houses 
sepa.mted by th:ia wall up to the mddle of A-ugw,t, 1942. .uter 
these g;Lrl.:s had been removed to mflKElIAU, tho wall between the 
second and third rovr cf houses ;;as removed. The camp entry 
road cuts aero~:, the row of houses, llhile over the entrance 
gate, which i!I o! course al~ heavily cual'ded, stan&J the 
ironic inacription = 1'lfork brings freedom," 

At a. radius of some 21000 ireters the whole cattp is enc:1.rcled 
by a second line col.led 11the big or outer clnin of sentry posts" 
also with watchtaivers every 150 r.ieters. Between the inner am 
outer chain of sentry posts are the factories ard other workshops. 
The towers oi' the inner chain are only manned at night nhon the 
high-tension current is switched into the double l"01I' of nrea. 
During daytime the garrison of tm irater chain of untry posts 
is withdrawn, and the men take up duty in tbe outer chain. 
Escape throueh the::ie sentry posts - and many attenq;,ta have been 
made - is practically iJ::lpossible. Oetti.DB through the 1.mer 
circle of posts at night u completely imp~sible, and t 
tOTrers of the outer chain are so close to one another (one 
every 150 ~tera, i.e. g:1.vinc each tower a sector m.th 
a. ?5-r.cter ra.diUB to watch) thnt approaching UIU10ticed is 
out or the question. The guard.a shoot l'lithou.t warning. 
The carri.son of t:00 outer chain is 'Wi.thdrarm at twilight, 
but only ai'tar it has been ascertained that all t.he prisoners 
arc lfi.thin the inner circle. :U the roll call reveals that 
a prisoner is missing, sirens lllllediately sound tl"e alann. 

The men in the outer chain remain in their tower@ on the 
lookout, the inner chain is manned, and a systematic search is 
begun by hundreds of SS guards aw bloodhounds. The siren bring:i 
the whole surrounding countryside to a. state 0£ alarm, so that if 
by nd.racle the escapee has been ::mccess!'ul. in getting through 
the outer cha.in he is nearly certain to be caught by- one of the 
nurnerou:i German poli.ce and SS pat1·ols. The escapee iB !'urther- 
11\0l"fJ handicapped by h:is clean-shaven head, his :,tri.ped prisoner's 
outfit or red pate.hes seim on his clothing, and the passiven.ess 
of the thorou.ghly intimidated inhabi:tants. The mere fact of 
neglecting to give infonmation on the ~'hereabouts of a prisoner, 
net to speak 0£ extending help, is punished by death. Provided 
that the prisoner has not been caUflht sooner 1 the garrison cf 
the outer chain of sentry posts remains on the l'tatch :for three 
dlzy's and ni(Vl-ts arter which de~ it is presur.ied that the escapee 
has succeeded in breakins through the double circle• The follow­ 
ine night the outer gua.rd is ,,d.thdrmm. Ii' the escapee is caui;ht 
alive, ho is hanged in tbe presence of tho whole camp; but if' ho 
is !ound dead, his body - wherever it may haw been located - is 
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broueht back to camp (U, ia 1t&!S)" to ident.ify the corpse by meane 
0£ the tattooed nmber) and seated at tho ent11~811ce gatt1, a smell 
not.ice clasped in bi.s hands, reading= "Here I am.• lhrinR cur two 
years I iJnpri;som.ent many att~pts to escape 'lfe.re !llllde bf prisoners 
but, :with- the exc(jption of two 0:1· thl"ee1 all were brought back 
dead or a.live. It ie not known 'Whether the two or three <111 capees 
:wlto ,nrre not cau@h t actu~l.ly ma nuge:d to get. away. It can, bowev,er; 
be aeserled that. among the Jen who were deported from .SIOVAKIA 
to /,USCff!«I'l'Z or Bim:»IAU we are the only t'l'IO who were lucky enough 
to save ourselves · 

stated prev1,omily, we 'Were transferred from AUSOiWI~ to 
BllimAU on the da;y of our arrtvel. 

Actua:tl1 there is no such distrl ct H BIJIKENAU. 1::ven the 
1ord BIBKENAIJ h new in that it. has been •adopted" from the nearby 

!Sircb Forest. (O.H:EZIN6Kl)~ '1he district nol! called Bl~AU was, 
and is still, cal.led •wsKA11 by the local population. 'Dle met­ 
ing earip center of erroomAU lies 4 kil.ometera. dist.ant from 
ms aiWI'l.'Z. '!he out.er eon tro 1 zones of' bot.11 BlliKBIAU and AUSQIWI 12 
meet end are merely aepar..-ted by a raibay track. We nevc- fotmd 
anythi.ng out about NE\i-Bl!:RI.JN, probably a.tout 30 to 40 kl lometera 
a.way lihich, oddly eno\l:l!lh, we had to indicat,e 8.8 postal dist.riot 
for BI~AU. 

At the t.inte o.f our arrival in BtRKENAU we found there on)¥ 
one huge kitchen for 15:1 000 people and three stone buildings, 
two of which were completed and one under construct.ion. 1.be 
buil:dLngs Vi1ere surrounded by an o.rd1nary barbed wire fence. 'lb.a 
prisoners v.1eN housed in these building.5 and in others later 
constructed~ All are built acCX1rding t.o a stand.a.rd model~ Each 
beuse is about 30 meters long and 8 to 10 m,eten wide. ilhereaa 
the height. of the VIIU-1.s hardly exce eds 2 m.eterl;!, t,tte root ts 
disproportionately high - about 5 met,ers - so that the hou.&e 
gives the impression ot a stable 61,Jrmounted by a lar:ge hayloft,. 
There is no inner cai ling1 so that the 1'(l om ren ches a height ot 
7 meters 1n the center; in other words the poi.rited r~ofin g re:t1 ti'! 
dil•eetly on t.he four walls. nw: room is divided in two by 
a partition rumins its 'Whole length dol'llt the ntiddle and fitted 
,,.itb an opening to enable o(ml!nunicatton between the two parts 
thus I.epnrated. Along bo-t.h .sid,e inallc;, as nU as along the 
nci.ddle partition. two parallel noors~ tlelme 80 eentiJneters 
apart, have been built which are in t\U1li divided into small 
cell.ll by vert.i.cal parti tio.ns. 'lbus there are three !l.oort1 s 
t.he ground floor and the two built in the mde walls. Uo:mally 
hr ee people live in each c:ubicle. ls c&n be judged fron th 

c.imensions indicat.ed, these cubicles are too riar:row f<)r a. man 
to lie atret ched out and n.ot high enough for him to 1:1i t upright. 
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Tllore i5 no q~::itian of having c,mough apaca to stand upright. .Ln 
this v,~ scni 400 to 500 people are aoccr..moda ted i.n one house o,r 
11blook, ff as they .a.1,e also cal.led~ 

The present carap of BIRKBffiU covers an area of some r.seo by 
500 1Jetelt"S wldch is surr,OWldea - simile·r to ATJSCHi'i!TZ - by a ::10- 
calletl si:nall or inner chain of sentzy po~ts... Work i.a rum 
p,roce:eding on a still larger co..,wound l'lhich is to be added 
late1· on to the already exist:Lnu eaop. The pm-pc~e of tMs 
extensive p~ :Ls not kn0l'41 to us.. · 

Within c. :rad1.us oI 2 kUomotc:rs ~ ~s 1•1ith AOSCimITZ, 
BL'1.K~{At; 1.s also surrc,unded ey an o-.i:ter chain of sentcy poa~::: 
,'.11.th the s:.'l'me t:,'Pc of trntcll sy3Wr.! as at AUSCi'ii/ITZ 

Tho builrlinc;s we !ou."ld on our arri-ral had been erected by 
12,000 Ru.. sirul pri:Jcnen of war brought th9 re in Ibcer.l.be:r, l 941• 
!n sev•ere m.nter uea-ther they had to woirk tnier inhucian condl.,.. 
tion::i. ail a. r-e~ult of uhich mcst of 'tr.en.,. with the eJl'.oeption ct 
a. small nUJliber employed in t:i-.e ldt chen, diced o: eXposure. Th«J' 
we.re nUJr.bcroo :f.'rw. 1 to 12,00o in a se:ries l'lhich had no ccrmee­ 
tion tr,i.th the ordina..7 cim:ip tumibel"ll'.g systeI:! previously de&cribcd. 
rnenevm.' frosh convoys of lblssi.an pr:honcra a:rl'ived, they ,·rel"e not 
issued t.be current llUSC.ifi/I'fZ prisoner numbers, but received those 
o£ de<:fJae:ed: P.:ussians in the l to 121000 series. It is, therei'o:-e1 
d:i.fiicult to estimate hm1 m~ prisoners o.i: tJtl:s categoiy passed 
th rough the ca."jp. Apparent~ Ru:s:sians were trans:ferred ee 

.uscml'IT'l or BI~IAU en disciplinar.r groum.s from il'.'-e(;Ula.r 
pi-i-soner-of-t:ar camp:s. ~ i'our.d ,7ha.t remained 0£ tho R''ll::ISians 
in .i terrible ata~ cf destitution and nesleot Uving: ic tho 
um'in.ishcd buildill.g l'lithout the sli-&h,test protection agili.at cold 
or 11od.n. They died 11en l:l'lllsse. '' Hundred111 and thousanl,s of their 
bcrli-es werrJ bul'ied superficially, apreading a st,;:noh oi' pestilence. 
Later we had to exhmc Md bum the corpse.s., 

A week before ou:r arrival. in AUSCh'liITZ the first croup of 
Jews reached the cw,11n (the l','QJ.On were dealt with Hpare.tely and 

ce:iv,ed nunhers par·alh:l to those c!' the men; the Slovak wa.ion 
l"l!loe-ived sorial nmnbl:rs i'ra:i 1 to 8,000) lt.320 naturalized French 
Jews !ra:i Paris~ They were numiooi.•ed from 27, 500 amra.rds. It is 
clear, therefore, that bet;,1-e.fm this FNnch group and O'lll" convoy 
no other li.100 arrived in AUSUHITlTZ, ::iince r:e have a1ready' pointed 
ut that cur mimbers started Ni.th 2SJ 60Q. 1".'e found tho 700 Fl:ench 
Jmrs mo we·r-e still a.live :i.."IJ. terrible condition, the missing 600 
having died within a. ;-reel,:: afti:::ir their arrival. 

The fo1l0'i'line catcgorieo ~ere housed in the three cooplcted 
buildi.nEs t 
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• .. .. , co-icallod 11prom1nencia11: pro:ress:Lon; 

and old er Polish poll tJ. cal pri,scmers 11ho :were in ch 
Administration of th.e cmip. 

II. 'Ih.e re.nainder of' the fr,ench JOl'ls, namely some 700. 

l ■ The bl,3 original Slovak Jeyis to whom uore added 11 1·ew 
days later thi:rne l'4hO hnd been left at. Z1u~amN. 

IV. 'lhos e &uasians who 
unti11isbed buillli.ng ns well 
uimi.nished eo rapioly tliat as 
mentioning. 

era st.ill alive and bous1:1d in the 
in the open air and \v}io se nlJlllbers 
group they are scat' ealy \'IOl' th 

To get.her 1d th the r•atni.ng Buss tan prison ars the Ulovak 
Jews worked nt the construct.ion ot buildings, ;,hertras the !o"rench 
Jew!\! hnd to do spade wox-k. J\ft.er three days l :was orderud, t.o­ 
gether with 200 other Slovak Jews, to 1WOrk in t.he 0e1'tllm'I armament 
factories at .1tl1SGIJ!i'II '.l'Z, but ¥1e continuOd to ba housed in BI HK 
',Ye left. early in the 1110mins; returni.ng at r1:l.ght. and •.forked in the 
carpentry shop a.s well as on road construction, Our food con .. 
sis ted of one li t:re of ti:im ip .soup at miciday and 300 gr ams of bad 
bread in the evening. Wnl'ki.rig conditions were inconceivably hm-d, 
so that the mnjoricy of us, -weakened by star-vat.ion and the in­ 
edible f'oo d, could not stand it.+ 'llle mar tali ty uas so high that 
very da_t our gJ"OUp of 200 bad 30 to 35 dead. bl.any were simply 
beaten to death by tho overseers - the 11Capoa11 

- during work, 
1,ithout the s,lightest provocation. '!he gaps in our ranks caused 
by these denths were replaced daji.ly by prisoners from BiliKt!:NAU. 
Our t"etu:rn at niy,ht wos axtl'ernely painfu1 and dangerou.s, as \lie 
had to drag along ovor a diatance -of 5 kilometers our tools, fire 
cod, heavy calrlrons1 and the bodies of those who had died or had 
been ktlled durln,g the work ip_g • da.y. \li th these heavy londs \'118 
were forced to m.aintain u brisk pa,ceJ, and anyone incurring the 
cii,spleasur-e of one of' the 11Ca.posn "iw c.r-uolLy knoeked dolffl1 if 
not hentan to death. Until tho arrival of the seoond group c 
lovak men S·ome 14 days later, ,our original number had dWincllod 
to 150, At nieht we wer~ countad1 the bodies c.f the dead 11ere 
p-iled up on nat., na:rrow-gn:uge car,l::i or in a truck and broug'h·t to 
the Birch Fe r!J'I> t, ( Bn:i!Z:t:NSKY ) where they Ti'Di"e b:urnt1 d 1.n a t.ren ch 
several. meters deep and nhout. 15 meter.fl long. Evecy da'.Y on o-ur 
ay to work 'H 11tet a lfO'I'k:ing pm-ty o! 300 Jewish girls fro111 
.ovald.a '"no were, employed on 5toll1Ild iwork in the vicinity. They 

were dressed in old fuurnian uniro.rtn rags Wld »-ore -wooden ologa 
Their heads were shavl'i.lll and, un£ortutmte1y, ,,e could not speak 
to them. 
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Until the m.tklle or ~, 1942, o. total or four convoys of 
c J8l1s from Slovakia arrived at BIRKEHAU and all. received 

siail.a.r treatr..lnt t.o ours. 

Ol'l the i'irct and :, eoond transports 120 men wrc chosen 
(1nclu:i1nl; ieyself) and placed ,3t the di.:,posaJ. of tho admld.stra 
ion 0£ the camp of AUSCJfii'ITZ, Vlhich Yins in need o.f doctors, 
dentists, intellectuals, aJd clerks. This croup consisted of 
90 Slovak and JO French Je,ws. A:J I had in thB mcantilw i,anagod 
to nork q,· -rrey up to a ao<:d position 1n BIRruSAU - beine 1n 
comnand o.f a croup of 50 r:ten1 ~hicb had brougJ,,t me considora.blc 
advanta.ee - I o.t first felt reluctant to leave for AUSCHIUTZ. 
However, I wns finally perouaded to go and left. After oit;ltt 
iqs, l.8 docto1-s and a.ttondlltlts as l'tell as three i'urther persons 
uere selected from thi.s group of 120 i.ntellectlnl:i. The doctors 
were used in tbe "sick buildillg11 or t•hoepital'1 a.t AUSCir.llTZ, 

·hile ne ~hree were sent back to mRY.ENAU. My two comrades, 
~iala:v DraUI1 fror.1 Tmnw and Oross fr0t:1 Vrbov~ (?), both of 
':Lhom have since died, 'l'tere sent to t.he SlQvak bl.ock whi1e I TtaS 
ordered to the F:rench section l'l'hol"C we were cr.iployod at collect­ 
ine 0pcrsonal data" and at 11nursinlr tho sick." The relil3in:1.nc 
99 pcl':Jons were sent to wol'k in tJ1e ~ravel pit mere they nll 
died vl'ithin n. short time. 

Shortly tllerea~er a :io-call.ed "sick-building" (K1·ankonwu) 
,,a::; ses up. It \'ta.3 destined to becoce t.he nuc.~ dl-eaded 11mock 7u 
whero at i'irst I via:. chief attendant and l.ater adtl1nistrator. 
The chi.cf of this 11intil"IJl.!ll"/n •w.i;i o. Pole. Actually this building 
was. nothing else than an ~asembly centre for death ca.ndidatee. 
ill prlsonors inco.pc.bl.e of workins 11ere scmt thero. There l'laS no 
Q:Ue:ition or .o.ny oodical attention or eare, \7e had sooo 150 dead 
daily mid their bodies were sent !or c.:reoation to AUSCW.iU'Z. 

.t the same time tho no-call.ed 11selactions11 were introduced .. 
ce rreekl.y, Uonda;rs a.nd Thui·~d~:., the caop doctor ind1ca.tod 
number or pr:1.sonc!'s r;ho ,Tero to be gassed an:i then bumed, 
ac 11se1octecs11 1¥0re loaded into t:nicks and brour;ht to the 
reh Foro:;t. Those still alive upon arrival r.ere so.o~ed in 

o. hie barrack erected near tho trench used for burning ti 
bcxlio::1. The weekly 11dra!t" 1n dead .from 11Slock 7" \m5 about 
2,000, of ,mllr.l l,200 die,J oi' "natural death'' and about 000 
t!1rough 11seloction. '' For those who had not been 11aelected'' 
a dcnth certificate naa 1ssmd and sent to the central adminis- 
ra.tion at O!W-IIENDUnG, Wh9l"eas for the 11selectaea11 a special 
re&i3ter wao kopt ,nth the i..'ldicotion 11s.a.11 ("Sondorbehandelt11 

.opceial treo.t~nt). Until Jo.nmry 15, 1943, up to which tim 
I wac adcl.niatrator of 11Dlock 7n nnd therefore in a po:iit1on to 
dircotl,.7 observe happcnin~:;1 00a=1 50,000 prisoners died of 
"natural den.th'' or by 11seloction·.11 
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previowly descri.bod.; the pr-i.soner 11 •ore nunbarecl 00 ,n­ 
HcUti vely to that we are a,bJ.e to reconst.ru.e,t :fairly cleuly 
their order of aucce&&ion and the fate "1hich ootell each 
i1E1;parate conw.1 on arrival 

~e first. mal.e Jemah transpo.rt NaclJ1ng AUSCHMTJ., f'or 
BUJ(DIJ.U was composod, as mentioned, of 1,320 nat'l!ll'nUzed 
French Jewe ba.ortng appl'.'Ofl!l&telY the following nunbe~a s 

2'7 • 400, - 28,. 600 
2.CJ,.600 - 291600 In Jlp,ril., 1942 the fil•st convoy of 

Slovak Jew15. (olll' convoy). 

29 .6100 - 29 •· 700 100 men (Aey:et'US) from varioui; tX,noant.r.a .. 
tion camps, 

291700 - 32,?00 3 complete convoys of Slov~k JC'.ntv, 

,:a, 700 - 3):1.100 400 prol es n0m1l cnminal.B ( Aryans ) fivm 
'larsaw priaon.s. 

3'.),100 - 35,1000 1,900 J.ns from Craoow. 

35; 000 - ;6, 000 1,000 ~oles ( uyana) - pol1 Ucal prt soners~ 

36,.000 - 3?,300 In 1.1.ayt 19.42 - 1,3.00 S1ov.nl( Jews from 
LUBIZH4!.AJUlll'UiK. 

:,7,3,00 - 37,900 600 Poles (Acy&no) mm RAWlil, omone•t 
them a few Jna. 

371900 - 38,000 100 l'oles .from the oonc,Mtrat1on cup of 
DA:CHAU. 

,s.,ooo - 38,400 400 French naturalized Jews. who arrived 
with their families. 

'lb1a 11h0lc convoy consisted o'f 11.bou.t. 1,000 individual.s or 
·whom ap;JW't«imat.ely 200 gir lG and 1.00 P1en ir;ere am! t.ted to the 
canp1 11hile tt.e remaining 1,000 persona (1l'Olllen, old people, 
children AG weU as men) ure ser:t. Yd tihcrut f\11'ther p,rocedwe 
tr<n the r-ailro8d aidinE directly to the Bir-ch Jorest • and ~ere 
ga~sed and burned. F¥'omc ttl.18 mom.en t on all. J am.:iih ecm~OZfll were 
dealt. lf,'.iUl in t.lm s.0Eu1 manner. Approx:btw.tely 10 percent- ct the 
;;.en and 5 percent of tba women were all,rtted to the ,caaJpP and 
tlle Nma1n1ng menti era weTe :unmedia te ly gll.ased. 1hhl pro cuss of 
u.te-nnirtation had alr,endy been applied earlier to trie Polish Jew&. 
nrtng long !1l0nths1. '11\:1.tbou.t interruption..; trucks. brouS}'lt tho~ands 
or J8Jlle from the various II ghettos 11 diro ct to the pit in tha, 
11 Birkemtald 11 
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1 ... oo S·OO nat\ll'all 2: ed F1· 
or the COIIVOY was 
gasaed. 

39,200 - 40, 000 800 Po leis (Arya,nS) ~ political. pri.sorl! 

01000 - i.C,150 1:50 Slovak Jew,ti nth their f(illl.illtis 

Outa1de er a .group of ;o girls ae 
tC1: t.ha l'IOIHll e l!i ~• ail other ll\C®ers 
w~re g.eas:r;d 1n the Bil" ch Forest. Amo:ng 
tha lSO men 'lfho came to cemp there we,re 

certaiq Zucker ( Chi"iti, tlc.-.n rnll!le unknown ) 
and Sonnensc.hein, Vlllani, botb from 
Eastern Slovnld.a. 

40,-150 - 43,BOO J.ppro!lC"..mat.el.y 4,CQO Frcnim naturnll~ed ~aw ..... 
alntoat el.1 intell.ectuals; l,000 l'l'Oun were 
diNeted to· the women• fl camp, 'l'lhl le the 
bt!J.ance of abo\l.t 3,000 persons 'Ji'Bl' 
tn tho u.sual manner. 

t.3,€,0J - 44~ 200 400 Slovak Jns ft·om UlB.LUJ, including 
'etej Klein and ~. 438201 i~eiloch t.au.i'ttl" 
trcm ~ta.rn SloVBld.a. Thi!! convoy 
arrived on Juna 301 191,2. 

~.,200 - 45,000 200 5J.ovnk Jews. 
i.; 000 peraons4 A number of 11iolll8n wert'I am, 
:to tbe women1s camp,. the re6t gaased in t: 
ireh Wood. Alnong t.he prisoner,s sent to 
~ Yier-e: Jozer Zelmanovic,. Snina - 
Adolf Kahan, Bratislav6 - WAJ.t.e1· ?teichmc1.nn~ 
Suenny - E4lt.her Kahan, B1·ati~lava. 

t,S,.000 - f+7 ,GOO 2,.000 Frenchmen (Acy ms), communi6t8 and 
cth.tir political. pri.somrr-s·, amo.ng whont werre 
the broth.QT of 'l'ho~ and tha young brother 
of Leon BlUJT•• 'l'he latter -...,as at.rociousl~· 
tortured1 than ~a&~ad and burned 

;/, 500 ·- 4? t El 00 .\bout 300 1.0-call.ed Ru1;1$l;ma undsr' pt"O­ 
teat.i ve cu.stod¥. 
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48:t )00 - 48,620 

49, 000 - 64, BOO 

64.,goo - 65, ooo 

6~, 000 - 68, 000 

71, 000 - 80, 000 

320 Jews !ran Slovald.a. About. ?O gi:rl.s wer 
t.:ranef'erre:d to the V1cmen' B canp, the .remainder, 
ome, 650 people1 g1u11ed. in the Bi.i-c:h 'llood. '1h18 
convoy 1ncluiled about 80 people who bad be,en 
handed over by the Hungar-:Lan police to the camp 
of SSRMD.. Others from this convo~ ltere, 
Dr. Zolian Mandel (since deceased) - Holz 
(Christian na:n:e Wlknown) J butcher !rom: Pies tally,, 
Hclos .Fngel, Zilina: - Chaim Katz, Sniuo, (his 

vd.fe and 6 children we~e gassed). 

15,000 naturalized French,, Bel.gi.an,, md Dutch 
Jm,s~ 'l"h!.s figlJil'e certainly represents leu 
t.han l.O percent of the total convo:, ~ 'Dlifl was 
between JulY 1 and se11tember:_15. 19;44. t,ar,ge 
family convoys arrived £rom. var:Lous European 
countries and were at once directed to the 
Birch Wood. The spec1al squad ("1S9nde:rkomm.ando") 
en:ployed for gassing and burning llOrk:ed in day and 
niSht. ahifts.. Hun.dreda of thoU&and131 ot Jews wa:re 
gassed during this period .. 

200 Slovak Jews. out or t.b:is t.ranspoi-t. about 100 
women ltere am.it ted to tha caa p ,. the ;rest of them 
gassed and bu:rned. Among the nmd:,y arrived '118:t'ei 
Ludwig Kat.z, Zilina - Avri Burger,, Bratislava - 
PopJ:ad (wife dea.d) - 1.tikule.a St.einor, Povazska 
Bys tr:ica - Juraj Fried, Trencin - Buchwa1d - 
Josef &aanwassor, East,em Slovakia - Julius 

:,euman, Bardejov - Sandor Wertheimer, Vrbove 
W.si Wertheimer, Vrbove •- Bala Blau, Z~line.. 

Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews. 
Hot more than l, 000 1101111;!(1 lileJ"e ·•aelected11

' and 
sent to the canp. 1he othera1 at. the lowest 
cstma.te· 30, 0001 were gas.sed. 

a tural.iz ed French, Belgian, and Dutch Jm,s. 
The prisoners brought to the oanp, hardl.y 
rep:res en t 10 percent of the total t.ransport. 
A con.seJ"vative estimate would be that 
approximately 6 5, 000 to 70, 000 persons were 
,gaased ... 
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on Jcms. th.I ~- 

'i'hc ll!C':n belon.i!..-i.: to t.ba "~poei:11 ~q,Ull.cl6 l1v 
llap.,.r:i tely. On (lccatmt of the d.:road!'ul Sr'JC)ll ~i,,Ad by 
t!lc::1, pOQp.lo hti.tl but little c0:1t:1ot nth th~.. Boc;\.dOJli 
~i:.i:, \~a?:"c .u,roys 1'.'llt.n;,1 i:lmiti.tu,h; lnli' tdln MIil c.-ctrao~ 
nari_ly brutnl a.ml ruthl.0113. lt ,m.c not w,c or.rnon to oe:e ~ 
o£ thlm ktll another. This mi.c cons:l.dercd by th!! otlmra 
c lilcm/l .lttion, a ch:mflO■ On!! :sil:IPl¥ reoonfed that. nlll!ljbc:,~• 
~o...an.'1--:so hild <tied. 

c~ l waa an l'lya-'itltnMs r1hcm :11 Y0WIJl li'olish Jevt narod 
Joo::ial dm:1.GMt.mtcd ~11cientific~ tim·der an ti Jmr in the 
pr~::mnc{! o! a:n SS GWrd• Ho used no l;'.IC~on, f:!Cl"ely h1:J ban 
MDJ::1, 'lio !till lwl •rictia. 

!!a. ea J 000 t.a.l'k, tl.i? t.'ei,1M 
n.•tion a1' tlxl l'o.ll.ah Khllt.t.-:6~ 

ao,000 - !35,0CO 11.p~roidmatcly- 5,000 Jmii: lroci Vllrla~ shettog 
1n LII.JA'.ii\ - ll/l'i:OW - ZICIII-.J:O J - LOlW1 ~ GilOl!lO 
!ll:AlCCiTOt:. 

r, or !Ully ;□ di'.({~ truc,.;:-oon'lloy:!I art-ivcd 
,-r.itf1.crut 1nt.orrupt.ion. Only s~ooo per.ions 
i\U"C ::11:nt t:..a t.~ conc~nt1·:1rt1on i?.:L"ll ~ 
the ot!lo1·s ll'l}r,c ea::u,ed ~t once , 1'1.te 
".:ipec:iru. aqu11d11 ~~ctl in l.t.'O ehti'ts, 
~ hours cku.ly am was a1;C!a:r-C'Cl7 {tble t.o 
C!lJlO with thtt ['M:lin{: ll!Yl l>1.t1'1Wtj,!• l'li thou I; 
~.ag;;c r:i.tinc 1 t ~ be asd.d tr~t cut. of 
1;llc 1:1e convoy□ WT.Jc BO; C,JO tc. JO, 000 :-~ ooi vad 
11:;paci.tl tre.a.:.cont. 1' !'hc:ic t.mnlll)W't:i al c;o 
l:l<~ellt. :l.?1 ll C:(IJll!i,]m•ahlo OQ')l'lmt of ::1011.E!Y; 
'lru.uablo::i, .::al pt-ccl.c:u., :rti:1:.-::.:1. 

1$,000 - 92,Ll:xl 6~000 Jmro tr~ r:;m.:010, J .- .... ~'TOK 4ml -- 
WI 'lidll 1111 11000 nt"lan Polc::i. ·roo oajorl.t 
oI the Jcrrl.Dll c.on:ro:,a -re directly (fnsse<l 
am daily ibaut 4;1Y.JO ~lcm•::; Tf#Ql'tl cirbmi mto 
t:.hc ~11 clnll t:oi::,. 
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.,ai ting room on the noor belotr. From t.l\m:'o a. door and a ffinf 
stGps le ad dmm into tho very long and narror, gas chamber. 
Tho 'l':'alls of this chambar nre also camoufl.aged TI'i th simulated 
entries to short0:r rooms in order to mislc,ad the victw. 'lhe 
roof is fitted vd th tnreo traps which can be hermeticnlly 
olo:i&d from tho outsido, A track leads ~:rom tho gas chamber 
toward.a the furnace room.. The gassing takea pl.ace as :f'ol.low8: 

.e unfortwiate victims are brought into ball (B) where they 
are told to undress. To compl.ote tho fl ction thnt they are 
~oing to bo.the, each person rece1.ves a towel and a small pa.ace 
of soap issued by t'TtO ffl(ln clo.d in white coats. Then they e,re 
crorrded into t."le gas chamber (C) in such numbel:"S that t.."lere 
is, of cour88, only swndi.ne room. To co."llpross thi1:1 c~,d into 
the narrov1 space, shots are o!tcn fired to induoo those ~ 
at the far end to huddle still cl.oaer toi:;other. ,:lhan evecy'oody 
is ins:i.do, the heavy doors are c1oeod. Then thM'O is a short 
pa.use, prosumabl;y to au.ow the room t~a. ture to rise to 
a certain lavel, after which SS mon m.th g~ msks climb on 
the roof, open the traps, and shake down o preparation in 
portdor form out of tin cans labelled 11CIKL0?1" ''For use a,goin3t 
venm.n, u Thlch is roanu.factured by- a llambllrg concern. It ~ 
pru3Wl1£ld tha.t this is a LICYAJlID8' 1 mixture of some a:>rt mioh 
t·.irns into gas at a certain tempora.ture • After thrae Dl1.mltes 
ovm-yone in tho chamber is dead. Ho one is kncmn 1.o have 
survived this ordeal, although it was not Wl.cC1Dm0n to discover 
signs of life after tho prilllitivo me:l$1l'es 8111Ployud in the · 
irch Wood., The chamber is then opened, aired, arx:I. the 

t•special 5quadn carts the bodies on !lat trucks to the 
furnace rooms where the wrn:Lng takes place. Crematorl.a III 
and r1 ,,'10rk on nearly the, same principle, but their capacity­ 
is on1;r half as large. Thus the total capacity of tlte i'our 
Cl'l):llating a.nd gassing plants at BIRKENAU amount:, to o.bout 
6,000 daily. 

an prl:ncipl.e only Jews are gassed; Aryans very 3>81.dm., as 
they are usuall.y' given "'special treatment1• by shooting. Before 
the cremat-oria ,'faro put bto service,. the ciiooting took place 
in the Birch V/ood o.nd the bodies lf8re burned i.n the long trench; 
la.tar, hovrover, executions took place in tho large hall. or one 
of tho crematoria \"lhioh has been provided with .a special. inistal­ 
lation for t.hio purpose. 

Proird.nant guests £ram nERLlH wore present at the i.nav.gurat.ion 
or the fi.rst crematorium in llarch, 194:3. 'lhe 11programn consisted 
of t.l:le gasGing and burning of B,000 Or&cOTt Jem,. The guests, both 
o.i'ficers an::l civilians, wero ext.remal:, satisfied with the results 
and tho special. poepholo n tted into tho door of the gas chamber 
was i.n constant use. Thay were lavi3h 1n their praise of tbis 

rJ.y erected installation. 



- l? - 

10}, 000 - 119,000 At t:m beginning ot Merob, 190, 4,, 000 JelJ8 
,u-r,i ved mm s.alonil::1... 10,000 cf thQ!l came 
to the e~p, im~ll!ldinc a 8m(Ul percentage 
of the women; aome 30,000 OOl'leve:r ,umt 
s tr11.igh t to the cnmati.ng eotab11£tmant. 
Of tm 10, 000 near]¥ all died a ahort time 
later frotO. a contagious i llnu B nHmbliq 
m.alari.a. 'Ihe;r aho died o-f t11>hu due to 
the general. condltione p.r-evail.inll: in the 
camp. 

Malaria anong the J8il'e and t.iPhwl took 11udl toU anons the 
prisoners in gseral that the 111sel(ict.ions11 were t«iporn.rily 
suspended, !he QOntM.inated Greek Jews wel'e o.rdered to pl'esent 
thnl.e:elvee and in 8p:1te of our repented wiillr-ninga m8JQ' of them 
did. 'lhe~ 1WtU"e aU · killed ey 1ntracardial phenol 1.nje ot.tons 
adni:nistered by a lance-corporal ct the medLca1 corps. 

Out of the l.01t 000 Greek Jns, some 1,000 men remained aU ve 
end •ere later sent, together ll'i th 500 othet J0110, to do 
fo rtillcation work in Warsaw.. A :tn weeks lat.er several hundl"ed 
,cane back in a pitiful state and we:H illnSdt.Lat.el,7 guae:d. 'ihe 
rma:indel' preaUMlbly died 1n \l'ar11u. Fou hundred GI'ieek d'ew8 
&ufl'el'in,g from mal.a.rta were a,m.t tor Pfurthel' treatmst• to 
LUBLIN alter the phenol injections bnd been 6topped, and it 
appears that thef aotual.l;r srri ved. '!heir fate iG not known to 
Uf3.1 but it can be taken for granted that out of the origlnaJ. 
number of 10, 000 Jl;ffls not one eventuall,y remained in the camp. 

Shtultaneously 'Id.th the stopping of the Hselectiona11 the 
llllll'de:ri.ng of' pr1-Bon.er8 was forbidden. Prominent murder,era :such 
·ai;i: tw Baich Clerman prof'ess1.onal crim:nab ilex.mder Neumann, 
Zilllma.r, Albert. Ha13111.111.erl.e, &di Ostering~r, Bldi &chert, and 
the pollt1cal prisoners Alfred. li&n and Atols Stahler~ uro 
puni.ehe,d foT repeated mur&,r and had to mako written declaration 
tmi t they had ldlle d so m d so ~ pri:5oners - At the beginning 0£ 19 43 the po 11 ti.cal. section of 
/;,tlSCffnITZ. received SOO, 000 discharge certifioate,s end we thought 
wt th ill-concealed joy, t.hit at least a. few of us would be 
liberated. But the forms were silnf)ly .filled out 'With the nemes 
or those gassed and filed 8way in the archive:B •. 

119,000 - 120,000 1,000 Ptllefl (Aryans) :from the PAWIAK 
pen1 ten tiacy 1.n Waraaw. 

120,000 - J.23, 000 1~000 Gree.k Je'NS.t part. ot ~bO:m ,1ere .:ient to 
replace their oomrades in War1:1aw. 1h8 
remainder qui.ckl7 died ot'f • 
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123,.000 - 124,000 1,000 Polos (Acynns) fr'Ora RAOOM o.nd 
TARNO\Y. 

124. 000 - 126,000 2,000 £ran r.dxed A:ryan convoys. 

In t.he r.ieantime, coaseless c00voys oi' Polish and a !en Fronch 
and Belgian JeTt:3 arrived and, without exception, wore d,i~tclEd 
to tne gas chambers. Amonc thern was a transport of 1,000 Polish 
Jews !I'O.Cl ~lEK which included throe Slovak:s;, one of whom was 

certain Spira from Stropkow or Vranov. 

'£lE fiar, or convoys abruptly ceased at the end of July, 194' 
and there l'las a short breathing space. The cresnatoria were thor­ 
oughly cleaned, the i.n.s'tal.lati.om repaired am prepared for 
.furthor use, On Aue;ust J the kilJ.:Lne cach:l.ne again wo.nt into 
operation. The first convoys consisted of J8WS from BE!TZBUID 
an.d S0St:0711TZ and others .followed durinB the ld\ole ll'JOnth of 
A~t. 

132,000 - 136,000 Only 4,000 men and a vc:ry small nw:iber 
of w0r.1en l'tere broueht to the camp. Over 
35,000 were gassed. Of the aforementioned 
4,000 men, r.ia.ey- died as o. result of 'ce.d 
tNatmont, hungor or illness; soee were 

en murdered. The main responsibility 
for these tragedies lies with .tbs cri.Jninal 
TY!f (a Ueich Gennan) fi'lom. the concentration 
camp or SACHSOOJA.US.D1 an.d the PoJ,i.Bh pol:iti.cal 
prieoner ne, 8516, L!i.eczis.1a.v KATERZlHSKI, 
from •;ora.rsm,. 

The 1'selections11 were :introduced again arxi 
this time to a rourderous extent, especinlly 
in the wanentn ~• Tho cm:tp doctor 
an SS 11Ha.i.q:,tstu:tmf'filu·or11 and the son or 
nepl'fe1r of the pollco preaidont of Eerlin 
(\le rorcet his nai:io) outdid all tho othera 
in brutality. The selecti.on system. has 
been continued ever :since, until our escape. 

YI, 000 - lJB.,000 At the end o! i\ue,.ist 1,000 Palco came fr-0 
the PAWIAK prison and. 80 Jemi i'rom Greece. 

1;81000 - U+J,,000 J,000 men from variol.l:I Aryan tranaports. 

11+2.,000 - 145,000 At the beginning or September, 1943, J,000 
Jews arri.,,ed from PQU:m lrorkin~ camps and 
m.ssian priaoners of nr. 
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l.A8,.000 52,ooo JJuring the waek follow~ Septeraber 7, 
194:3 family trnmporta or Jews arrived 
rom THEl~IEUSTAr.tr. They enjoyed quit9 

an excopti.onal. st.t1.tm which was :1Jl,com.- 
p :rehemli ble to ua, The fur.li.1ioa l'mre 
not separated a.M not a single one o!' 
them received tho cus.toraa.ry and !tn0l'nal'11 

aa~ treat:rent. 1'heir heade l'tere not eV'en 
shaven 1 they wel'e able to keep their 
l~gage, and WC:lro lodr,ad in a .separate 
ooetion o,f the caq:,~ men, women and 
children togetb:11·. The nen wore not 
rorc:ed to t,ork and a school was oven 
set up for the ehi.ldren under the 
direction or Freet, mRStH (1takabi, 
.Prague). They were all i:rned to corre­ 
s,pond i' reel¥~ The worst. they had to, 
undorgo 1~ns mstrcatraent nt the hands 
of their '1co.."'1p eldest, 11 a corla:in pro­ 
fessional criminal by tl'Je nam cf 
Arno m, pri.aoner 110. s. OUr 
a.~tonishmsnt inc1ieased l'lhen we l~rned 
or the official indication gj_ven to 
this s~eciaJ. transport; 

119511 - tra.Pl3part oii' Cz,ech Jews with 
six r.ontllll • quarantine - 

iie ver:, "1'1ell knew what 0SB'1 meW'.lt 
( osondcrberu:mdlune:11), but could not 
uru:ier:stand tho long period of s:ix months' 
quarantine mn the aeoorall_y clmoont 
t rea. tfilent. this grOl(lp recei votl. The 
longest qtmranM.ne period wo had ,rl.t­ 
nessed so far ;;as only- three weeks. 
T07rards the cnl or tho six months I poriod 
hovtove r,, \W becane convinc ml thnt th" rate 
o£ these Je,'IB would be the smno as that o! 
'1'.o:it or the other:;; - the ga!l clw.:ib1n•~ We 
tried to ~ot in touch 1d Ui the lcador o! 
this eroup and o~lain tooil· lot and: umt 
they h:lc to expect. SOl"..o of thelll declarod 
( especially Tre ~- iiCl!SCli \"'1110 seemed to onj oy 
the i'ull coni'iaani::e o.r hu. campanioru3) that 
if au r roars took shape they ,,.,ould organi.zc 
l"eiltistance. ThWl, ~oc:ie or then hoped t o 
imlti~a t.e .i. general revolt in tho c:ll'll). 
Lla.rch 6~ 1944 1·,e h.cllrd that the cro?IPtori, 
··:are being propnrcd to rtlceivo the Ctech Jow:::;. 
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I hastened to Worm Fredy llIIlSCH and 
begged · hffl to talce immediate action a e 
they had nothing to l osc. He mpl 
t.hat he re cogni.~d his duty• Dofor e 
ni,ghtfall. I again crept over to the 
C~ech ca.qi where l learned that 
Fred;y HIRSCH was dyirtB; he had poi- 
soned MJnseli 'ft.I.th lumd.nol. The no'Xt 
day,. l!a.reh ?, 19M, he lf'3./'I taken, un- 
ccns ci..ous, alons: Yd th hi.8 3, ?~l cm.mdes 
who rad arrived at BIRKm>lAU on September 7 t 
1943 on t,rucks, to the crematoria and 
~a:JsecJ. 'l'.he y01mg people went. to their 
death singing, but to our great diaap­ 
pointment nobody re"tolted. Soine 500 
elderly peopl.e had di.ed during quo. rantine .. 
Of' all these Jews only U twiml: wero left 
al.in. Th~ are being subjected to various 
M dical. tests at AIJS Ci!WITZ, and l'lilen 1re left 
mmtmrAU they were still ali w. Moni; the 
gassed mi.s Rozsi Ft:JllST, :from SJ:llED. A l'feek 
before tm gas si.ng, that is to :Ja,y on 
JJarcb l., 1944, eve:JeyQne in the Czech group 
in the cai:np had been asked to inform his 
Nllati"V"es about hi.s well being., The l.ettera 
had to be dated March 23 to 251 1944 and 
they were requested to ask .for food parcels. 

15J,OOO - 154,000 11000 Foli,sh Aryans from the PAVIAK 
pcmi tentiary. 

'· 

155,000 - 159
1
000 l)lrin,g October and HoveillberJ 194J, 4,,000 

persons .froJI\ various prisons and s]Ba].le r 
transpoil:"ts of Jews i'r'or.t BB!llZBURG and ri cin- 
i ty, liho had been driven out of their hid:in~ 
places,;. al.so a group or Russians under pr 
tecti ve custody from the l!INSK and. VITEllSK 
regions. Some more RIJ.5sia:n prisoners of war 
arrived a:od, as sts:.ted 1 they as \ISUBl ro eei ved 
n1.1mbe:rs between 1 and 12 ~ 000 

160~000 •- 165,000 In Decemool', 1.9431 5,000 oon originating froi 
Dlltch, French, Delgian transports and, !or the 
fi nt time~ It~ian JEO'.ts from nm.m:, 1'RlESTE 
ant.l ROME. Of t.l~se at lea.at 30,000 were immedi­ 
ately gaB sed. The mortaU.ty among these Je 
waa veT,Y hig}l and1 in addition, the 11se1eetion11 

syatem 'W.'l st.ill. do•cima ting .:i.l.l ranks • The 
~ial:i:ti/ of' tm whole procedure reached its 
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eul.l:la ttnc p ~t bet178en Januaq 10 and 24, 19,44 
whe:n ever. , ~ and heal t?ly persona 1rrespecti w 
oi' profes-si.on or tmr',d.nr, elassi.rlco.t:i.on - with 
the ox;ception o:£ doctors - were ruthlessly 
"selected .a'' 
!:.'Verr:y single prisoner uaa cal.l.ed up, a. strict 
control was es to.bl ished to aee that all non> 
pres.ent, and the iiselect:Lon" proceeded under 
the superrls:Lon o.r the ::ro.rne cacp doctor ( son 
or nephew of the p,011.oe President of Bii:rlin) 
and of the Comandant of BIRKENAU, SS 
11Un.terat:urm.rllJU"er11 SCIOVARZHUBEP... The 
11 inil:rmar,t" hGd in the moontin:D been t,rans­ 
rerr,;:d from •1m.ock ? n to a separate seot~on 
of the e&Jp wooro eondi tions had be come quite 
bearable. It5 ~tes 1 ne'V'erthelcas, were 
gassed t.o the last man. Aparl from this 1p·oup ,, 
thia .gona-81 action co~t eoJ:i9, 2,;oo, men and 
ow r 6,000 WOlilm'II their lives. 

l6S, 000 - i6s,ooo On J)ec,emoor 201 1943 a f,J.rl.her croup of 3,000, 
Jews lUT'i ved r:rcn TlillRES.IENSTADT. The convv 
was listed under the sane ca.tecoey as: tl\o one 
ffl'li ,ch had reached the c~ on. September 7, 
i.e. 11SB11 - transport~ Czach .Je-,m. '14th :s;l:..x: 
months' r:a,uarantine... · On too i:r arrl.Yal, men, 
WQ;\el\ a:.nd children all joiJled the Septeo.be:r 
gro,up,. They w:iJqyed the same pri vile Bes as 
their predeoeasore.. 'henty-four hours bo£ox-e 
the gasaUIIJ of the firs.t g~up took place, 
the latcat arnval:, rro'.l."e separa.ted f l'<:m the 
reat and placed in anotbal r pal:'t of t:he camp 
wbere t,h.ey still are at present. Their 
quarantine en.ds on June 20, l:9,44,. 

169.000 - 170,,000 1.000 people in small croups, Jem1, PolesJ 
and Russinns under proteeti vo custoey. 

l?OJOOO - 171,000 11000 Poles and Imss~ and a nucoor of 
YuEcslaw. 

71,000 - 174,.000 At tho end of Febrm:r:, and bc.~inntnc a£' lfarch, 
'.hOOO Jami i'roIJ Holland, Balgium.1 and fer the 
fi.rs:t ti~ lonc-esta,blished n-ench Jaws (not 
natural :!.zed) . .fran VICHI, in Franco~ The 
greater part of thin t tnnSPOl°t ,tas P..8.S::icd 
immodia:bcl;y upon al'I'ivw. • 
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Small grOlJPlil of li!lNZ EURJER an:l sostlO.i'ITZZR Jews, ·who had been 
drae;aed frca hiding, UTived :i.n the middle of 1llrcll. One of them 
told .me thD.t many Pol..i,eh Jen wen: crossing over to Slovakia an:! 
i'l"om there to Hmiga~ w t.bat the Slovak Jews helped them on 
tJleir W$j!' throwgh. . 

After the guoing of tho THBIWIDSTADT transport there were 
no further arrivals until March 15, 1941.. The effective st:rongth 
of the camp :re;p1dl.J' dimlniShed and men of later inccming trans­ 
ports, especially Dutch Jen, were directed to the cam,p. When n 
left on ~pril 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys ot Greek Jews 
were expected. 

The camp of llIRmaU C•O?UJi~ts of three building areas. At 
p,rose:nt only' sections I and II are guarded ~ the inner chain o•f 
sentry po.sts, Whereas section III is still under ,c,onat.ruction and 
wunbabited.. At the time of our departure :trom the camp (the be­ 
ginning ot April,1944), the tollm.ng eategortes of prisomrs · 
were in. BIRKDAU: 

.Section I (Wcmen •a concentration camp) 

.slov • Jns other Jew:~ 

Ia and Il> app. JOO app. 7,000 app. 61000 In addition to 
the ,300 Sl.ovak 
Jevlisb girls, 
app. 100 are 
emp].qy•ed in 
the administra­ 
td.on buil.ding 
of AUSCJfWITZ. 
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Seot49,n II (Woman• a Concentration Camp) 

II.a Quaran­ 
tine camp, 

IIb Jns f"rm 
'l'HmESIEN­ 
ar.AD'r 

llc At present 
uninhabd:bed - 

IId ltStamilage~ S8 

IIa Gypay camp 

2 app. 200 

- 
" 6.,.ClOO 
11 4,500 This is the N- 

=aind.er ot some 
161.000 gypsies. 
They aro not. used 
for work and die 
off rapi~. 

SOO The six Slovak 
Jews are all an­ 
ployees of the 
buildi_ng J namalyi 

No •. 36,83,2 Walter SPrrDR, block eldest trom, . NELfBOVAJ' 
came to LUBLIN from B:mKENAU. 

11 29186:7 Jo.zef NEUIUNN, (11ov&rsee:r'1 of the ncorpae, crn°) 
from. SNINA 

it 44,989 Josef ZBWNO'JIC,, 11etat.f0 tram SHINA. 
- Chan KlTZJ' •a;taf'f"' from S:IDQ.. 

• J0,.049 I.udwis soowm, "cl.a!'~' fl-om. KESMABEK . 
" 32,4(17 Ludrdg EIBEUSTAD?Bll, tat.taoist. .trom KRBJB>AOHY. 

... 

,6 

II 4,000 

- 

l.,000 

a.pp. soo, Ona of the t,ro. 
Slovak J'awu ia 
Dr. Andreas 
IDJLJER tram 
Podolinec 
{block ·eldest)• 

- iii.th a s,ix months' 
quarantine+ 

- 
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The internal admin11trati0n o! the camp of BIRXENAU i,s run 
by specially selected pri.aonere. The 11block8• are not inhabited 
cc:ordi.ne to nat1onallt1ee but. Nlther scoording to working cate­ 

gori.es. Each block ia supervieed by a staff' of five, 1.e., 
a block eldest, a block recorder,. a malo nurse. and two attendan~a. 

He woa.rt1 an arm band with the number of hi8 black, and 1a 
responaible for order there. He luUI po11'8r over lite and death. 
Until February, 1944 nearl.1' 50 percent. of the block eldest& were 
Jews but this was stopped by order o! BEliLIN. 'lhey all had to 
resign with the exc.epti.on of three Jewi, "bo, 1n spite of this 
order, wer~ able to keep their posto. 

The block recorder 

He 1.a the block eldelit I a right hand, doe.a all the ci..t-ical 
l'jork, keeping the index cards and rec.orda. Ki.s work 1a of gl"'88.t 
roaporuiibility ant he has to keep his ledgers ~dth painful e,xact­ 
itude ea the, index cards onl,y indicate the mmber and not the 
name of the prl:soners; errors are fatal. For- instance, if the 
re corder ha.is noted down a d.eath by mistake - and thie otten 
occurs '11th the unusually high mortal! ty - the discrepsncy ia 
simply strRightened out by killing the bearer of the correspond­ 
ing number. Co:rrP.ctiorw are not admitted. The block recorder 
occupies a key poet which 15 often mi1:1U8ed. 

tiursi.r,g and n room" du:ti tt8 

Th~ consist in keeping t.be inaide of the barracks olean and 
carrying out small manual jobs in and around the block. Of course 
there is no question or really tald.nc care of the sick. 

The camp eldest supervises the whole cainp; he is also 
e. prisoner. This post is at present held bya 

Frsnz IM'\NISCH, No. U,182, a political prisoner, from 
KONIGSH~Tl'E, Upper Silesia. He is undisputed master of tho 'fthole 
camp and hB8 power t.o nominate or cli.affliz:ia block eldeets and block­ 
r~corders, hand out jobs, etc. 

Further we have a 11chief recorder" whose position is und:>ubted­ 
ly one of the mPSt powertu.l 1n the camp. He is 1n direct contact 
1th cauip headquarters, receiving their orders "1d reporting on all 

mattere. All camp recorders are directly subordinated to him and 
have to su'anit all their reports to him. The chief recorder cf 

11CJ:JIA U is : 
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Ka81m1r GORK1 No. 311029., a Pole from. VIAMATI, a former 
olerk, .. 

The sqprOl!le oontrol OWf' the blocks lies 1n the hands ot 
six to eight •block lea&ra, 1t al1 SS men. Ever.v mght thQY hol.d 
roll cQ.111 the reault of 1dUich 18 comnumicated t;o; 

The Camp Lender1 "'Unterst~X"• SCH'irARZmmm, 1'rom the 
Tyrol. This :L'ldividtwl. is an alcoholic and a sadist., ·Oirer him 
1 s the eamp comm.a.nder 'l'lho· also controls AUSICHl'JlrZ ffll8l'\B then, 
1:, a sooond :,ubo,rdinate cotn!) 1eadar. The comp commander' a nme 
is: HOESS. 

'l'ho Chief' 0·1' a. wo:rk squad or group is called tba 1tC:a,p0.0 

During ~k the 1tcapo11 has full anthoriey> ovw his group cf 
pr150nm-s and not infreqwmtly one o.f theso "Capoait kil.l:J a man 

>r'king undel' him. In larger equada t.1lere JD.8iY ib8 several "Capoa11 

lfflO a;i,e then under the ord~s of a. ncapo-in-ch:Let., 1,1, At first 
there "8're !llWlY Jerri sh 11Capos,,. but on ordor from l3mLIN pro- 
bi bi tea their being anpl..oyed. 

Supreme cQntr<ol over Y10rk is can-1edl O'llt b,. German 
pooialists. 

,an JWle 14, 1942 Y18 left M<JlkX"i; passed. tm'Ollgh ZILINA and. 
arrl T.1$1: ai.t Z'i'rARDON tQTl'Sl"dl 5 o' clock 1n the evem.n,g. w~ l1'8re 
assembled, oo,untedi and SS men toQk over our convoy. Orte ·Of these 
~ voiced bis surpriso a.t, the fact we bad made the jo\ll'IICY 
wit.:,,,out ,rat.er by shouting: 11Thoae Slovak bal'liariam., give them 
nc watorl 11 The, j ou.rnoy contimted and ,ro l."eaChed lJlBLifl t'10 daiYs 
l.a.ta:r., Here the following ordo!I.'.' wu is61led = 11Tho543 .ti t i'or Yl0 tk 
aged h<Jb01m 15 and SO .are, to lea.ve the ,em-s. Cbildl"a:n and ol.d 
people ranm:.n." na struggled out of the froi,ght car aid dis• 
oo'lf&reel t.hat the station was ~ 'Qy Id.th~ in 3S 
unif'om:s., all. amed "'- tn auto:matio pistol.a. The cars containing 
the children and ol.d peopl.o nre iJJmedi,ateJ..y elosed an.di the trai.n 
moved on.. We do not kn.0\'I '\fflero they' TN8D.t and 'flhat happened to 
thm.. 

The S.S troop leader in co~ ini'olll18d W!I thlt we bad a long 
way ahead ·O.f us J tut thnt lfflOevet' "'8llted to take bis luggage with. 
him could do so. Those 1'l'ho prefen:'ed to pit it on a tl"llck would 
certa..inl.:y' receiw it J.ater. So some of as dragged along our 
lu.ci::gage,, mereaa. others loaded it on the -truck, 
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Dahind the; tar;n atood n clothing f.l,ctory col.l.ed the 
11Bekl,eidllllg:SY,erkie.• In the oourty8)"d md tine for th.sir noon 
meal soino :ilooo prisoners in dirty striped cl.othinc, cbv.Lously 
JovrS, wo,r,e lined up and tho sight of thom -rru none too encolll'­ 
aginc:. Arriving on a. small hill we auddedy sighted the wst 
barrack cwup of W.JIWlEK elU't'Ounded by a J--meter--hip;h. barbed­ 
,tlro £em::o. Ho 111ooncr had we gone tlwo,~&h tho en~oe, gate 
than I met a pc-bonel" who ,mr-ned 1118 that all OU!:' pel'acnal 
bcl.O'nginga rrould be taken away-. ~ow:ad ua ,st,ood Slovak Jews 
in n vn-etcboo oondition, :their b~ shaven, in dlrty prison 
olothH and woodon clcg11 or simply bar~!'ooted, mai\:!," of thml. 
na•Jing swollcm !'eet~ They bogged, w, £or food Ol'd TI8 g8!W thEn 
Vlha:t wo could sp&'e, kncwi.ng V'(fcy' m)J]. that everything ,iould: be 
conf:i~oated anyway. 1Uo wet"e then c:onductcd to tho stock room 
,·.-here ,,,a had. to 1ea.Vlo n~ 'l'i8 posscssecl.. A:t double time 
Tie l'r8I'O barded into anothl:ll:' barrack ylhere Tr8 had to i.mdress; 
,wl'c shaved, mid ft!. '!len a shower. Aft.er this wo were i:Jsued 
convict outfits, ;t00den clogs and caps. 

I ,-.as assiped to "'l'IOtld.nc section No. 211 as the whol.e 
camp TltW di.v.idcd into three ~ch sect.ions separated~ 'l'li:re 
fences. Saotion rio. 2 was occupied by a mmiber of' Slovak 
and C:z.ecl1 Jews,. For two full do;ys we "'8i'e taught how to re-­ 
move and put on our caps lfflen we met a German. Then in the 
pourinc r,ain we prac t;i.oed roll cell.ing fo,r hours. 

The barrack accommodations 1'1'8l"fi' quite original. to uq the 
le.ast. 'l'hroo lone tables (nearly a.a lon6 as the barrack itsel.£) 
lia.d boon plac,ed one on top of the otber. Tha~e comprised. our 
11bWlks11 (4 :f'loors of t.hen, that is e;round floor pl.Ul'l the three 
table~)• A Sl'!l.a.l.l. pas:11e.ge 'l'rnS kept open aLong the v.-alls 

ow:- food consi~ed of a fm.rly thiek 11aouplt early in the 
morning \'.'thich had to be oaten '1'0:.th tho band.a. ":Ht got tho same 
a,oup ac.ro.n at lunch~ 'Ehe evenil'.lg meal. cOl'Wiated of a br8'\1' ca:ncd 
Llte~J n 300 Cl"mru:l of ba:d bread and aome 20 to JO ~ams of ~€!lade 
o:r clrlitiici,al. fat of the .,,"Orat qualj,ty, 

:reat importance was attrlbuttld during the first !'fflf days to 
the leQl.'lling: of the, 11camp scnc:.•t Fw hcurs wo stood sing~: 

J'r(III, the ,mote or Europe came 
·e Jews to Lublin 

Muclt work has to be d.one 
And tbis is ·the boginnin£t. 

To monase this duty 
Fbrget all about the, ~ 
For in i'Ul.fill;ment of duty 
'I'hm•o is cOlt'lln\W.ty+ 
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Th.8l"8!'oro on to work id th viRour 
Let ewryone play his part 
Together 1f8 want to 1VOrk 
At the same pace and rt¢hm. 

Not all ,d.l.l understand 
Wey we stand here in rows 

o se 11lU9t ff9 soon torce 
To understand its meaning. 

Modern times must teach us 
Teach us &ll along 
Thnt 1 t is to work 
And onl,y to -nork we belong. 

Therei'ore on to 1'0rk with vigour 
Let everyone play his pa.rt 
Together 17'0 want to ~rk 
At the same pace and rhythm. 

(Thia is a literal. translation or the .song). 

,.'forking sectio.n No. I 118.S occupied by Slovak J81'1S 
11 11 n, II u 11 " Slovak and cscen Jew3 
11 u II III " " 14 Partisana 
11 11 !Jl & V was being built by the Je,rs of Sectors 

I & II 

The Partisans in sectden m nre locked up in their barracks 
,rl.. th.out having to work and their .food was thrO\m at th.em as 

' they had been dogs. They died in great numbers in their over­ 
crowded barraak3 aid were shot a.t the slightest excuse by- the 
guards who did not dare vantuni too near th 

The l1Capos" nre Reich Germans and C~echs; 1'hereas the 
Germans were brutal, the Czeohs holped Vlhoo:-evor they couJ. 
Tho camp eldest ·was a gypsy fr<.n HOLIC by the name of GALBAVY .• 
His adjutant., o. Jew from SERED called MI'ITLER., certainly Otied 
bis post to his brutal actions. He took full advnntage o.f the 
})OW8l" conferred upon him to torment tJlC9 Jews "llhoJ as it was, 
alr~ had their full ahai-e ~ hardahips. Tho evening roll call 
brought us lllOre brutal treatment ~om the SS men anrl £or hours 
we had to stand in the open arter a hard daY4 s work 5nd sill5 the 
11canp song.11 A Jetd.sh orchestra 1oade:r lT3,a forced to conduct front 
the roof' of one of the barracks. This was the occasion of much 
h:Llarl ty among the SS men. 
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IDnease.o inm;cased as a rfiliuJ.t o:f the bad i'ood and intolct·• 
11 ving condi t:Lort$ ~ Sertoua Bt01::tach trou. bles Md a. soer.d.r-lll;', 
bl& !oot disease spread tln'olghout the camp. Tho feet c! 

,,., vlcf..ims STJeUed up to the point where they 0011lid not wnlk 
and 109re of th9 sick mi·e no,,; bad.nB, tr.ken t.o the Cl'eJnatorlum 
tii-ml on JW1ta1 26~ 1942 the nwnbar tJ1.-~uJ tt"eated :t>osie to ~1oj 

I decided to t3ke en oppol'tWli ty Y.illtl.ch w.:i:s of.fel:'llld to me tmd 
ppliecl f01' a trWll;l i'.e1· to l'.USCE'flITZ. 

On JUlle 27, 1942 l discal'ded m3' 
t:ravellcd t.o l\USCHl'iITZ in ci vill 

out.fit 
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le ,rerc billeted in "Block 1711 and slept an t.ho iloo:r. In 
an adj 0:ming rO\'I" or buildings separated 1''%.'Cm ours by a hi Rb na.U, 
'the Jem.sh girls f"rom S1ovakia1 who had been brought there 1n f,':i'l,rch 
~d Apl'il of 1942,. we:re quartel"ed. Wg 1·torked in tho huge UOO!fArl 
plant to 1,hich 1re we:i·e herded wecy l:1.0n\1ng a.bout 3 a.Ill.. At midday 
our food conaisted of potato or tumip soup and in the oven~ 
reaeivfld soim 'broad. Dume work \"le l'fere t&rribly mst:rea'ted., As 
our ii'O r.d.nc pl.ace was situated out~ ido the large 01'.ain of sentrs 
post:i, it -rms divided into small secbors of lO x 10 J.1eters~ each 
guarded ~ an ss man. ~ever stop;p ed out-sic:I e these squa,:;ea dur:i.nf:; 
wol'king hours was 1mmedia.tely shot without Wtil'JWlg for having 
11attiernpted to es cape. 11 Oft en it happen.ed that out or pure spite 
an SS man uoul.d ordQII' a pci5oner to faioh some given object outsid.c 
his $qua.re.. If he follOVJed tht order, he was shot for bnving l.eft. 
lti.s assigned place. Tho uork wa.s extremely b.a.rd and there were no 
rest periods•. The way to and from "rl'Ork had to be covered at 
a brisk milit1uy trot;. anyone fa:H.ing out. o:f line waa: shot. On 
r.\Y arrival about J,000 people, of wh.Clll 2,000 were Slovak Jews, were 
working on this en,pl.aceme.nit,. Very £ew could bear tho strain and 
althouch oscapg :seemed hopeless, a.tt~ts :were ma.de eveey da;y. 
The result was several luw,ginga a. weelc,. 

Arter a number of' weeks of painful work at the u Bml!H plant 
a telTi ble typhus epidemic broke cut. The weaker prisoners d.i.ed in 
hundrecw.. An immediate quarantine was ordered and work at the 
llBUNll,11 stopped. Those still alive were sent~ at the end oi' JulyJ 
1942J to the gravel pit but there work ,us even still mo:re 
strenuous.. We wel'e in such a state of weakness that, even in 
trfin& to do OW'.' best, 'WEI could n.ot s.o.ti.si'y the overseel"-s. Uost 
of us got e:wollen feet. Due to Olll' inabi.lit;ir to porfom. thrat heavy 
ork demanded of U5 our squad was accu ed of being lazy and dis­ 

orde i-ly.. Soon after a m::dical comn:ission Lnspeeted all of us; they 
carried out their job very thoroughly... At!Y-one with mmllen feet, 
o.r particular-J.¥ weak was separated from the l"CSt. AlthoUflh l was 
in great. pain, I controlled ieysel! md stood erect in front o! the 
comis sion ,Tho paesed me as physically .fit. Out of 300 pe rsc 
examined, 200 were £0\Dld to be unfit and imr:iedi.ately :iont to 
B!ro:ENAU and gassed. I l'l'a.S then data.iled far work at the 
( Drsutsche Au:frlli!t11Ulg-51"mrke) lfhere ·we had to pai.nt ski.s., The pre­ 
acri.bed minir.nm to be painted each dey- was l.20., Anyone unable to 
paint tw m.:ll\Y Ylru3 thoroughly fioggeu in the ev-cning. It meant 
orking veri.r bard to avoid this puni:.hmant. Another group was e 

ployed at n:iakine eases £or hand grenades. At one t.ime 151000 had 
~en completed. but it waa fo.und that :t.hey were a £aw cent1Jnatal'S 
too .sma.11. As punishment. several Jews were sl:iot fol' snbotnge. 

Scmewhere a.round the middle of August,. 1942 all the JCW1.n 
Birls i'rora SJ.cvaki.a who 11 vod next to our quartel's, on tho othor 
sido of tm l'hll.l, waro tr~ferred to BI:RKEN'JUI. I had the oppor­ 
tunity to talk to ther,11 and lYa.S able to StHJ how \rnak and hal.r-starvcd 



all of them ,ive. They -.re dressed 1n old Russian uni.to 
and wore ll00den cl.op. Their heads w:re ohaven clean. The s 
da;r ,;e again bad to urid.ergo a strict examnation and those aus­ 
peoted o! having typl:ms •re Nl!lO'VOd to the Birch Wood. The 
remainder were ohaved aJres.h, b:l.thed, issued a new sot 0£ clothes 
and finally bill.eted in the barracks the girls bad just left. 
ny chanc9 I l.earned that there -nas an openine in the ucicaranc 
squadn and I handed in~ apJ?llcation. I was detailed to this 
task. 

This squad consisted of a00\1.t a hundred Jemb prisonera. 
We l'lere sent to a far comer of the CW!(), allllJr 1'rom alJ. our com­ 
nide::i. Here • fcwd tru_ge ehed8 full of knapsacks, sui teases, 
and other luggaee.. We bad to open each piece of ~cgage and sort 
the contents into J.arce cases specially prepared for each cate­ 
gory of gooda, :t.e. combs, mirror,s, sugar, canned food, chocolate, 
oodicines, etc. The cases ffl!.I'e then stored a~. Undermar, 
shirts e.nd olothel!I of all kinda •nt to e. special ~rra.ck, t.tlere 
they 1'191"8 oorted. out and packed by J81'd.8h girls. Old and ir,orn 
clothes "'8l'e addreased to the "TEXTILE FAC'l'ORY11 at LiF.USL, i'fherea.s 
the usuabl.e garments ,-ere dupatched to a collecting center in 
BERLIN. oeas, mone:,, bank notes, and pi'ecious stones had to be 
banded over to the politic.1l. section. :l,laey of these objects -were, 
hovJeVer, stolen by the SS guards or by prlsonars. A brutal and 
vile ir.di vid\:l.al. mo often l!itruck the ,romen is COlmllUlder or this 
quad.. He is SS 11Schufiihrer" V7YKLEFF. 

~ d.w the gi.r~ who came to their "M>rk i'ro.m BIRKEMAU de­ 
scribed to us the terrible conditions prevailing there. They~ 
a ten and bruta1izod and theu mortall ty- "Pl1lS nuoh higher than 

among the men. Tldce a. l'188k 11se1ect,1.ons11 took place, and every 
day new girls r,eplru:ed those ,\ho hnd disappeared. 

Du.ring a. night shift I 11aS able to witness for the firat time 
how inccrning convoyi, were handled. The transport I ,:,a,., contained 
Polieh Jows. They had reoeived 110 water for days and when the 
doore of the !Night co.re llenl open lie ,ere ordored to chase 
them out with loud ah.outs. They mre u·t.te:rly exhllusted. and about 

ired of tham had died during the journey. The ll vine ltera 
.ed up 1n rows of five. °'1r job T/88 to remove t.be dead, czy:tng, 

end the luggage from the cars. The dead, and this includGd 1:1ey­ 
one unnble to stand on h:ia .feet, ll8nl piled in a heap. mru;;a:ge 
and po.reels '1ere oollected and stacked up. The.n the railroad car 
had to be thoX"OUghly cleMod so that no trace or their f~ightful. 
load •-ao left behind. A cornmisdon from the politic-OJ. departlmnt 
p1·oceeded ,nth the 1rseloction11 of approximately 10 pareerrt of the 
r.:i.en and 5 percent of the l'ICC\8n and bad thorn transferred to th 
c;rnnps. Tho rem3inder Yl8r'8 l.oaded on trucks 1 sent to BlRKEI-JllU, 
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and o:a:ssod \"llrl.le the dead. anc:11 d~e: nre taken d1re,ctly to the 
furnaces.. It often happened that small. cllildren were thrOYm alive 
into the tru.cks w.ong with the dead., Parcels am lv;ngage were 
taken to the wal'ehouses and .sorted out in the prerlousl.v described 
manner. 

Ibtwean JUly ard September, 19.42 a. typhus 8l)i4em.c had. l"a68d 
in AUSCJffiI TZ, especially in the women Is camp oJ: N.RKBNAU. ?lone or 
too siol< · l'ecei,red :coodical. att:fitnt.ion and in the first stages of tho 
epidemic a. great many were killed by phenol injections, and lator 
on others we,:e gassed 1fho1esal.e. Soma 15JOOO to 20,000, mostly 
J~1 died duting these two months. The girls' camp isuffered the 
1110st, as it wa:s: not fitted nth sanitary install.alions, and the 
poor wretches were covered nth lice. Every week large "seleotions11 

took plaioe and the girl.a had to present themsel.ves naked to the 
11selection oon:mittee, t, regardless of -weather conditions. They 
aited in deadly i'ea.r whether they would be chosen. or given another 
eek*:s grace.. Suicd.de:i were frequent am were mostly comr.d.tted by 
throwing one's s:elf a,g:ainst. the hil]h tension Yd.res of the inner · 
fence. This went on until they bad dWilldled to 5 percent. of their 
original number. NOJI th.ere are on1y 400 of ~hese girls left and 
most orf them law been able to secure SOI.le sort of c:lorical. post. 
in the women's cmrp. .A bo11rt 100 girla hold jobs at the s tarf build­ 
lll6: in AUSGRYITZ wheni they do all the cleric.al wo.rlc connected 'lrl.th 
the administ~ation of the tw,o oaIJPS• Thanks to their know:Le.dge or 
Language,'/3 they e.re also used as interpreters• others are empley-, 
in. the main kitchen and laundry•· Of late these a:irls have been 
able to dress themselves quite well as they l:i.a,r,e ha.d opportuni;t,ies 
to oompl.ete thei.r wardrobes Which, in some oasaa, even include 
silk stockings~ OenernUy speaking th.ey are reasonably well of£ 
and are even allowed to let their hail" grow~ Of course this cannot 
be aaid o:f the ot.hor Jewish ;1.nma te~ oi' the vroffln r a camp. It jrust 
so happens tha:t these Slovalt Jerisn girls have been in the camp the 
longest of all. But if today they enjoy certain priVilegesi they 
have pNin.ously unde~eone !rightful. su.fierings 

I WilS not to hold this compamtivefy good job ,tlth tho 
11 cJ.earrm ce sqnad II for long. Shortly af'be nvards I was trans1'erred 
to ll1HKEUA U cm dis ciplina v:,· grounds and reln!lined the re over a year 
and a ha].!,. On .April 7, 1944 I managed to escape with ~ companion.. 

----------- 
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Theil' deolarations conq>l.ete the ti:rat report., p,articule.r].y in re­ 
gard. to tl:le arrival o!' the HUngarian .Jmr9 tn HERKENAU. 'l'h&y also 
add certain. :new det.aila not. co,ntained 1n the previous accounts 
It has not been poasi ble, hawC've,r, to check the o r:Lgin o !' this 
nseoond report'i as c1osely as it ns the fil'st .. 

C 

0 0 

After the n:J:.eht of the two Slovak J811'S i'rcm BJ:RKENA.U on 
April 7., l.944 great e:lCJci tement rei,gn.ed in the camp. The 
ttpclitical. Div1s1onH o:£ tho Gestapo instituted a thorou.ghgoing 
investigation, am. the frie:nda. and superiors of the two escapees 
l1ere closely questioned, although in 'Vain. Since the two had 
held po.sts as II bl.eek Ni corders 1 " all Jews ,exe:reisin,g such func­ 
tiOM, by~ af punishment and also as a precautionary measure, 
-.rere removed and, GS the Gestapo suspectod tha.t the7 had suc­ 
ceeded in escapinij: through Building Mo. J, the outer chain of 
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that now it outs 
through the middle of Building No. 3. 

0 

0 0 

At the beg;iming o:f the mcnth of Aprtl, a t.ranspo.rt or Greek 
Jew5 arrived, of whom about 200 we~e admitted to the camp. rm 
remaind er o:f d.rca l., 500 were inmlediately gasl';led. 

.Between the 10th and lSth of April some 51000 11Ar:;a:ns" arrived 
in DIRKJmAU, mainl;y Poles, aome 2.,000 to J,000 women 1U11ong them. 
being from the a band.one d c a:mp of' LUDLIN-lJAJDANEK. They were gi vm. 
numbers running: £ran approximatel,y: 

1?6,.000 to lBJ.,000 Alllong the WCfflen were about .300 Jewish girls 
.from. Poland. Tm greater part of' the new 
arrl.vals were ill; weak,. and very run down. 
Aocordinc to th.eir inf orma.tio:n the heal t~ 
ones had bmm sent rrom LUHL.lN to OeriMn 
concentration CaJ:!PS:. Con.cerning the £ate 
of the Jews held in the cup or Ltl'm,:rn-­ 
MAJDANEK., lie learned from them, espe c:Lally 
from the Jeris.h g,irls I that on Novem.be'l• 3, 
1943 all Jews in this camp, that is sQne 
111000 men and 6,, 000 women 1 ,rere ldlle d,. 



Approximately 
lfo. 1821000 

lSJ,000 to 185,000 
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W8 recallod that about. this timil tbe SS 
in fil!EENAU had reported that LUBLIN bad 
been attacked by po.rtie:aru.i: and~ 1n ordea:" 
to l'igllt against the latter, a nlJDl\ber or 
the SS pm-so:nnel from BIJIIBNAU had been 
t:empora~ tl'anaterN::d to LUm.IN. It 
was now clear to :us fo~ what p1;1tpol!e cur 
SS had gon.e to LUBLIN• 

Appa.rentl.y the Jews had been ool:ll)elled to 
d:l:.c; a long, deep grave in Field V of the 
camp of UA.JDAMEK .and. on Nwamber .3 they 
were bJ1qugn.t out in groups of 200 to :3001 
shot 8Jld thrown int. o the gra-vre •. Within · 
24 houre ewrythin& was over. Duri.ng th.a 
execution loud music was pl~ d to drown 
out the shots. 

Thl'ee hu.rdrod girls who were a.ctl w in 
LUBLIN en the "clearing-up ComrnandoH and 
as recorders 'l'.ere left alive. Three de.ya 
after their arrl val in llt.RXEN'AU they Ttere 
all gassed and burned on special order ot 
BERI.I?J. T}u1oug,b a:n error on. the part ,of 
the '' recorder11 t•o of the glrls were not 
.s,ent to tho gas cbambe.r. This was dis­ 
covered, h0'1Ve'V1I,it, ·the next da.y, and the 
girls '1"1'8re immledi.ately shot and the re­ 
corde:r replaced., 

The .rate or the l.UllL'.nl Jews caused ,:trea t 
depreaaion among the Jews in the camp of 
BIRKliJrlAU who became afraid that o:ne dey 
the whoie or BIRKmlAtJ wou1d suddenl.y be 
Hliquidated" in the same way. 

T'ortard tbe end of April mo re· ,a reek Jews 
•a~e bro\!l&ht to BI:RKENAU. Some 200 l'lel'a 
addtted to the camp and eoou,t 3,000 
extam.nate d. 

At the beginninc: of May, 1944 81naller 
transport.a of Dutch, French, Belgian,. and 
Greek .J8fflll arrived, as well as Polish 
11A.eyans.11 Most of tluml were put to work 
in the BUUA plant• 
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On l!ay 10, 1944 the !inst transport of Fbtprlan Jews arrived 
in BIRKJ:ltlAU. They we re p ri.ncl.pally- from the prisons of Bwjapo.s:t, 
1nclui1.ng those who had been arrested in the streets and railroad 
sta.tioruJ of the city. Among the wcmen r1ere: 

Ruth Lorant 
t.fici Lorant 
Huth Quasztlcr 
Irene Roth 

ma Fuchs 

Tm transport. wa.a received 1n AUSCffi'IITZ a:nd m:RKENAU accord­ 
ing to the l'loll-lmown procedure (heads smved, nwnbers tattooed, 
etc.) The man were ci,ven nUJ:1bera beginnine Yd.th 186,000 and the 
women were placed in the women 1!.t camp. About 600 men, of' l'lhor.i. seee 
150 were bet'Ween the ages of 45 and (;JJ, wore brought to BIJlXBHAU 
"'here they were divi-ded up amoD,(t various work detachrents. The ro- 

□ainder sta;ytid in AUSCl?:II'fZ where thrJY worked in the DUN1\ pla.nt. 

Tm lll.81:lberS of the tramJpOrt ll8re all left alive am none or 
them, as had been cW3tQnary, were sent directly to the crematoria. 
In the postclll'ds which they were allcmed t.o wrlte, they bad to Eiv-e 
11Waldseeu as retum address. 

On !.lay" 15 mass transports from l!W'lga.ry began to arrive in 
mPJtE11AU. SOmo 14,000 to 151000 Jews arrived daily. The spur 
railroad track which ran into the camp to the crerna.toria was core­ 
pletcd in c;rcat haste, the crews working nislrt, arxl day", so that 
the tranoports oould be broucht direct1y to the crernatorla. Only 
about 10 percent •of th.e~o transports were admitted to the camp; 
the balance nere immed:i.ately gassed and burned. Mevor had so mau,y 
JCTIS been gaased since the establishmnt of DIHKENAU. Tho 11Speci 
Co:mando'' had to be mcreased to 60C> men and, after two or three 
days,. to 800 (people beinc recruited !'rm 3.JrtOT!ll the Hu:ngarlan Jews 
ho had a.rrived .first). The size of the 11Clearing Comtnm1do11 \'tas 
ctepped up f'rorn 1.50 to 700 men. Three crematoria worked day and 
night (too 4th was being repaired at that t1mo) aoo, sinoe the 
pa.city of the crematoria "mis not enoug)l, 3reat pits JO meters 

lonr; and 15 meters Yd.de were once mo1·0 due in the "B1rkonvtald11 

(as in tho time before the cremntor1.a) l'tl'ere corpses were burned 
day and night. Thus the 11extemi.no.ting capacity11 bocrune almost 
unllmitcc.1. 

Tho HUngm•iao Jews l'lho were lei't alive (about 10 percent) were 
not included 1.n the nomal camp 11onrollmont.u Although they wer 
chaved and :,horn am. received convict's &thil'lg, they wore not 
tattoood. They- were housed in a separate section of the ca:ip, 
:iection 11cn, and wore 1-ater transferred to vnrious concentration 
camps in the German twich: Buchm:mald, Uautha.usen, 0roe:Jro1len, 
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Gusen • 1'1.osce11bliri:;1 Sachl!l!J'UlZku:-.un, ate. 
~unrl,or-ed UI tl-..i 11c:Y]lsy cnap,11 in llcflll, 
t=!'O rred el~ro • Jmrl.8h r.i rl.::11 ! 
111.ditat.1111 thel.'tl. 

The fi1·at. f!ul'lga rian tll'a"r 
1:a~.s::8U8s, ~lyixugyhQ,l:la, Un 
l!a.rT.Droaazi.llot., Nagyb ol"G:tna 

no 'Wl!IQn "'·oro to~ 
hl.ac)a;i and t . .en also 

m Slow.ld.A wcn<o 111:iLoc!C 

L'.IOl't 
:t.nrk 

Ehren:re icn 
Katt., C!»:im 

The lnot t"O haw e.ln,·~ 'been t:=Ierred.., Tho J:),llrent.::: or t: 
\'/111:i:cm brot.hal's \'r~o i;aslled. 
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( um; horn} \'Ii th ths mambe:rs of t.he pi-cviou.s coffi'"oy from 
THF'..RESltafST.I\DT' (who ha.ve been in JllmcENAU sin,ce Dece:mber 201 ' 
1943 ani whoa e 11quaran.tine II is due to be up on June 20, l9'Jii4) in 
Section llD. 

According to the statement or a Jaw rron the "Special 
Ccmniando, u '''Reicb::lrllhre.r111 Hilmtiler was ea.id to hiJ.vg visit 
BIRKFJIAU on the 15th or 16th of Jd.a.7• On one of these ~; 
I ley'EleU sat: three automoblle:i and fivo men in civilian clotb.ing 
drive toward the c r,ematoria. The Jew vtho Pn.de this stat81:lent 
ecla.red that he, as well as otm rs, reco8)lized Hb!mler, ld:lo had 

vi.sited cre1Datorium Ho.lam artcr Jl. stay 0£ about llllf an hour 
had. again dri'\r,cn off nth those acCQrnpanying him. On the day 
after there vtas an account in the, Silesian nel'i'Spapers of Hinmll.e r's 
visit to ~ncm1J so that this report could be true. 

Ono other happening should n.ot be fot"got·ten which was told to 
us by t.he men of the 1115P ecia.l Commando. 11 In the la. te Sl;Dl!er o,f 
l.943 a. oornmi saion of four Put ch Jews - distinguhlhed looking men - 
came to AWCHtJITZ. Their visit had al.roady appa.rentl.3r been an­ 
nounced to the Camp ·Commander, for the Vuteh Jews in AUSClfflTZ 
received bette.r clot.hes, as l'l'ell as regw.ar eating eq:uipnent 
tplates, spoons 1 etc.} am batter food. 'rho cOJmlission of £our 
,tere vc ey poli.toly recei "led a:nd were shown over tm camp buildinga 
and particularly 1ihose portio:ns which we1·0 clean am made a gocd 
impres.sion. Dutch Jews fra11 the camp l'tO!l'o brought to them 11h0 
repo:rted that only a portion of the Dutch Jews were in this camp.,. 
the others bei,nc '.iJl other similar e=.ps • In this raanne :r the four 
men were ,lla.tisfied and s 1gned a stater.rent, according to '\\Ill 1eh the 
commission had found everything in good order in AUSCHWITZ,. A!'ter 
t.he signing the i'our Dutch Jews expressed a desire to see the camp 
of mIIIBNA:U a.nd particw.erly the c~tona about which they had 
heard SOJI'le stories. The camp authorities declared tmmselvea quite 
lri.lling to Sh:Ol'l tmm both m ll{EHAU ani tho ·Cl'~tQ ria; tho latter 
being used, they :..aid, to ere,nate those ttho died in the earnp. 
The eommiss ion '\'i11.S then taken to BI RKENAU, accompanied by the camp 
leader,. Awnayer, and i.ri:IJwdiately to crematorium No. l.. He~e thet 
ere shot i'rom behind. A telegram imG supposedly sent to Holland 
reporting tm t ai't,er leav.l.ng AUS ClraITZ the four m::n had be en 
victim of nn \l11:fortunate a.utamobi1e accident. 

There is a. biol0gical laboratory in AUSCJll'lUZ whe:%-e SS; 
civilian, ard. inh:mae doctors are occupied. The l'i'Otten and ~rls 
on whor.i. expc riments &l'e pcrfonned are hons ed in m,ook 10. Fot 
a long tilm the ll'bJ.oak eldest'' there wns Maeda Hellinger irom 
llichnlovce and a girl named Rossi ( family name unknown) :fro 

[\Uill'l,ene. Experiments were carried out onlY on Jm!;;h gil4.1.i and. 
women, althoueh to date no Slovakian girls havce been used. 
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liiqmt~ts TtCN oleo pu,-.tol"clO.IJ on !:'ISi wl; the l:i. t.tcr T,ro,ro no 
hcnu:od :iepti~toly. .A c~11t. l!llll'Q' dlct'l aa a nsul t of tmse1 
~oricmta. Ot'tOn (:l'Pl!UII \TQ:J'(I Ul!M. m.ook 10, •m t.bo 
'"oUbjcct,1111 of th, cltpiill'i:C'Jma: ~ houcd~ 15 ocq,lat.ol.y 
itlola.tcd ~ and ~n t.b.s rimcw open!ncn M"e W-Dlled ~• Ila, 0110 
~h!lto-r had adaL:1311.cn. t.o it. 

fJll!ll ~s of •~~ am. m:~l!\U haw bce:n to 
di,,t-tl ~ f'oU~; AW\"!21l,, SCI~~ 'SSS, &JtHKSi'ZIU, 
!tbs, .IUl(I lUW4'-lt. 
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TRlNSPOBT 

(The fbl.'Lllh Major'• Sa-port) 
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I. 

. 
On March 24, 1942 we w,ere gathered together in !ipeci 

r.1a5s=.bling cell11 f:O. 2 of the Uontelupich ·priaon in Craco ... 
kne'n that our croup c1mei!ting of 60 men wfl.s to be sent to tm 
concentration camp .or OSifIE9rt.t (A:USOO'il'l"L). At 8 o t clock th 
next. morning, two SS guards appeared with llB,ta and started 
counting t,-,se present. We had to undress and w.ai t. Fina1ly' 
the doors were opened and '1'e' eaul;ht sig,ht;. o:f two columns of 5S 
guards 111nd po li csemen with fi.Xed b~yonets. In the oourtyard t'Wo 
tru.cks were parked in each of ,,hich 30 men had to take their 
places, The.fie tr11cka were quite small and ~ a~oe on the 
inside lf,la,s ciivi ded 1n tV110 by .i. cha.in runnin& acrces the middle. 
'111111 first. to enter had to stand with bent heads, whereas the 
othera crouched umm bet'Pieen the lea:. of the standing mi.en. In 
thi.8 yja::J it was p05sible to fill up the very small space "11ith 
'30 111en. We were loaded in l'l'l. tb blo'!'IIS from rifle-butts1 shouts 
and kicks. In the fltlo:•nd separated seetd on of the truck1 tllD 

m.en l;ltood gunrd with ma.chine guns. Wo i::lepe.rt.ed. Behind us, 
at. a certain distan<."eJ foll.owed motor-'eyclists with machine gun". 
Our true ks were hermeticallY closed so tha. t then wu no pos- 
8ibili ty of seeing where we were going. OUr journey la:it,;id 
l 1/2 houre with several :short at.ope.. OUr limbs gr-ew e.tiff as 
there l'ia5 no po:i~ibility of changing one's position, and one 
of our men who lUlti up a11;ainat the chain becl!ffle uncon:scious~ lie 
wa~ brour;h t back to his · senses by blcrws from the guards~ At, 
last we arrived,. i.taggar,ed to the ground, and f'Ound ourselves 
standuig in front of a gate over iwbich we ooul.d nads lii\fork 
brings freedom. u Insicie1 an orche-stra mui pla_yi.ng~ 'Dds •a:1 
AUSOITTIIT'l and it appeared that we lllel'a expected.. 

We ware lined up in colll!llll.il o.f five (a system applied en 
every conceivable o ecas ion 1n the cacrp) and the names of the 
"'neY1QDmers11 were onee more read out. The in.an called up had 
i,mmedta tely to run over to the one :reading the roll and place 
himfielf i.n a line 'I'd.th thcJ:J e alr<eady awrunoned, after having 
received his nlll!llber from the haru;Js of an assist.ant. From this 
1oment on. names '4ere replaced by numbers. This eyaten of 

1irecoption11 was m.aintw.ned until the swnmer of 1943+ Later, 
nll the prisoner:!! (with tho exception oif Gemaxi..e) had tbeit 
mr.tbers ta.tt~ed on tlloir upper £0nu1ms,which bad .been t 
practice in the eaee of the Jews. from the beginning. 'lld 
hole nmboring syst!illl was apparently applied to lessen the 
posd bill ey of escape and to make it ea5ier to l dentify th 
bodies. 'lliese numbers ~ere handed to us by the 11'block leader11 

nruned STUB/., oiter which we went bM'eheaded and ac{lQ111panied by 
the orchestra. into the camp iteel:f• 'lhe clock atood at 
11 a.m. ,Af'ter a 1:1hort vi::ri.t to the 1•atock"' room, w-o Vilere shut 



up in a barra,ck unti1 5 p .m. There we ,,ere visi tad by a numbm­ 
of o1d inmate.a lfho om-neatly" begged us to give them: our wntche11, 
rlnga, li,g'hte:rs, and oi~ott&s to fl.Vo.id their be:lng confiscated. 
Any food brought w:l.th ua should. be ea'oon at once, as it WO!tld be 
tamn ~'.\'181" a:, •ll• IP return, the priaoners promi:J.ed us bHad, 
SOll;p, otc ., once we were of'ti~ incc·rpo:r"a ted into their ranks• 
At last the Qi:po (a sort of oamp overseer) arrived. and dellve~ed 
a ahort talk in l'lluch he 8t.l"es=red that a prisoner could not exist 
in this ,camp for more than t,ro i:nonths ro.t,hout the help o.f hi 
comrades; and this 1189 to be conf'irlll8d l&t.- on by numerous 
examples. Out of the 60 origina]J.,y in IJ;/ group I •a to be the 
onl.Jr. survivor. 

J.t 5 p.m. we wre b8l'ded out into the corridor. There we had 
to undt"aas and pack our clothes into bwlda.ea provided with our 
respective IJUJnbers.. We stood there naked. All n were alload to 
kee:p were a out and two handkerchiets. I lmltted to keep a 1!11!8ll 
ho]J' pioture I hit one of· the prisoners who ad,ed as ns sistant, in 
these operations dissuaded me, saying: "lt i.s.n tt 110rth while;. 
yo1r.1:. ld.ll merefy be laughed at and it will finnlly be taken any­ 
"PlfRT •" FU-st, our hair fl& out sho:rt and then our heads shaved, 
after .W.ch we, :were given a bath, The water 'WB.S vecy warm. All 
these pl"epa.rations prior to being awnitted as an inm:te t.o the 
camp took pl.ace in "'Block 27.11 Nm, although it YIU snoin:na:, 
we had to run to 11Block 2611 lihere the olothi.ng room 11as loeated. 
There we were i.ssued our prisoner 1s outfits ll'hleh consisted ot 
a shirt, underp,nnts", ahoe::i 1 sock:, 1 a ·warm jacket, t.l"ousers, vest 1 
oapJ .and blanket. Everything ..as fil.tey, patched, 8.Dd praoticuq 
worn out. Jq jaicket ,, f():r instance, eould be but.toned up in £rant 1 
but the back and sleeves n:ierely cona:1-8ted of bl.a.ck strips of 
cloth patched topther. ~ this operation ca.me to a.n and 
and 'lf8 were a~in lined up in rOll'a of five and taken to one of 
the 11blook8 ~II l'here ... WN all&ited ?7 ttu!i "'block loade:r" ( ll¥lBt 
0£ them 'IIM'e Po.lea !rom Upper Silesia.) mo ini ti.a tad us into• the 
l'!Vs:tm-ies o:t barrack cmtiea • We nre, instru.ct.ed in .neepinfl: and 
cleaning the domitoriee, in taking off ·OliU" caps when ccmmtmded, 
and how to keep in line and step.a Orders ll'ei~e gi van in German 
and l'lhen ha~ ce.rried out the block l.$8der gr-ow !'urious o.nd 
struck ·peopil.e riijht and le.ft. the ei,ening roll call finally put 
an end to these e:xeroisea: • The b1ock leader then .e;sse!21bled bi,s. 
people in fr,0,n:t of tbe:Lr respective bloab and, in tumJ all tho 
block leaders p,resented their fignres to the chief rec.order or 
cl.eek. U the nwd)er of prisoners tallled with the records, 
the, roll call ms over_; actually tbs whole tiring cei:'GJIIOllY •s 
n.otbing el..ae but one of the mlll1Sl'ous -ways in 'llhicb tho 
prisoners YllWO mi11treated.. D.iring l.9401 190, and 1942 the ro.ll 
call 1'8S USW'1l.q e• cted to ll'.l,:,t at lea:Jt an hour in all 
,.ather conditions - :frost1 rain, or snow - the prisonots having 
to •it _patlently with bare heads.. It an escape ns reported, 



_,_ 
which r,ealillted in • 11man00• at evening roll eall, all those 
aseellbled bad to 11&1\. outeida unt.11 the reeuJ.t. o:t the .c,earch 
1ru knolm., The search parties ueuaU:, retm-ned t.hree, or four 
hcu:rs later and 111ith dieaatro1!115 consequences :tor all. the 
prisoners ' bealt.h.. . In 19'40, f'o:J" eXN\Plet one ef:ieape cost t.he 
u-,,ei ol a hund.red itunatee • It •u dl:U"i.ng eevere winter weather 
and tlle priaonera wdle f:oroad to at.end out. of doors tro111 l s.;3,0 
in the atte:l"IIOOQ until ll o•c:J.odc: the next. i1!101'Ding_. aa a re:,ult 
of which a. bundl'ed totall:Y or hal.J' .. fro-z.en men were ,counted. 

Attar the roll call. we re'f.um.ed to our blo ckB 111bere 111e •ere 
alloted 11r.00.1118 i III we elept. t.bree to e. bed,. Old-timers tol.d us that 
the beat. thing to do was to uae our clothing a a. p~,; otber­ 
nse somethi.ri;g wu bound to be e. tol:en. So :we laY down w1 thou,\. 
having bad the slightest bit or food trhe wbo1e day. Tbe 
•recept.ion" hsd been i,o atrenuoue and e:xhauet.ing that all ·Of 116 
1.JlaediAlt.el1 tell asleep. · 

At. 4 a,.,111,. we were awakened ey a. gong and friglltf'Ul eontusion 
enBued. About 100 people were coq,N!&eed into tb,e small hall 
apace and in a ldld stampede each one firet tried: to ti~ up hu 
bed (the block leader wo\lild not. tolerate the e1D&llest. wrlnkle in 
the bedd1Ilg) am. <b'esB hima'elt • There wu no que-6t1on of wash-. 
tng.,, Ten m!.nut88 after the gong bad sounded the '*room eldest• 
arrived and. kicked eV!e.eyo,:ne out· into the oorridor a5 the 11ro01DB• 
had to be cl.eaned. The cotTido!I" waa thronged with people llbo 
flookeri togetbm' from: all over tbe b1ook. Moat of them had 
-.naged to get dreHed·~ There wu really scarcel,y' room to Jlll)'Ve 
in this cro•d and we •ere p'IIShed. agdnst. 1tall.s and squashed 
into comers ancL otten kicked or hit tor no applll'ent reason. 
Aft.er having been in the ,camp· .fr# over 24 houra, we f'inall1 
received S:OIM cold, un81Nu1tened oot:tee, a.ft.in- which there 11as: 
a r-trther 118! t o~ one and one-ball )M)11ra until. roll call; then 
aU tho p-iisoners were taken to ,ri,rk. 'l'he newcomers were at 
fil'et told to till 1n questionnaires in which they had to 
1.ndicatie an addreua where they desued th81r let te,r:;i to be eent .. 
It •ea etorict]cy' forbid.don not. to gi v,a an address or ~ to write, 
u 11tbe:,4' obviouly needed an adck'ess to which the death of 
a priaoner could be reported when the need aroae. 

Each o.t uo v.WI iasued a piece ·Of cloth 111 th a tri angl• and 
h:l.,B nwlber paint,ed on 1.t, which 'JIU ll'el'e tnsttueted to s:ew on 01i1r 
t\Ulice. Prisoners wel'e numbered trom Ho. l onwards, and. in 
Ncvanber., 194} the last. eense cut.i ve Hrlal n Wilber had reached 
l.?0,,000. ·fhe trUngl,e& in ques:tio:n •ere of dil'f'erent oolors, 
eaoh l'epreeent.ing a cat,egoq ot cl"im1n81 or- prisoner• Tb 
11Atl'lllD11 tri&ngle waa. red, the red correBpondin,g to a poJ.iticAl! 
prisone:r, ueen to profeaaional. eI1.:rni.naJ.8 1 black to 11work--­ 
eht.rk~s,11 pink to homo.sexual& (flC(lll'ding to paragraph 1?5) an.d 
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o1ot to members of tho 11Bibeliorschor11 relif:ious sect. In 
tion, a larcc letter indicated the nnt1.onol.ity of the 

pl"i,soner, such as 11P11 !or the Poles, otc. Fo.r Jews the 
.Ln.signia. ,vas composed of a yellow triangle on which was smm 
o. second triangle whose color corresponded to the 11c.rime,11 the 
,,hole !ormiDg a Jewish star. Fi-om this marld.ng system on 
could therefore rapidly pick out, .ror instance, a Polish Jewish 
pollticaJ. prisoner or a Jerri.sh "wol'k-!Jlaoker, 11 etc. 

,n tie had finished sewing on om- triangles and numbers, 
·e were herded over to the '1infinnary 11 1Yhere we were to be 

11exanined0 by a Gennan doctor raegard.i.nc our physicnl aptness !or 
work. Again ,m had to undress and stand in a ohi.1.1.y corl'idor 
or al.Jllost three hours, shivering, as the weather was still wry 
cold ewn at tbe end of JJarch. \'fe met old acqua.illtances Who 
were world..ng in the infirmary and their first concern was to have 

of their relatives. Upon the doctor's arrival we had to 
present ourselves in groups, .standing stUfl.y at attention. All 
that was required of us 'ffl.ls to stretch out an arm, move ths 
fingers, tum around and march orr. Th~ exru:unation consisted 
of nothing i:tore and all o! us v:e re, of CQ.ll"a'.! , considered i'lt fo 
work. Hadn Tt we come here for this very purpose and besides, 
did.n1t 11\'iork bring freedom?U We know only too well what it 
meant to be considered unfit for work: being taken away and 
condemned to 11l1quidation11 by gas. At last we received our firat 
warm nourisment in 36 hours. The camp i"ood consisted of coffee 
or cold tea (made i'ran acorn Leaves, etc.) in the morning and 
soup, thick or thin as the case might be, at Jllidday • From th 
time o! our nrrl val at the ca::ip we had soup made .f.ran water and 
turnips during fully, five mo~ths. Ai'ter ewning roll call we 
received 300 graos of bre~, although it::i uei,ght was usually con­ 
sideraQJ.y d1minished by the t1.mo it reacbed the prisoner. On 
!onda,;ys and Sat\ll'd~, )00 to 400 g.r.ims of cheese were dis- 
tributed. It was some sort of a. crude home-made., peasant cheese 
nlti..oh oi'ten contained more wom.5 than cheese. Rations further 
included l/2 kilo of irargarine :for twelve persons, distributed 
every Tuesday-1 Thursday, or Friday, and blood sausage or red 
sausage on l'iednesdays and Mondays. These :rations represented 
apprax:1.matel.y JOO to 400 grams. !h addition to rna£gar1ne on 
Tuesdays and Mdays we also received a spoon!ul o.f i:iarm.el.ade 
por person. Since the barrel, however, bore a 1.abel stat"ing that 
the mnrme1ade lTaS destined for the CaJ:IP, its quality l'laS eerre­ 
.spondi.nm bad. Theoretic.ally, the above are the rations each 
inmate received but, practically, a good part of them '1181"8 stolen 
before thQy' were actually distributed. In tbs eV1Jning, tea or 
coffee r,as distributed with too bread. The soup had to be licked 
up, as most of the prisoners did not possess spoons. I forcot to 
ntJ.on that we had to eat our food squatting on our haunches as 

a punishment by the roce eldest to us 00\Tcomers for having orOl'lded 
around the soup kettle durlng distribution. 
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After our meal we were sent to the ident.ifi.caUon service 
where photographs fram three different angles were taken. So 
on that day- the camp pictw-e gallery was increased by 60 more 
crl,mioalal Ono by one •e were called up, and I noticed that my 
comrade8 oame out of the photographer1s room look:i.ng frightenedo 
Bewarel It 1f8S my turno I lf88 seated on a chair and photo­ 
graphed. When I tried to get up., the noor started mo"li.ng and, 
losing my balance, I was thrown against the wallo It 1'88 
a praot.-ical joke played by the photographers, (all of ,mom are 
Pol.•) in sett-ins: the revolving platform ill motion lfhen one got 
up. It was not· surpriBing that they sometimes bad to have BCID8 
kind of amusement even at the expense of their camp canrades. 
We then returned to our quarters and by that time the roll call 
1f'88 again dueo So ended our second da1' 1n camp; and the, next 
morning we •re to be ms.rchod off to l'IOrk l'fit.h all the other 
inmates. 

All t,he prisoners had to work except the sick, those in 
ttq,uarantine.,• and those confined to their cell8o The total 
czp strength was divided into camp ecxranandos or squads ,lfh:i.:ch 
nre each h'8ded b;y- a "Capo,• or leader, am several foremen. 
At the head of large working unite was a 11Chief Capolt lfho was 
assisted by several °Capos" and forBl18no The size of one of these 
squads varied fi'o& one to sewra:L hundred man.. ilthough the Capo 
was TII~ in charge, a fbrEDan oft.en took over a group of ten, 
twenty, or thirty workmeno The head of the labor administrat.ion 
chose the "Capos," ,dth the consent o-£ the 11Chief Capo,n the 
prisoners being assigned to squad:! by the central. administrat.iono 
Work started attar tho morning rol1 call, ioeo in s\llll1ll.8X" from 
5 aomo to 12 m. and l pomo to 6 p omo 1 in winter from 7 a.mo to 
.3 p.in. without intorruptiono There were wo1ic:ahops for cra.f'tSlll811, 
tamers, indUst.rial. 'lf0rkers9 and various teclmical. trades., J.fa.ny, 
particularly those in favor., worked 1n the oaq, admin:lstr&tion 
The camp wns provided with an 11int'::i.rmary 1

11 a "canteen," 
a laundry, a bakery, and a slaugh~er housao Thus prisoners with 
certain teoluu.cal. tra:1 n; cg could, 1n prtncip:Le., wo.rk in their own 
tradeso Intel1ectuaJ.s, liberal pro£essional. men, shop keepen, 
or oi"fice writers ,r~ the ,rorst off and they represented fully 
70 percent of the total nllmbm- of" prisonerso The latter were 
all employed as unskilled labor in tho worst and hard.est jobs 
such a.a the coal and gravel pita.. The ll'lOrtality among t.hem was 
.frightfully hi.gb. But it, seemed to be tho a:lm of the ellmp 
adm:ini.stration to kill than off as rapidly as possibleo 
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II~ llY J,'J:ijST D11.YS nr 

LtY· first job vas with a demol.ition squad. Since the area 
surrowm~ the ca:np of AUSCHl71TZ ha.d been evacuated J:'ol' 
ra.d.ius of almost 100 kilometers, al.1 bw.J.dillgS, unless taken 

over by tlE aamp, ll:ld t..o be torn dami. Even nelf buil.dings were 
dar.ioliahod. Our work consisted in tearmc: down such houses ard 
l'i'as exceedingly' strenuous, particul.al'ly since we vrere expect,ed to 

,rk at top speed• A squad consist.inc of 50 men wns suppc sed to 
tlemolisb a lar&e building i,ti..thin three to four days; and ,·1e Tre?e 
i.'lStructed to $alvaa;e all mild.ing ciateria.l. The roof 0£ a. hou::ie, 
or instance, had to be caref'Ully taken d mm am all. pl.anks, 
bellr:UI, tiles, etc., stacked a....a;y • Nothmg was to be broken; in 
fact, the slishtast- da:rnage to sn,ytl:wvg resulted in Wl lllr.lCdiate 
and severe beating: with a shovel or pi.ck handle. The ,·,alls had 
to be broloon clam. literally' by hind, brick by brick, the cement 
aticlrulg tc0 each brick being atterwa1"da :renoved am the bdcka 
piled nea~ up. E,,en tm foundations had to be torn out and 
the ground afterwards levelled so that no tra.cae of the house 
remained. IJaey r,aen died at this l70l/'1'~, not only from exposure 
and the strain, but fi"Olli. falling walls and beams - espe ciall;y 
those who '\7ere elder~ or slcm. Fror.i the ;o who set out in tm 
mol'I'li.ng seldm more than 40 returned on their OMl legs. The 
remai.nder were either brought as corpsca or in a state o.f com- 
>l.e Le collapse in l'lbeelbarra,1s or on boaJ.tls. The se poor souls 
still were e:xpected to appe11r at eve~ roll ooJ.l, after w1'.ich 
they Yrerc taken to t,he infirmary., Fl'Cllll T:fl l'torkin& comrades 1,ho 
wtent there I nevEtr saw one alive a.Bain. 

,'¥ wol'k ;Ii th this squad lasted rwer a nonth. I ,ras then 
tran:sfarred to the ditch-rliggiTig squad. Trenches of f'rom 2 1/2 
to .3 oeters deep Ind to be dug, w:d for the wt 50 cnntimeters 
we 'l'IOrked stanclj_~ in '\t.8.ter. l7e wer,e, or course, not allotted 
to leav-e the trench d ur1.:ng 1t1ork, and this job was considered as 
one 0£ the hardest in the 08.Elp. · lla.ny died at it daily• Some 
tirn la.to.r I was shifted to the 11eoncrete $:quad,11 \ihore I hnd to 
hea'll'e heavy posts and sacks of cement; but after the a:rtlva.1 o!' 
m" prisoners I ,1aa detailed t,o the nal:in~ of coneu"ete bricka. 
This hnd the advantage of at least. being ,mrk under .a .roof', l'rhich 
-;as ver"J important inasmuch o.s work .rent. on regardless of t}l;! 
eather. 

In addition, the prisonors wore oont.1nua11T rustrell.ted and 
struelr ~ conando lead!3l'S J Capos, and £orernon. ln generul., any­ 
one holding a. c.amnanding po.si ti on in the crunp liked to ci ve 
ep ec:ial ~mphaais to his posi t1on at' superiol'i ty. lfat lll'al.l.y, tl-.e 
ch.ara.cter of the person concerned pl.cy'ed a oonsiderahle ro1o; but 
the !UI'ldor.ient-tl l'Ulo was t,he direct responsi hil:i.ty of the superta 
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f<>r hie inf'eriora,, each indi\11.dual. being in turn responsible 
to thG collectiv.t V• 

Those cd.rcl.lSDStance:s t()stered. the "stoo1 piR80n11 systm,.. 
F"Ol" ex:ampl.e , one day a 1'0l'k:1.Iijt ccmrade discovered 8 fGW pieces 
of turnip ,ih:iah be care:tu:l..l;T h:1.d. He continued. bis 1Jod!: rut, 
from time to time, took :ttll'?"epti tious bites of!' hi,s t.rea.su.N .•. 
Another pri111onm." having "•s(luealed.11 en him, the Capo arrived 
a. f• minute,. later. l:t ~ be ranembered that the c.apo is 
abso1uta ?11&S'teil" 0£ his c,~, and. that. ever;vbody' W'ies to 
get into bis good. gr-acee. Unt'ortunate]J', thi8 favor often had 
to be, attained to the detl"ment cf the woll-being or sm.etdmea 
even of the llvso of other prisoners. The Ca.po proceeded to 
•.rrch our comrade, and, t1ncling· the pieces o£ turnip, knoeloed 
the ,reakened man to the ground, hit.ting ·him b:rutal.ly about. the 
head and .face and :in the stomach.. He then ordered h1DI to sit 
up,. hands outstret.clled in tront oif' •him on the gi"O\Uld wl:th 
a. weigllt. of bricks on each hand; th.o pieces or ttll"n:1..p wore stuck 
in his IllOUth. ill. the men were then as111J11bled and informed that 
the unf'or1amate man ·-.s. to a'tSij" in this position :fbr a lfflO'.le hour. 
we 'Yf8:X'8 1'81'Deci that tn1s punism.ent would bef&U any moor of 
the coomando who eornmi tted a similar '"' ofienae." The cond:annoo. 
nan mdal'W8Jlt this o•al guarded by one of the £orcinen1 veey 
e~er to .fulilll h:1s ta. to tiha satisfaction of the Ctlp01 so 
that he bit our i'riend evt8%7 time he t.ried to ahU't his posit.ion 
sligbt.l;y. Attar 1S to 20 minutes the man becam.e unconscious, oot 
a bucket of water wu poured over him .an.ell he ·was aEain forced 
into his o:rigi.P81 position. Attar he had. sl~ over semeless 
for a second ~, his !:Jo~ ,ras tll:roim a.side and nobody was 
allowed to pay- turtho:r attention to ·him. Aft,8f" roll ca1'l th.at 
evening he was taken te the, 111~ ,mere he died two 
~ l.atero 

Or another example: on Easter M:onaa:y J 1942 the .eather -.s 
mct:r:au.el.y ibed m th a heav.y snowfall. Wa 1"81'8 sit ting in the Etud. 
scraping· cm.ant off brloks, frozen half stiff. Suddenly- the 
Command.o Chie£ appe8'l'ed and barked the !ollOlf.ing order: liDisoard 
caps,. coats and ,'.!a.cket.s1'' Sick with £ear for what might toll.O'lil'.~ 
1118 obeytid and conti.mlecl ,,:irking in our shirt scleeves. The Capo 
sneered at us:. 11You. dilrty Po1es, now you can ce1ohr-ateV1 

yowlG priaoner, not 1I!Q,r,e than 16 yea.rs old, had Md.den in 
a trench. He was terribly th.in and so tfflnbl1ng 'td th the cold 
that ho evidently did not hear· the ordel'. · Or pel'hapa he didn • t 
om-e whether he heard it or not. The Capo, howovser, bad me•an­ 
-nhi.Le stagg.m"od off (he "ll'8S half drunk) sinoe ha di(h\1 t in~and 
to rmain ou~-doors in thiB ~ched weather. As a matter of 
£a.ct, he cnred ver:; little about. the prisoners; the sooner they 
died, the batter. The a.now had. stopped fABi:ng, but in the ooid 
wind. we .froze in our shirt sl.e&v,e:s; oertain death a«ai ted us. 
ijobody' lmn -.,hen tho Capo mi~ cane back~ perhopa: in a. mment.., 
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perhaps in a 11eekJ or 1n a month. While we waited, tha mOll' 
tarted to fall again. A few foreaten came I"Wlning in our 
direction from a stove around which theJ had been sitting, 
to eee bolt 11e are gett.tng on with our -.erk. Ono of theDI 
discovered the hidden youngste'l' and shouteds 11All your 
c.lothes off, at. once, you swine 111 A8 the kid did not react, 
the foreman pounced on him e.nd started beating hials •undress 
or l will beat the lite out o! you or, better atil.l, I will 
report you to the chief'•" At that moment· the Capo arrived. 
A sharp blcl'l of a -whistlet "Fall 1nl8 We formed our ool\1111Zl8 
and knew that. it ineant 11et.icki.ng together.• \'le were led 
into an open apace where we aank ankle-deep in lll\ld. Now the 
''sport" started. 1'Do-ml. UpJ Quick U'ArchJ etc.• We literally 
rolled in t.be mm. 11Flatt.en outl JUll!Pl Jim 1 HandS out frontl 11 
Vie were covered .,it-h m.ud trom head to foot and scarce)cy able 
to st.and. '!be •exercise" hnd no-w been gping on for about hall' 
an hour. To fini.eh we had to do 11pw1h up• exercl.ae11, altematel.y 
lying down fiat and supporti.ng our bodies on our hands. 11Up, 
ll:nm, Up, llil'f11% 11 The Chief' oi' the Comi:iando inepecud the rowD 
and H'II an old man who 11'8.8 unable to continue. l11111edtately an 
SS guard threw himself' upon him and kicked him in the head and 
face with heavy hob-.nniled boots. When at la.at the poor old 
gave no further ailJI of lite, he was left alone. 'Na were then 
al.lowed to atani up and continue with our work. The bndly 
injured man 1'BB carried over to a dry spot. among piles of 
bricks. He opened h15 eyes, tried to say something but couldn1t 
utter a Yl'Ord; and we had to leave him as in the meantime the 
order 11as given to res\llle work. The result was that at the end 
of the day we carried home another corpse, But 11e had gro11n used 
to it. We mar-ched and sang jolly Ge.rman songs, as the Capo 
wanted it to be so. 'l'he Co1!111£1,Jlclo Chief 11a1ked alongside the 
group; he grinned: ""iou do sinR: wellJ 11 

D.lrlng my work in the "'concrete squad11 I caught pneumonia 
(as was found out later). At the beginning l a.voided the 
11ni'irmaryu and hoped I would get over it. I kne11 too well 
what nappened there and that selc:bm one left. the place alive. 
But I becam.e so l!eak that I oould hardly move, and finally bad 
to give i.n. I became co111Pletely ind:L:fferent. In one way I was 
lucky that my friends in the i•1nfirmarr' took care ot me 1:10 that 

as thErl ab1e to enjoy "pri vil~ged11 conditions. When I entered 
the "Krankenbau" it -.as composed o! three different buildings: 
Bl.ock 28 - 1nternru. illnessea -, Block 20 - infectious illnesses -, 
Block 21. - surgery. Later on three new "blocks11 (Blocks 191 9, 
d 10) were at tac he d to the II inf1 rmary. u 'lhe,y composed the 

so-called 11Hygiene lneti tute.11 Here, sterilizing by X-ray 
treatment,. artificial insemtnnti.on of wor.,en, u well 

rimen ts on blood trana!usions were carried on. Male and 
male prisoners, eapecially Jells,. served as "guinea pigs11 for 

these experiments. 'lbiS 11block11 was oompletelY i.aolated frotll the 
reet. of the caep so that nevm from it reached ue only very seldom.. 
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It wne: not easy to be a&d tted w the 11in!'imary,. u 
as t.he "rniniJn\111\11 s;1tnptom was a fevttr of t-rom 38.6 to '9· 
oegreeB (C). Li.ght casee of fever :were not addtted. All. 
11,pplicntiona for t.ran1Jf' er to the 11 :tnfi.rm,aryu had to be sub­ 
mi tted to the chief ot: one1ei own 11-block,'1 l'lho bud the right, 
to reject ony such request~ 'lben the uick per5on hud to 
ait foJ:' ht1urs in the courtyard of the 11infinnary" besfoN 

being called in for prolilninery eD11d.Mtion. Il the doctor 
( a prisoner) 0011 stdere d him worth treating, tiu hnd to 
drese and i.wually take a: cold bath heforo bein.g presented to 
the OC"lllan doc tor, after :fm-•tber long hour~ of waiting. 'lbe 
sick ll,ON classified into two gTIOUpi!!~ 1'1Jil'y81'1Su and Jm;s. 
Theaa gniups were again subdivided into further groups., of 
which the first included. the inck who were to rernnin in 
hospital, being consi.<ie,nd 11eurable.• The saeend consisted 
of ext.rernely run down pa t.ient.~ 1 chronic casea, ond the hill- 
e tarv:t.ns or mutilnted lihose recovery could only be effoct.ed by 
a lol'lG stoy in the hospital. This group l'jas proctically 
condmned to death by pbeno l 1:nje ctl..on:i in tbe heart region. 
f.acia1 cmaide:rat.1ons pla.yed an iJn.portant role. M 11Aryan" 
reall.y had to be seriously ill to be' conder.ined to death by in, 
jecti.on1 w.he.l'ea.s 80 to 90 pera,an t of the Je111::1 1'hospitali,z;ed!il 
there were 0elimina:tvd11 in thi8 l!lMner. Yanr of ttiem knn 
about thi'- m.ilthod end applied for aanission as rio-call.:ed 
11iutcide cmdidntea, ti not having the cow·nlle to thro\ii' thYn­ 
selv,e.s on to tho hip-,h tension llfire6 • 

Uwi 5i tun t:>.on lasted durl..rig the 'Nhole oi' 19 42 until the 
tinl e the mn:16 e.xtermtnat:ton of intiemed Joos at .dU::S CHi:1I 'l'i. bew;rn. 
Dmger of death by' inject.ion did not only tlmoat.en the newly­ 
arn ved ho spi tul. cases or caaual ties. From time to td.Jlle 
(usually once a month) the Oerman doctor u:fled to effect 
a 111tnute •Control. of all the sick. In each ward an attendant 
(wrually a doctor) had to 11prestmt" each patifmt and give full 
account •Of his i ll.ness. lf the pa-ti.en t I l:I st.ay hni?Ptlfl ed to have 
excee&!d a month, or if he 'J18l"8 very naJc,. he WH liated. 
1he Oerman doctor alv.,1sys kept. the sick record:! of tho oondfflf.1'.lcd 
eo as to avoid tlllY attempt at intert'el'ence on the part of the 
pr1sone:r6 themselves.. liaeh such special check-up by t-he Oanna.n 
doctor wmally rcaulted in a li;::it of 200 to t.00 111en condmned. 
to death; while the 111normaJ.11 death list of the da:1.ly routine 
imlpection v.e.ried !110m 20 to So. 'lbe inje cti.o ns were Ki ven on 
the same da:y. 'lbe new patients 11ho wm'o booked for t,he '11~Yl'i:n,ge11 

(as it wa:J called in the caap jargon) Ncei ved no clothes and had 
to rt1C1a.in wai t<ing in the corridor - naked. They won then led 
.from Block 28 to Block 20 71heirie the uopttrationu took. place in 

a:pe c::1.al room. An SS man by the n anLe of Kt.ER, a s.hoen:taker b:f 
profession, gave the inj.eotions.. He had taken up thia post in 
the hospital a.a a simple 5S pri va to, but 'Ila:. latllI' pJ.'Dmo ted to 
SS "group l,eadar,, 11 al thou Rf\ practically a 1110ron. He also 
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received suppl.mentar;r food rations and wu awarded the Iron 
Cross. There -were days when this psydlopa.th picked out 
victims fran. the wards on his own 1D1 tiative, without 1n­ 
Gt.ruot:1ons f'rca the German dcctbr, on whom to practice hi• 
"technique." He ...aa a oCDplete aadist, torturing his :ri,ctJ.me 
-..1th tlnimal.-.like brutality before pitting them to death. 
Later it 11&8 decided that his nerves had 'been strained by 
11overwork11 so an "asoo.crtant,11 watl· rec:ru;tted, a Pclillh volunteer, 
by the name of PiNSZCZlK, No. 6(17 from 'C'raco,r, ..,,ho was trane­ 
i'en-ed to Oema:n:y du.ring the winter o.! 1942 where he presumably 
died. 

11
The illjeotions were then sporodically' administered by 

"Sanitatsdierurtgehil.ten,u or given by the chief of the 11inf:Lrmary.111 

For a certain time, an.other Pole named JERZY SZYMKOOUK, 
No. 15490, 111\mctioned.11 voluntarily; he died in tho simmer of 
1943. 

The injections nro not only adminietered to tho ,reak and 
ill, wt also to prlooners in the political. section ·-.mo ,.ero 
condemned to death. 1'pe.rt from this, on one occasion, two 
groups (the firs't com.posed of 40, tho aeccnd of 80 prisone.rs) 
of young and strong youths tet,,een the ages o! l3 and 16 years 
were put to death, en the greund that they were 11orphans" and 
could not be ccn5idered in the c3mp as !ull.-nedgod workers. 

In the autumn of 1942 came the, mu:saore o.f the IDBLIN 
transports '¥fhich caused great UJ'll.'8Bt in the camp. One of the 
5al'litary eervice a.ttendo:nts refused to administer injections, 
.stating that he was an SS man and not a murderer of children • 
Another attendant had to be aummoned to carrr out, the job. 
This affs.ir cauaGd a lat. of talk and Gtir as at least 15,000 
to 20,000 people lost their lives and even JERI.DI a:sked for an 
xpl.anation ot the high mortality rate in the hospi t.al. The head.­ 
doctor, WIRTL1 disclaimed all. ~ledge of S\lch events and laid 
the blame on the camp doctor whose name 'l'f8.8 BNTREST, a German 
.from the POSEN district.. A mock inqu1.ey ,m.s held at -which 
idtnesses from the hospital adm1.nistratio.n had tc tes-tify end the 
lists of the 1tdeceased'' were checked. J.s 111?,lJUslment\l the camp 
doctor was sim~ transferred in the sai:i.e capacity to the 11HJNA.u 
As a result or all this, murdering b:; mean.a of 1nj.eot1ons stopped 
for a ,mile, althou,gh it was resumed on a. small.er scale soon 
a.:fte:nrards for hopele:ssl.y sick cases. ~ or those condemned to 
the •isyr1nge11 wore used as experimantal material in the 11Hygiene 
Instit11tei1 (Block 10). The inject.1.ons doubtlessly frightened the 
prisoner:, tram: asking to be adm. tted to the hospital. 

Another major dangw 1n the cemp was "delousing,'' ae it was 
1uphemistical.l.y- cal.led. Th.e whole c8J0I) obvicusly- wn.s covered with 
lice and nea.s and largo disinfection programs were carried out. 
However, the Nsu1ts ,.ere never apparent and our uwashing11 o1lf'o.ys 
came back a..1.most &3 full of lice. .lctual.ly, the 11cleloudng'I wa 



de,sls;noo to combat typlms epd.demi.c s which had bsecae a real 
pla{JUC at- the camp. During thes:r, actions everybody was 
~cl!. and those 11d.th bad c~e>d.ona o:r in \1'8akeno4 bodily 
condi Mon were, aceording t.o the ;canp docto:r1 s mood., deat.lned. to 
be ~assed. They ~o simpi]ly 1.ed to the u1nfirma.:cy41 from. ,rhet'e 

to :50 pe:tcent we:ro 11ev8.Cl:latetl." A Llde].ousinB:-11 action m:deh tool< 
a particularly' lll.a,r,ge toll in victims ,,,as conducted in July, 1942. 
Dm.'1.ng tho course of this 1tp,1rge11 too l'l8.ak, those ill vt.ith ts;phus 
or in post-typhus quaranti."le, '1"181"0 all sent to B.ltZ.UfSKI ...dthou 
exception. Tb.is method was oonsidored the moat radical. !or 
elilJXi n~ti.ng typhus. The vra::J' in ,.;hich those eoncJ.emned to tho gas 
chmube~ werse t:ro.oe::ren-ed. to their doom ffll.S neeptionally brut&l. 
and inhuman. Senous cases from the surgica.1 word who st.ill had 
their banda.p;os on, and a. procession of e::dum!rt,ed .nnc\ horrtbly 
~a:ted patient.s J ev·8P co,nvale.scent:;s on t.h.e road to l"ecovacy, 

,iere londed on to, tru.oka. Thoy were all ookia:d and. the sp<r::t.a.elo 
,'\las dread.ful in the ,extreme. The trucks pullod up a.t the· 
entranoo of the, block and the untortwiate victims were simply 
~ or piled on by the a ttmd.ants ( I frequenUy Yd. tnes sed such 
tragio transports). A hun~ed people ,vore often jammed into 
$nail tiuck. 'fhey all knew exactly '°di.at- their fato was to 

be.. '!'he hrge majoirt ty remained! eomplet.ely- &p3thatic Tmil 
othars, m.oatl,7 patients f'rOl!l. the surgery with bloody and gaping 
wounda or frightful. sores, strogglod iranticllJJ,y~ All m-ound tho 
trucks SS men ml.led about like ma.d'11£ln, beating back the hOl'iling 
crowd trying to lean out. Svery time it ~. a t.orrible e,.,-perienC4 
'to ha.ve to dra,g our fr1ond8 to the truck. :I.lost of them 1--.:are 
~uiet and bid us farewell, but navei· forgot to remind us s II Do 
not f'.orget rev:enge.,11 Undm- such. oonclitions men1s hearts turn to 
stone. Imagine a pdHnm-t s killing his brother in one of foe 
,.,ards so 33 to evo1d his havina; to undergo tha dreadi\d trip b-.t 
truck. ( I happen to know the names and ~trl.¢.ulation nw::1bon; 
ot the 3e two part.i.cular pri son.liil'-S). It can ,.re].1 be imagined that 
wo just. shrugged OUJ;' ab.ow.den men told ~1a Oemai. i'aiey tales 
rag~ tlhe KAm :tncident. 

III. THE JE'.'lS 

Originally, the oamp 0£ 1USCl£'lITZ "i'!lS intended onl.y i'OT' Polos. 
l t was- ~ed 'Qr a gJ"OUp 0-f Ger.nans ( no mo110 t..~ 30 at tbe be­ 
giJlnillg) '\'!ho had be9ll tTmsi"errod from n Oeman conc-antra.tion 
eanp. They- were -prisoners as '1'1911 but it ~p v&toro.ns:, 11 ii' such an 
w:pres.sion ~ be used~ Most of th8JI\ had been :lmpr.i.,onad aa £ar 
bade as 1934 and W8iI'8 w.l. moro or less Fon,eaional. crim.inals. 
3ut as ti,rr., went on AUSClMffi bocorno ill.Ql"O mxl more ol an inter­ 
national. camp an.d the f1rst J'mm :narted to an-ive in 19/J.. Tb.ey 
ware umnediataly aeparate.d from the 11A:rynns,u and quartered in · 
special ll block:h O /1.l:tllough at the time S¥3tema.t.i c ex.oCllltiorw ,1.--cro 
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not an estab1ishod rule, it ean be stated that as a result ot 
bad ·tre&tl:l.8nt by SS 1:11Sn, Ca.p0:31 aoo. fcn"E!IOOn ( the rnajol'ity ,of 
OeI"man oi•i&in, but often Polea who were enlisted. by !'Ol"ce), 
Jen - irRspect1W cf bis p)vsical conchtion - could not la~rt 

more tllail, tl(O weebl,. A young Je\'11 :fM" instance, who Y.ae :robust 
enough t,o be abl.e to de his work 110.n th.e doubJ.eU (i'Ol" exhrnpl.e 
p\l;!;lhinf; a he.a vily laden wheelbe.rrow} 110uld mo:rt pro ba hl.Y be 
unable to keep it \lP in the long run. If he shoul.d lfflOII s:tetJB 
of hold.inc out, m rrow.d 1.nevi ta bly be killed sooner or later 
by such mistreatment as being beaten ,ri th a sbovel. or pick 

. mile. 

In those days nil the Jews ha.d to vrork in the f•q_uarry 
squad .• u At a trot they had to bring grawl on wheelb.,.n-C'WS 

'rOOl a pit abouii 15 to 20 mete:rs deep up a. steep slope. At 
the top, SS men and capos checked their work and the speed at 
which it ,aas carried out, and. anyone confd.dered as 111oafingi 
waa s~ pushed over ba.ckl'ral'ds nn he ar r.i:md a.t the top so 
that he crashed back down too incJ.ine 111'1 th lrl.1!1 i\11.ly laden 
ba!t"l"O'l1'• This was one or the guards 1' favourite pastimes·. such 
trca.taent of Jewish prisoners prewdled fr~ the time the rust 
Jews am. ved at tw camp until the spring of 1942 l when tlm 
:Cirst large t rnnsporta of Jews ( tens o.f thousancls; began to 
&.rrt~ and the extenuination campmen vras getting unclenr.l,y . At 
first there were £ew Jami at the camip, most of t.han of' Polish 
orl.ginj. who had been aent there along with other Polies. They 
were umediately separated frQn the latter.. They had been 
arrest.ed not aa a c.anseq.uence or their being Jewish, but fOl" 
0£fen:3cs directed a~inst t1the security of t.he Oenian State.u 
Only from the spl'ing or 1942 c.n were they rounded up a.n:i 
extel"lilinated ne.n masset' o:n racial grounds. Certain 18.rge scalie 
prepara:tio:ns had to he made to receiv-e these mass transports and 
a spe~ eonoent l'a ti.on camp ,,.as opened a. t BIRKENAU ( the fol.ish 
n.,me o.f th;J village is llAJSI{O) • Adminioter,ed by Germans and 
Poles,. the camp mu. guarded by SS d,0tachn:ents. Condi Mons vrere 
appall:i.nc. The Garit.P had no water, no drainage system, and not 
even the most elementary hygienic inSt.a.llations. The Je'l'l'S 
remained in ci vilia.n clothes -rmich tre:re r.i.arked mth red paint• 
Food was supposed -to be c:liat.ribut ed to them o.n a ba.s is siJn1l.a.r 
to tllat prewiling in AUSCHVlITZ, but abuse was na~nt. It 
often miwened tbat the 'inmates received nothing to eat for days 
an:l: then ~ a. small part or tbe rations they should have md. 
Altogether they vrere inh\llPElnlY treated. Tm sU.chtest collq)la.int 
tro.s punith.a bl.a by dea tb • 

The fir st. la:ree, oonvc~ arrl wd: £rem France and Slow.kia • 
Pl\rsical.ly abl.e P.en and. :women - those Tii t-hout chi.ldren or the 
mothers of gl"Cm'Dup c1~1.drPn - were ::iont to the camp oir 
BINJQllNAU. The remainder) i.e. old or weak men, woms:n with 
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:;mill oh.il.dl:'en, and o.11 those unri t, fo:r 1.obour, \'1'8re taken to 
the ilirch l'lood ( ERZ32.INKI) and killed by 1n.eans of h,:ytll'ocyam.a 
gas. FDI' this p.i,rpo3.e spacial gas~i."llJ btll'rack s had boon tnil' 
theN. These consisted 0£ largo hnl.ls,, airti.ght, and FCvided 
th ventilat.Ol'e which could be opened or closed e.ccordl:ng to 

be noed,. wide thoy TIOro aquippc,c, so as to create the 
impresaion o£ ha.thing osta.hUshm,rmt.s.. Thi a \'1U done to decai v:e 
the victims and meike;, th€ffl more man.ai;ea.ble. Tha c»:e~utians took 
plh.ca as £01l.ot'l'S: each d.eat..h convoy con:dsted o£ same 8 to 10 
t.ruck1:1 pa.eke~ '111. th t:hs II selectees; t1 ·the convoy was mguarded .. as 
the ,.,hole frighti'l:ll. drama took place on camp territory. 
A. pri vato oar containi."'lg the omnp doctor 1'ollom3d each truck 
conVO-J' since it was comp11lsocy f'O r him to be pre sent at 1;.heGe 
liDas.s axocutions. On their arrival at ·the gassing establiishment, 
1,'lhi ch was su.rrounded bJ"' a double barbed. ,,1.re fence J men, woman, 
and children h.ad to o.cmplete1-y u.ndl'"eS s., Each o.f them was gt ven 
a tom3l and a pioce or soap. Then they 1-fera dri wn in to t.Jte 
ba.t're.ck Wltil it was can:ple-toly fiJ.led up, Everything 1,-ta.-s 
hennet.icall.y- closQd, and specially trnj.ned SS units threv, 
hj'lb'.ooyanic b0111ba throUgh tha ventilat.ion openings.. After about 
ten 1::d.nutee the doors '1'191'8 opened, and a speoial squad composed 
exc1usi ve-1,y of J e:tm had to clear ~·ray tho bodies and px-epare 
tor .:i run1 group of tt.seleoteas.11 ':l'ha crematoria had not yet 
beon ~cmat.ruct,ecl,. 8.1. though t.11 ore 1'/0.s a. ~ one a.t AUSCJAVITZ 
,,;hich1 however, wa11 not employed: for 1::urni1'g these bodies.. Mas.s 
a~1es ,\-ero dQg at that time into ,mich the corpses ware Sili!p:}.y 

tllronn.. This continued into the nu turnn of 1942 • Dy this time 
e.'c:t,armina.ti on by cas v.'.ls being inwn::iified and th:Jira ,..,ras no more 
t.im.e e\l'en J:or m1ch sur.1111a17 't,atlal.. Row upon r-o,;r 0£ bodies of 
raurde1•ed Jews, covered oru.,- by- a th.in l.nya)." oi' earth, \'18Ni 
i'ridely dispersed in t.hc aurrou.nding field-G J causinc the soi.1 to 
b~oms nlln:ost marslly through: the putre.faction of the bodiea. 
he smell emanatinc :f.'l'om t.hese fieild.s became into1arable. In 
tho aiitumn of' 1942 all that remained of the bodri.ea had. to be 
exhum.ed Md the b:, nes collected and burned in the cI'le]llatoria 
(by thnt time four had been completed). An al.ternat1 ve •i'fcW to 
gathm:- the remains of the untortunato victims into heaps.,. 
pour ga.soJ.ine over them, and leave it to t.ha £lames to i1niah 
the tr~ody. The J.lUJ\ellae qu.a:ntity o.t human ~hes thus co.llected 
was carted B.'I~ in evocy di re ct.ion to bs scat t,ered over the 
rial.as whore these ma:r.~yrs had i'ound thw.._.. last re@t. 

In the meantime1 the crematoria had been i'inish.od and. the 
mJlahm• 0.£ atti val~ ,:as. steadily i.ncreasinc. oa.ssi."lg Wld wrning 

·ter~ carried. out at record speed. but the supply of co rps8s bec~ 
o large that occasionally the,-f had to 1-a:10 rt to the o1d method 

of opep air c~ina ti.on. It is o stimatad that a.pprmd.nw.te:ly 
1 1/2 million Jei.,s \,ere extGirma.nat(ld in this manner.. \'ii th the 
KC0ption ot the Polish Jews, the other Jaws had nc idea. '\"lhai 

,·'1!s :in store £or thB:l .it AUSClt·1rrz. \'le -were told 'Qy' Dutch an, 
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French Jews that the Oet'lll80.8 had informed tb,efll that they 1'18I'9 
leaving their countr7 to be transferred to Poland ldl:ere everyone 
would be able to c cntd.niu.u work in his own p:ro,.fessJ.on or, et.ill 
bettor., wb(lre f-0r each shQp1 concern1 or factory seized by the 
Gema.ns an equi '(a.l,ent source of li V'ellhood: "°uld be pi.t a.t 
thoi.r diapoaal. Thq '1'18ro to toke their wllDle :f-ortunes 1lli th 
th.$11 and liquid cash .f't>r at least six '1'188ks... Tbls r,o au! ted in 
considerable 8:llOllllts oi' money and val,.ua.bles being brwght to . 
AUSCl:Wil'i'Z \11W8t cf' 'trun b,y DJtch bankers and diamond ~sn1ia), 
most ot l'ihich was stolen by the camp stat£, SS men, 8llld t 
prisoners. The condemned .JellS genorally faced their"f:ate 
calmJ.Y, al.though those an-.iv:Lng in l:9'43 bad a. clearer idea of 
irthat a.wa:Lted tho:m., 'l'he spoTaclic att€111pta at l'l8bellion and ma.es 
escape, wl•n tho fr-e:Lght cars v181N wload.ed upon arrl.¥al, 111;1re 
bl.oodily repelled.. The special r,s.i1w~)'"' si-ding reserved ib r 
the convoys \'l'.llS surl'O\lnded by ooarcluight and machine pn peats 
On one occaaion these unibrtuna:to peopLe scored a small_' ~cH:,ess. 
It must havo been during Sept,emoor or- October, 194' af't.eto 
a transport, o:t l'iOmen had arnvl!ld. The acoompany,Lng 55 men bad. 
ordered Ulen to Wldre.,s and were a.rout t.o drive them into the 
gas chamber. This IIIOl::!ent. waa always Wied by tho guardlll as 
a eood opportunity for looti.ng, and. rtng,a :ind wrist. fletches: were 
torn orr '110mm' s fin.gm-a and arms. In tbft, ;eoni\laion. resul:tlng . 
fr,om one such attack, one V10man ?nnnaged to ~tell the pistol or 
SS Groupleade:r.- SCHll.LOOER and tire throe shlts at him.. He was 
senously 'l'IOU:nded and di.ed tho next day• 'l'his gaff the Bi gnal. 
for tho others to attack the executiomM:"s Bn.d their hench- 
men. One SS man had his nose tom off1 another lf8:8 scalped, but 
unl'ort'IUllBtely none of the women wae a.bl.e to esca,pe. Jl,thellil.&h, 
an at'l,~t was made to kffp this incident sooret, it re !ml.ted in 
an orde,rt s bai~g is sued •Nherelq 55 men l'J8l"e t»t all.,owed to remain 
in camp ,a£ter 8 p~m• 

'l'he ~tion of Jews continued rel.entlcs:Sl.y, al tbouch 
in the camp wnsiori relaxed. to a certain ex.tent. 'lhe h.te o:t 
thoae .Jows admitted to the camp hall been de~criced in the 
se<:tion s 0£ 11\Y report dealillSJ Yd th the gassing and ld.lling of the 
ill l7,ir mewis of inje,Qtions • • 

Until the summer of 19.lil AUSCH!t1l'l'Z lras mainlY a concentra.tian 
camp in ,'lhich no e:mcutions had token pla.oe so !ar. The tJ.ret 
0~0cuti.ons came .is a surprise for the majorlt::,r of tbe camp'•s 
in:nates. They- began 1n the !WllltlSr o.r 1941 w,,.en one evring after 
roll ca11, varlou.s n.tll3lbers were called up (I W8ll remember there 
were 18 m.811 fto:n. CracOTr alone). The men '\'bos'e numbers bad been 
cal.led we110 ordered t~ the stock room, 'ffhere they had to give up 
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t.he,ir clothes and t,er,e gi.1ren old raas {a. shirt a.rd pants) in ex­ 
change. Then they l':cr,e taken to the ~awl pit and shot with 
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners "MJl°e not 
llawed to bo present at the :,hooting, bu.t tllo execution was so 
rrangcd that practically the whole cnnp could witness the 

proceedines. After the execution a special command o was 
designated to b1ll"Y the bodies., This incident caused a great 
eal of unrest within the camp, as we bad aesUl!led until the.n that 

deportation too. concentration c.:u::1p excluded the death penal.ty 
fo-r o!i'a:nces agaioot the socurity- of the German State. From 
this day- on e,i:ecut1on."J were carried out at more less regular 
intervals, the victims 'being called up on 'l'u.esdays and Frida.ylle 
Later a.. special pl.ace of execution uas set up lfi.thi.n the camp's 
bowtdnry , an open apace between umocks 10 and 1111 where 
e7.ocut1ons took place generally in the morning. 

The index cards of the condemned men were sent fra:i the 
chief cJ.erk1s office to the l'espeative 11blocl<31• and iJl the 
mominfh 1..'lllllSdiately after roll call, the numbers of t 
prisoner.:, were ca.Jled up by the 11block rocorder.11 Ir the 
irde~ card bore the inscription 11to report ;immediately e.!ter 
roll call" and the 5i~ture 0£ the ''recording clerk, it it 
mennt that the prisoner called up ,vns to be 9hot. The 11block 
reeerder" assembled the victim.'l and brought them over to the 
chie.C clerk's office• There too numbers, names, and dates of 
birth were chocked acain. Ordered into rovrB o! !ivti by the 
car.lp eldest and the block eldest {al.so prisoners) , they were then 
marched to the place of execut,ion. Ii' the shooting was only to 
take place a few hours late,r, the men -were looked up in cells. 
If the execution, however, lfaS to be carried out at once they 
rere taken fll"st to the washhouse. They undressed and their 
nUJ:1bers were marked on their thighs with indelible pencil. Ai:te 
these :preparations, they were ai;a:1.n linod up in fives and then 
sent out to the execution wall {fll4st fol.ll" men and then two at 
a time). The men trere led out by the bl.ock eldest of ''D1ock ll'' 
or then by the capo of the cell b1ock {a. Jew), who took hold of 
the hands of the conder.med and dragged them out to the wall 
uhere he stood betneon the two. In the beginnine the condemned 
were forced to lmeel and bend their heads forward, but lnter they 
were usually shot standing. The executioners shot their victims 
in the back of tho head with a short-barrelled r11le llhich made 
a muffled report. 

Ai'tol" the execution the Ubody bearers11 lfent into action and 
removed the corpses to a nearby stable where they ware t.hro\"l?l on 
a heap of straw. The blood stains l'l'ere removed and the emplace­ 
ment prepared for too execution o! tuo i'urthor victims. Arte 
the vmolc group had teen liquidated, the bcxlies 'flere kept in 
11Dlock 28" until tm evening. At dusk all the bodies, includil:lg 

ose of other orisoners deceased durinB the same day 1 r1er 
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piled on to a big cart and pulled to the creinatoria. Latur, 
the eorpses were alBo r-emoved tram the place of execution in 
coff'ins and, if a considerable number were involved, a truck 
wa.5 used !or this purpose. 'lbeee •death tranuport811 al.ways 
took place during hourB o! curtew, as tbe camp authoritie 
'l'i5hed to keep the exeeutiona u secret a11 pot.1eible, in 'Which 
they were, however, not particularly successful. 

As mentioned oofore, such executions :;itarted during tho 
summer of 1941 and reached a peak in 1942 •1th the transfer of 
"diseipllnary compan1es11 from AUSCUWI'rl to fl.AJSKO (BIRKENJ'\IJ) 
toward.a too end -of l.lay, 1942. Tbgether with a large group of 

ueehnher11. ( 1\fo\ellnann11. was a term applied :ht camp jargon 
to convicts utterl,y exhausted by starvation or over work) 
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into these 
11ci.8cipllnary compmiea." '!hey were aJ.J. marked with a large 
red clot, as in these special gl"OUps the inmates were di!ferentiated 
by red dots on their chests and backs for offences committed in 
civil life and by black circles for •cri.mea11 comm1 tted in the 
camp itse].t.. Such •companies" lte:re made up of about 500 men of 
ll'hom, every second day, 10 to 15 were shct. '!he re.st of them 
bad to work extremely hard and await their tum. At the same 
time m.ase executions started in AUSCH\'IITZ (middle of May, 1942). 
Once, twice, or three times a week, 40 to 60 Cllen "ere simply 
picked out and ehot. Jrestlesmese increaaed in the canp, when 
by the middle of J\Ule the situation had not changed> to a point 
approachi~ open rebellion, eapeciaJ.ly after one maas execution 
:whi.ch cost the lives of 120 prisoners. The camp aaninistration 
apparently g<>t wind of tl\18 and., during a roll call sometime ill 
June, it wa.e announced that executions would cease and the 
death penalty l'IOuld be abolished. It 11as true thnt the prisonero 
reacted wi tb deep distrust, but on the whole the news had 
a quieting effect on everybody. And, in fact, there was a pause 
of l tc 1 1/2 inonths after which e.xecutions begsn again, although 
less often and only in small groups. nu.a state of affair.a 
cont.1.nued until October, 1942 when one of the largest mass 
executions ever held took 247 victima, al.J. Poles trom the LUBLIN 
and PODHALA districts •. Terror broke out in the camp ara a result, 
though again many reacted with ooJl\plete apathy. This ended 

a ghastly series of executions of prisoners who, upon arrival in 
the campt "ere al.ready condanned to death. But some of thein had 

en in camp over a year without kno11ing that their fate was 
al.rea~;y sealod. It often happened, for instance, that a prisoner 
leoted for execut,j_on would be lying ill in the hospital but, 
the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly 
jection in hi.a bed. The famous Polish actor Witold ZACHAREWICZ 

murdered in this way. 
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AU this, or courso:J did not PWJll.n that October, 1942 saw the 
end of the ~ecution o:f prisoners brollgµt to AUSCHWITZ with death 
,-,ru:rant s already- ~ignod. Qn1:;" the inethod. Wld:erriant certain 
changes• In the early days, :for instance,, tho J\ryan pl"isoner~ 
allmys been given m:anbers and then in.corpora ted into the .camp• 
La. ter a. new method was eYol'I/Bd consist.int in umecli.a tely' di vldi?JH 
tho newcomers into two groups:. those condemned to death and 
\hose who \','.ere to remai.n as regular ~tes. The .fir.:::t ~1•oqp 
was not a.1.loted serial num.oon but direotl.y trana.rer:red frail 
the ilblock lea:der1su central office to the cel.l.s in UBlc,ck 11.11 

The o:xecuti ems t oo.k place there and the arrivals v,ere ei thl'!lr :Jhot 
n t once or a few days later.,. This procadurc ..-1as adopted in an 
attempt to keep the l'dlole matter secr,et.1 and execu.ti.ons l'IOre only 
carried out late at night. In addition, 1Jhe camp inmates vroro 
led to bellev,e that only Uci vilians.11 were submi t'ted to this 
adical treat.ment {it mut ba stated tbe, .t onl.y' a perma."lent c.arnp 
i.ma. te was cons:Lclel.'led a llpris oner, 11 wherea-s newcomers 1 ,rithout 
numbe1·s and \vhO had not yet joined the r&l:b, were still 
de::signa.ted as nc1 n..l.iane"). So as long as only "ci vil.iaIJ.'3 11 nre 
executed tne regul.ar inmate:ll 11-ore not particularly upset. 

Ex-ecutions o.f "prisoner.s /1 hor1evo r, did not cease al together,. 
The camp adm~.rtist:ration was extrei:!flly severe regarding discipl.iIKl 
and :respect of cwnp l'Ul.es. For the sli~htest OC'li:.:;ion one vias 
marched off t,o the execution cells and,. of~course~ ne'VCr returned. 
Thi.nes became even worse 'When the poli. ticaJ. miction ( meaning the 
camp Gestapo) decided to take charge of the punisll:1umt of petty 
intiarnal. offences.. The frequent reDult ,ias that they- decided 
qul.lstions a:f.' lif,. and des.th accoroing ta the :i:.r own judglllent .• 
Briber"✓ bec~e the order of tm d.i.y. Amo~ the II off enec s 11 fox· 
beine loclmd up in t.he execution cells TtGre: being ''politically 
su.spect11 on the ~rounds or ha.vi.rig conto.cted 11civ.Uiwt:J11 in tre 
camp, spreading pollti caJ. news or cornmc-nti:ng on the German Hich 
Ooounand Is canm.uniqu.es, drunkenn&Ss, theft (i'oodstuffi. gold, 
precious s tontics), premedi ta:ted esc~e, eto" The de.it' ccll5 
l',ere al ways overcrowded and every now and then they had to b a 
•evacuated., 11 This took place as :follows: the camp leader, chiei' 
o! tho political. seot.ion1 GRABNER~ na.Je,. dashed in, .accCDpanied 
by a nurnbe:r- of SS me:n as drunk as bimD,alf. They i'i'ent .f'ra:r cell 
to cell, takil1g dram the partioula.rs of' e~h occupanrt1s case, 
the reason for his punisbn,ent, etc. li' the ca.mp leader had.:. list. 
o.f those condemned to death in hand, the pri.:Jonl3\t's could considel" 
th~c1 vea lucky, i.nasmuc.h wi it micht not yet be their turn .. 
But usually no notioa was ta~en oi' such: a list. \1ha:t. decided tile 
indill'1dual- p.risoner1s fate waa mainly the ilnpres::;ion hs r.iade on 
this IJMg oi' drunkards and the mood in ,·rhich the camp lco.do;r 
ppfi!Md to be., There lVW! no qoo$tion or ooru.idertne; tha nctu.il 

penalty. If ·too :irnpres.:31 on he 111adc nas not too un!a vourn.blc 1 t 
pri !I oner l'IOO~ned in his cell to al'lait !!:Ls execution a. t a later 
date unless he r;cimt to nw death voluntarily. Tho whole 
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iJltp,oation w!LQ .11ccm:ipart.111cl ~ • sren1) deal of vi.le l&tL~o Md 
bnlWll k'sllt.Et. l1111w,ll:, 8~ to 90 por-ct:nt o.f t~• d~ath nll 
occQpanw: wero Yevaeuait.oC(lr Ind abot. 1n front ot t.hD >t:ill ee that 
:i:p,ac:e 1110a ,igain nvntl.ablo tor now arriv.alih 'lhe camp in senern 
YIU, of OO\lrlilh nev,ol' inlorad of tldn t-cc:I'c:I. .)~Uoe nor wl\fl 
were 1 tB vict:l,!mii. It is true t<bat tho ralati vc11- t>! the vit:tims 
11:Bt'Q d.ulf in!OnllBl'I, but t.he OIWH of doo.tn Wll!B; 41•11)'11 giwm ,EIS 

beit11l '"natur4l." iln irtl;'.rmU.blil ll&OW'l.t of paper 'll'H wllatud 
C~Et t'aki! l'lsw.Nl8 nf Ulziol!I.O:os,. tover c:Mrts, i,1.c., ~e~tinll-dl 
to j~titY 1111;:;b single d.atb. tleath a.nncwt1cilt11Cnt.11 "l!'e?'e 
olo iHPMd :nev'1!1' m,rO tban R the rat.a of t110 3 dlly so a,11 not. 
to ~ii i,u;,:pic:!.on on Uie· ~outridl!I." F1:"0m the be1tilV1:'.I.Tig 
th.a ,1:xc 0Uti.ot1s warn Clll'r:l.o-d out. b:, a ~ingle l1lGh I ril'st., ~ 
~Obet•s~l'IA:rtllhrer" l.'i\l,l'fflCH~ '!ihc """11' later mcnt., to M otticera• 
Q"IWl'!..ng cant.ur~ anti then by 11,Sclwlr!:ll.hrer" S'l'I','lh'l"l.; wto 8till 
perf·orlllil tl:11tH dUt.,ie1'. ~acut1ol'IB ot WOl!l(ll'I 11eire repor·t.ct:I troa 
/IOSCl,"IQ. T'l, but in small 11u111001'11. on the ot~r hand, great 
n1.1m~n of p110plc 11e:ro e~t; .altar lmving be~ brou!l,ht 1h 
t:ruel! st.l'a\gh.t. trom. heed= •01J' ffllll prieons. In t,10 iru,tMc&i:i 
11ho:lo fllfflllla11 11'81:'U cnaut.ei:lk parontll> t;Q,&uther "1th UM<ir 
olrl.ldr~,.. In ono Qlll.l!i•e• an :in!ont a 1'rn1 IIO!lltn:. old ended Ju 
abort l.Ue 1r.. t.he ~ or niJI g0ther ~or-9 tint oxgcutlon Y!'llll. 
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HOL!l FOR P.ELEASE 
HO!Jl FOR RELF.ASE 

January 22, 19111'. 

CAO TIOtl = The fo.llu,rlng lll.lST llE HELD 1U ca,rrn E?fCE until 
rele.ased. 

llCtrE: Release is for ALL REGULA!l E:DIT'IO?IS of 
PtiPERS of Sunday 1, Ja."luat'f ~1t,y-thi:r-d.1, 1944. 

Release tr/ radi.o co!!ll:!e'.f'ltato:ra, nensca.:Jters, et.c., Nar 
:::AJitLIER 'I'FWl 9 :. 00 P. N. , E.. ',i., T ~ ~ satu.r<lcy , Janua.ry P.2 , 1944. 

STEPmll E,\R!X 
Se.tarY to the .Presiden 

-·- -- - - - -- ---- -- ,, ... _ --- - -- ...... -- -·- - -- -- - - 



The Pres.ident today, by F..xecutive Order, set up 

a ~Tar Refugee Board consisting of tho Secretar., of Stat,e,. 

the Sec 

take a 

ta.r,y of the . Treas~- · · .. and . tt}e .~.ecre"tjary of War 1. to 
' . ~ . % (lto-r,-"41 

tion for the iamed te rescue/\of as many as ·p.~ssible 
•gs: 

of' the persecuted min~rities of - ,, ...-- tt~Gl o \Qe:r civilian 

. . 4"' 
.J,~ .,.,...~- .. _t* 



S,e,creta.i-1 of the Treae.ury 

action §r 
poss1ble e Jevs) • En pc and the other 

o t , nemy --,eria enn !i1 er dti ko 0491 {;I 
!he Ex,eou:t1ve Ol'der deolares thet 1111 t ls the, pc;ili.cy 

t,o take 

of th18 Government to take all meaeur-es wi tb1n 1-ts power to 

reecue the v1ot1me of eneiny oppreeeton lilho are 1n .1m1nent 

danger- of' death and otherw1ee ito aftord sue.h v1et1111e all 

poastbl•e rel1e t: and ass1etanoe conll1sten t w1 th the .euooeutul 

prosecution of the war-'•. 
T:he Board 1B charg,ed w1tb d1reot reepons:lb111 tJ" to 

the Prea1dent 1n ee,e1ng that tho a.nnoun.ced policy 18 carr.1ed 

out.. The President 1nd1cated that while he would look ,d1re,ot1J 

to the Boa J'd tor the sue ee a.a :rul exeo:u t1on o t th 1 a pol1 ot, tbe 
Board, ot oouree, would eo.op,ere.te tw.ly w1 th the Intergov,ern­ 

mental Committee, the Un1te4 Nations Rel1ef and Rebab111tat1on 

Adm1nietra tlon, end other 1.nterested 1nterna t1ona1 organt1,a .. 

t1onliJI. 

.·1 

The Pree1dent stated that he: r;.111 golft8 \IQ aek tor am\ rit~ · ~ 
.tlu,ti ile I-expected tile ,oooperat1on ot 811 miembero of the Un1. ted 

I\. 
Nat1.on,e and. othet' :foreign governments in. o.al'rylng out th.ti 

diff 1cul t bu.t import.at task~ He eta ted that the e:de tlng 

fac1U t1es ot the State, Tr.ee.uu.r-y and War Departments wou1d be 
... 4i"t 1 er:. 4 . ~ - .employed tc.'traL 1. ii a!d ..,. .Axis v1ct1me to the tull,eet p:atent 

possible He stressed the:t 1 t wae :urgent that act1,o,n be tuen: 



at once tc toreetall tfi,e plan or the Nade to ,exterm1n.a te all 

the J,ews and o fh.er peraecu ted. m1nor1 t1ea 1n Europe .• 

It vlll be the duty ot ~ full-time Ex:eout1ve 

Director o~ the BoaJ'd to .arrange :tor the pro1:11pt e,xeout1on or 

the plane and programs. d:eveloped and the measures 1naugurated 

by the Boud • 
~ 

. <?Jfl e: .... ~ -M,/UUV 
~ C9-"'«: s a 

. ._ 
f 



IIOW 1.CJJ) 

"IJU'7 :n, lsili 
CAI/TlO~, Thm follao:l "I! W&T !II! l!!!ID ll! COllflDEIII;-! 
HUIIII 

1IW 

llt.ilM,:;a by radio ~c::;ml-aLO,m, nl!'if.!t11.!1 lerl!I, ... ~. , 
tDT ~lt!.lfJI TJ!AJl t110fl P,.LI., !.t:.t., Slt11rdq, Ju,IW')' i2, i,JJ,, 

Ttia ~rd lo c:ramr~ed ri.t..h dl l'IJC!L ~"~]l<lll:rtbil:l.t:, "" 
th., l'nd!IQilll. in ~,ioa.in,; t.l\at. t.ba 11.mowi cul roUcy l■ c.11,n-11!4 
O!Jlt.. TM l'N.ttd.ent incl.ic&licd ~h:Lc. 111,1.1., i:.. ■CIUJ.d look dime~ 
t.i;, I.ha lkUN !or U'il wc:ce■:i.ftl.l n«~l.ian or Lh L• J)OUey, ~hi! 
ncar-d, o.r ~runo, 11:wld gcar•r.ii.h !\lily •U.b ill~ ln~erp.,,m• 
llt!ll.t.li'.l t;:acmiU,l>ll, t,!111 Dnil.~.-d til9,t,j,0ruJ ltclic!f @d n,it.,.bllt~­ 
Uon l,,cnin1:1u-111U.Oft1 am alhmr 1nter.,Mcd U!u,·dl,8 ~1Cllll.l or­ 
cnnl.T.,.Uar..:i. 

IL ~ill l>c Lhc ■lu~• ur " n,U.,_t,,,c, r:.:...,ut.ba lllin,dor 
c! t.)ig Jt;lal\l to l\ffl1111,C■ fo::- ~ J'rcapL MiiCll.l.~11111 af Ul.t1 pl.u!! 
•rd ~toe run:, drn,l"Jl"',! ;and U-Ai l'O,i.:il,lr~ bi.NE!lnit."114 b:, t.t, 

rd_ 



_n;.::,.S n I.I 0,. pdllcr or UIII -or~t I.cl ui.■ all lllfHUt 
••U.11111 1ta J)O'.ff t<i nllQI• 121.a vic\J:.11 a!' etillll!' <>JIP"IUlon who an ill 
l,ndoen~ "6n,;•r or dN.ttl add ol!w~ UI DJ!Qm lllldl "101.1-■ Olli 
p<alil>l.9 nU11r Cill!I o.■•li•AN:a oanD<lll.«ll ,rill, ~ -1.eHl\,l llf"'D1tw• 
\J.IIO r:i Ul11 "11:"I 

11 'll!J:illlflll!:, b,11 Tirli.D o! W... mU.crll;,1 v11•1Aid µ,.., Q)' ~ 
~ca;UWU<.n and. IJ'lt •t&~IAl6 of tlw ~Ill~ 5tal,H, a9 l'z,aak!~~ of 
IJIO Unltall i;c.al.N an!~• CGi.Paalar JI! t:llUif af Uin NV",/ ..n,,i JtlLY)', and 
in ordar t.a ~ fr.<,t,unLO ■1th o,11 poHll>la apoed tho rH..i• Mid. Nl !ill 
..t ..., ah 'l'lC t,..., o.r aa!IM,ll' oppr-a:Hlon, iL Iii MNbY <lriWl'M u rDllC!ifl: 

... IJ! uta.hl.lilllwd. J.r, th■ El!itO.l u ... or, i,c,o af IJ,y Fro>■:1,d"111:. 
a 1'ar J!Jf/lu!l)ID llotl'd (ha;,...llln!t.m- nf•l'l'OCI l.o H UID ll<i11rd), 1'1■
IIQI~ !l/lall C'l!'d1Ji~ or tll■ S,,ol'II tat'.)' of au,,i,,, Llll Saantaey of - 
TNPl'r.,· o:1111 IJlol t;;,,c:n1 t.ory- ,.r llll<', -n,o l!au"d • 7 l'<Quil •t tllo ~ndia 
~ otl:nnr "';cno 1•" .,.. ~~r-nl.t M) pmrticipatt 111 it■ d•U~;r.aliana 
....... , m~wa •~ciall,11 ■rr~cun.i mcb •fl.•IIC1H .,,- do;iu-1-,U an 
wrlnr c.,n:i ldo:11111.im+ 

2, 'DW !l<JOT11 11\liU bii cl!U i;."'1 ltilJi lilll """l'""11WU¢• JOI' eo1. .. 
lh,U !.1\11 poHC:i' or th, nottmpo,nL, ■I •tat.-;! la Ill• 1'1'•-bla, 1il - 
rlail QUL, 11111 fl,nc tton;1 ol tb,a, Pa.rd •ll!ill lr.ohilo mill ou~ UaU•• 
i.Ua ~ da1'alop,;;r,t al plonm •nl '"°CCr&C!S "--rl \hi lnm!.!l'"lllt.1411 ot 
ilfCo~U'"' .-:u.Yni• fCII' (al 1.1'1!1 ,.,11¢11.,, uwu,por tal..101>, m1111.e·r,.a;,u:" and 
Nlj,,l ar ilil ~io tJm or •IIC■u aJlC!1'$191 ... , o:nd [~) the Y■Ulbl ~at 
or bavwlll nl Le-...,,-llrY N!lap for ~u.a, .u tM, 'I'» lh1s a,rl I.I.. 
~-, U\r1N1$ •~-~lat.Q _,..b, ~boll tllll, U,y ""c..is..DllrJ •~ r.o 
arill"t Um c oo~Nit.ian or fOi'Dl,j:c ~omlll'N'.l'"ta aat 0-.ldn IJ>.,.IJ' partl­ 
cl.Jlo,li<m in 1,11,11 """cut.iCCI r,f a,ob ~lans lmll pro,:,.....s. 

J. IL :shall bo !.l,a dJi~• ~ \.bo SU!M, Tr<!· • 
n~•• ,r11hi<o Ulai.1: niopecU.Y1i "l'"".-a1, tD a..-ou~= •I. uv, -■, or 

w, ~ood, tbo pl,.J,M am peq;n.1a .o dH"1opo:1 Md ll,o m&11111r,u •o 
imu"°l'lllt.ocl. It Ill.all b" t.111, wu, ol 0.. btlaJ■ of bl l a10,,..Li~ Al'd 
d~-nt• to ov;,pl.,Y or obWJ\ t<r 0.0 ll~ (Ille~ 1tll"M-.UClll - t.a 
ox!A-Jlll tQ tho ~C&NJ . .,.cl, ""Wli•", sb1v,~ lll>d ol.l■dr 1;JOdlb1d 
.ilitD-• ■n'I f1,o,tlit.iu■ ILi U1!1>-..,, ~ >'""llllnl ill i,orr;,lll/: ~~ tho 
1•ro'lid= of !lll..o Onlal". u,a si..t• Dlpl>rtml>I. •1111U. appa4tJL SE!"Oin1 
ati.aclw~ ,rJ.l:JI Oi,plamU.: ~ i.tbas1 c,n tl!O ra ..,_,1111a.UC11 gf U!II ~oo.r,:I, 
w bu ai.aU.-1 abrend l;r• pli>o'l'I .t1u•u i~ ill 1.~17 ~~ onisl.aml 
Hll 1M ra"1•NHI ~ '!Iii," ...,t1,~11•, the diJ tio s ILtld ,:•r,p-1!11l it.tis■ r,f 
""ch at\4dll!'" r.o Ii!! <tarira:l I.!)' UIY lloor<I ifl cor-=lUUOn wilh L 

. ~IA~ IJOp>:r iaiM. 

4. 11,o ""'1ri <lhd t.111> ~La r.,, TN.!!•«7 .itid [f,ir IJOJ)llll"U!illllll.• aA< 
m, lll,QttUII, '° ■CGUil~ U-.• ...... 1~•= o:r acml.f'itt.U.O,,.O at an:, prl=W pvr­ 
DIJll'lll O ll!l"li."21:.iJ <>r~i@tioo■, Jl~to ll«JlflGLl>I, or a.~.L.,,:lH at rC<Ni,CII 
r,'11\'0lll'"""t• in 1:11.rr:,lt!i aaL ·l.b• purpmu of v,:la t'lrdor, ?h• UO!ll:'i! 
11',!lll o.oopur&t. ,dU, 1111 o1n-1tln;i ntd fl.It~ iDMU'fl,QUOIIOJ. <W;;am1u­ 
t1anll conccrnod ,riu, Li,~ 1•rah.lo• ~f !'l't,!vua ~"""• .oillllro~nnc~, 
lnat ;>oc" l.4Um. NlUi r, l'llh:a~illt.11 t1"1l, mlil r'OOM tl,111mnt, 



1>r~r11.1111 d..,11~ 
l\ll■ iilClt.!.'f'i• 

G. 'Dill !!<!11"4 •"'"11 i,. .Sw-..el.l:, rv111>iMD"'1,I tQ Iii• rho;IJ;;j<1n~ 1,, 
o..-q:h\il ... ~ u.. ~""":l' .. r t1:i.t. Gawr r><m1 ~, ... ~ La~ 1.i, tJW p.,,...,;,1a. 
'!,ffl t.lMI flolN ,l'IAll ro;port t.o b:11:1 11:t fN~IIL 1nl.Ol'TW CC.....,l'il!Jil 11w: 
otq,.:, L1>iomo f"1r ti!■ rPl!ll" Qd ritUjJf o( 11V Nlll;,oaa !!!Ml ■Nill hlf:1 
mcb ,...,_,lllbl.iocua u ir. llmnl IIAf d::ooa "l'P""PL'1:, Lo tru- !IJru,,.,. 
!ICtl<m ~O Ol'ol'l."C- M1j' ~U f1<:11UlH wlCOi1i,l..,n,d iii \b4 rtlCU• o;rul r 
u..r o! ,.,... r-,f\J~•. 

11ti WHI'i£ 1fl)1i;.., 
....v 

~~lVH• 

J 
' 



Januar1 26, 1944 

OUM FOR. 

HE OECRETARY OF STATE ,:u; 

. D. R. 

,(l/25/44 - Dictated by Grace TuJ.l7 over the 
telephone - KG) 
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I ADDED ST.lin~ERS: The Secr-eta~y Of the rr-easury 
_ (~race £ays the Pr~~14e~t vante see 

Ji<' I today re Cha1rmanRti1p of ~lar- Refugt>e 
' Boalsd) 

• <- 

J' It "' 
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DH.TE RELEASE 

War Refugee Board. 

Pehle is Assistant· to the Secretary of the Treasury,, and 

Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the T'rea.sw-y 

has given Pehl,e leave of absence to ser,re as Acting Executive 

Director of the War Refugee Board. 

Pehle's work as Director of' Foreign Fwi.ds Control has 

af forded. him wiae exper-renee in nego_tia ting with repr-esen h~ 

tives of foreign governments as well as wl th the various 

dep.artments and agencies of this gover.nm~nt that will be called 

on to participate in. the work of the Wa.r Refugee Board. His 

work in these fields also has brought hilll. into close touch 

i th the problems now before the Board, and he is well kno,m 

to the private agencies interested in relie 

of r:-efu.gees •. 

Pehle is a. ca.re-er me.n in the 'Government 1' having entered 

ork and the rescue 

the Off ice of' the General Oounse I of the Treasury Departmen 
I 

upon his gre.duati~n f'r,om the Yale Le.w School in 1984. He was 

,< ff? 1-JZ 



- 2 - 

n a Assi.stant to the Secretary of e Treasury end Dirt:ctor 

of Foreign Funds Control in 40. He 1m1s se 1 ec ted by the 

Secretary of Sta.te a.s an Advisor and played a prominent par 

in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of' Economic and 

Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942. 

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944, 

by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 

the policy o.f this government to take all measures within 

its pow,er to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 

imminent da.nger of deatu, d otherwise to extend to such 

victims all possible re 1 ief and assistance consistent with the 

successful prosecution o he v,a~. er.ibers of the Boa.rd a.r 

the Secretary of State, the Secreta.ry of the Trea.sury ,. and the 

Secretary of Wa.r. 



D. 11IATE rtELEASE FEBRUARY 4j 19:lJ 

The ilar Refugee BoRrd recently appointed by the Presi­ 
dent has desigJ1ated John U .. Pehle a.s Actirir.t Bxecutive Director 
or the flar Refugee Baa.rd. 

Pehle is Assbt.a:nt to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and Director of Fo~reign Fwtds Control. The Secretary of the 
Trea:niry has IP,Vtm Pehle lea.ve of ansence to serve as li.cting 
EXecut.i ve Direct.01· of the \la.r f{ef~ee Board 

Pehlet s work as Di?-ector o1' Foreign Fwiris Control ha.s 
afforded him wide experi~ce in negoti~t.ing uith representa­ 
tives of for,eiwi aoverrum,mts as well aa t1ith the vro-ious 
epartnumh and aEenciiJs of this e.ovemml!nt that will be called 

on to par-tic:ipate in the \tork of the liar Re.fucee Board. Hi 
work in thes~ .fields also has broueht him into close touch with 
1;,he prohl1:ms nm'I before tht:1 Board, and he is we:i.l known to the 
pri Wii.h a.gencies interested in 1·ali1Jf tjork and the rescue 01 

refugees. 

Pdlle is a cal',e~r man in the Gov1:1rnmi!nt, havins entered 
the Ofrice 0£ th>J General. Couns-4 of tht.: Treasury Department 
upon his graduation frori:1 the Ya.la Law School in 1934, Hi! waa 
named Assistant to thla!I s~cretar!" of t.h1:: 'l"r~a.sul'y and Direot.or 
0£ For-:igri Funds Control. in 1940~ He t1as scbct~d by the Secretary­ 
of state aa an Ad viso,r and played a pratinfflt part in the Int er,-. 
t\.merican Conf~renee on Syst-e1c1s of B::onomic and Financial Cent.rel 
held in nashington in Ju:n1:1, 1%2~ 

The \:Jar Rcfo.gee Board i'i.as astabllsh~d on January 22,1944, 
by Executive ONle.r of the President, and cl1:r1:1chd to can:-y out, 
the poH.cy cf this (;OVll1"'111ihmt. t.o tak~ al.l mca.sur~s within its 
pov,er to r~scue the vietif.1s or ~e10.,1r oppression who are in iimlinent 
danger of death, and ot.hMrwi:u, to lil.xte:nd to such viot.ims all 
possible relittf and assistance consist~nt with the successful 
pros113cution of th1.1 war. Uel'lb~rs of th~ Bolll'd .u·e the Secret.a:ry 
of state, the S,ttcr~tary of th1:1 Trt,m,sury, and the Se.eretacy of War, 

- - - - ... - 
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ASSISTANT SE,CRETARY' OF THE TREASURY 

:February 15, 1944, 

Memo,randum t<;i J:tr. Swphen Early 

The l'l'h1 w Rouse 

The Presidml t might be interested: 

in reading t.he attached excerpts rr ~ 
an editorial on the War Hel\lgee Board JI: 
ll1lich appeared in the ltanehester Gllllrdian. 



~ondon 

R~ 'd 9: 16 p.m. . 
SE:crEtery of: Stc.tE~ -,.,Jl 

r10.shington. ---- ~ i• .. ~/(. 

1222, Twdfth, ., _., "'1•. ~ .~ 
FOR SECRET:.RY OF THE TREi,SUBY i.ND TH~ 'J;.R REFUGE!:: 

BOJ,.RD FR C.i.SJ.D;.y ~ 

Sin.c E: Ftbrun.ry l thE U!,NCHtSi'tR GUi.RDll.M hll.s 

drvot Ed thr EI:: Edi torio.ls to the l."lr.:r Ri;:f)l.g,i:: E Boe.rd end 

its prorsrnm.,. Tht first two \,E:rE b:ri Ef1 owin5 pri::sum.:::.bl.Y' 
. / 

to 1,a.ol< of ap tcif1,n infor..-m t1on but a.U hnv E b EEn 

st:ron[J;l.y fa vorabl c: to thE Bor.rd 1 :3 obj cc ti v e:s nnd lmv~ 

Ul'S Ed the: ES to.blishing of a s::mil~r board her E:. 

l En,gthy Edi toric..l in 
i 

today Ts OU!,RDI/,N: nThe: Unit£d Nntions he.VE nE:vre:r in 

thE 1.nst rightE m month.a !'110 i:::d tbE rdu,g Er pro bl rm 

boldly. Thr re:f'ua; E;E:s 1':rorn •• xis, nn.d E:spE:C ially HitlEr r e , 

prrsi:::ou.tion o.rr of ell pEopli.s tmd all kind~, but thE 

gre::c.t nwjority e1rE JE:wa; und one: st!y~ rightn:n months 

bE:OCl.l.lS£ thnt 1.s roughly thE period dur-ing which thf: 

policy 

;,c3l'i~ 
.i '/e.-,1 



... 2- 1222, Twe:lfth, from London 

pol:1c:, of 'cxtEr:minn tion1
• ho.s bEcn pro.ct is Ed.,, !ls it 

still is, w 1th thE full kno1"11 tdg t of all of us , If 

thErE hav c been one or two sl13ht signs tho.t he:rE o.nd 

th Er E thE full fury Of' th£ t trror ho. s r EC En tly b E En 

aba tEd 1 t 1s nEV£rthe:le.s.s trut. tho. t in grnErcl it is 

b dng carr i e:d OU t with thE old f cz-oc 1 ty. In DEnmo.rk 

and in F:rnno f: for instance childrEn bctwE"En thE ngEs 

of two and twtlVE ml.VE btrn SEiZ£d, herdE;d togEtlur, 

and cH:;ported to thE !unknown dEstinnt1ons t which 

e.lmost·~cErtainly .m.Ean death. It is .now 1'ourtEEn' 

months s inc E thE Hou:s E oi' Co·imnons s toocl in s il rno E to 

show 1 ts condanne. tiLon of such ht,~r,ors. But apo.rt 

from v try slight chang rs::s 1.n our own imnigre. tion rul ES 

and somE slight and unsprc;U'iEd. Efforts in nrutral 

eoun tr l e::s o.11 tho. t has b Em don E ie to hand ov Er thE 

work of' rEacue en.d rEliEf to thE IntErgovErnmenta.l 

Colnmi ttt f: in London. This bod:, j• consisting of u largE 

numibtr of govErnrnEnts and not EVEn yet fully constitu·ttd, 

is little 11kEly to gEt nt thE insistEnt, proctienl 

work thet 1s nEEdEd~ howEvEr nblE: and willing ln/l.Y bE 

its officio.la~ ThE main rnponsibil1ty ~ust nee e:ssarily 

bE with 



1222, Twtlf'th, .frOtli London 

b E with B:ritl:!. in and th£ un1t Ed Sta:t ES To rclv on 

'this ant1qunttd maohinfl~ cro•:1ling o.nd orEaking its 
, 

slow wo:y alo.ng, is to show toot WE hc:v e: ncv ,i;:r 

rEcogn1sEd this to b£ o.n ·u:rge:nt probl,e:m, though urge:ney
1 

is 1ts i;!SS EnCE •. 

At this moment PruidEnt Roo~ 

atcp - -- hich ho,lds out thE promisE .of that sort of _, . ..__.__.,,, .,_ ~__. .... 
practical action which has hithErto btm lergEly la.ck- 
__________.----.~WH"'4-~~ 1i!I iiilf liiil'" _,..,__,..... :o.......,.~...,_. .. iil!!i'IJlfll,'111fdl ..... ~ " 

ing.. By Executive: ord.Er, whosi! tExt ls now availnbl£1 - hE has Establ ishEd a war r r::.fug EE board cona h ting of 

the s ECrEte.cy of Stat£ (}ar. Hull), thE :s tel' £'t€1.Tj" of 
th:e: TrE~sur7f Cl.tr•, :t4orgmtbnu), and thr S E:crctary of 

War (lll r. St i.roson ), 11 

1.fttr sumnc.r1zing the: main provisions of t.hE E:x£cu­ 

t1vt ordE.r thE ,i;::ditorie.l continui=::s: uEvtn this bo.rE 
I 

summary provic:s toot, to say th£ li::cat~ thE achEm£ 

provicl.Es pr~c1s Ely thE maohin r;.ry. th.at has r".11 a long 

bEm nE:EdEd. It is said tho.t ?.ir. Rooa . .:vElt wo.s nlOVEd 

to net by thE in:formntion rtc.ch1ng him thot littli;: 

wns in :fact being attonpte:d. Public opinion in the: 

United S'tn t sa will now e:,:p Ee t r ESUl ts. Public opinion 

this country should not bf: aa tisf i e::d with le:s s 

orknmnlikE mo.chin El'Y or w1 th sm.o.l 1 tr r e::sul ts, 

ThE lntErgovtrnmEntnl 



.. 4- 1222, TWEl:fth, r:rom London 

The: Int Ergov errurH?nta.l Oor-m'lit t EE and UMRRI. wi 11 

prooE rd in thtlr 1Eisurt1: o.y with plnns for1 cv entuo.l 

r E:m.e:d1ES • Th ESE ar E of gr E:8. t 1.tnportnnc t • but WE 

ha. v E don E wrong in aa aum1ng, e s the British e.nd 

iJn Er Lean Gov ernm1mts have: hi th Er to assumEd, tho. t ru:xt 

to nothing can b,e don.E for 1mm td.ia t,E mtc.sur ES ,of 

rEscUE nnd rEliEf. Tht l.mrricnn Govtrnme:nt has 

cl Ea.rly abandon Ed thn t d ~r Ee tis t, t1mid view, and wE 

should f.ollow suit. \'l'E should .;: stablish th E samE 

sort of working mnchinE. VIE should ltnd our a.id cy 

o.ppointing a g1::m:r,e.l dtr1::ctor hErE e.nd sptcial offic isl.a. 

abroad, by se::tting up t~orr,ry camps, by Encouraging 

thE bor:cltr countrie:s t.hr-ougti ussistancE o.nd o.lso throo~h 

examp1£, and by more: frE Ely opE:ning our own country, 

s inc t abou t the: ad.miss ion of rs: fug u:s wr. r 1E'ma.in 

obs tin11 t Ely and dis er f:d:1 tably mean, It is nEv Er 

poss i'b l E to sny much op Enly about what is b E Ing don E, . 

EnErgrtio 

or mo.y bE don e , in nrutral oountrirn lEst thr G trmo.n . 
ap:1tt d:1soho.rgta y rt lnOI'E poison, but ens has only to 

m En tion who. t Sw Ed En has don e:: for llorwq~:1n.n r efug E ES 

o.nd for thE DE".n.ish J Ewa to l' Enl ls E how much mor- E an 



mcrgct.tc .,, 
lil!h. 'l'hc 'l\Jrk3 o.1110 should bi: stirrru,l.ci.ttd to und~i'- .· 

.11to.nd t!:lllt ,their nl~• Br1ta.1n txpcch th11:n1 to cnoouri:.t;£ ~ 

olic~• cou.ld still aecoe- 

n ~l"i 1s f fort should 'D ~ 1!14ch: ~ ocp !111n t-o th£ now 

hu:!t4nl: :111:.tt:lliti:11 hot,1 crr~fully tbi:1r conduct 1.n 

thics qun,tion iB b~in~ watohtd, 'I'h!:l'~ h enc othEX' 

contri'outlon ~•1£ can nt.ak[. ,If; should nnnounc~ thil. t 

Pc.luti.nE: 01:1nnot &nd will n(>t 1)1: shut, lal r~fugus 

aftu thE pr ~:nntr. 111111 t f'or tlTll'.llierarit.11 1!1 r1.11ohtd. 

No .11inr;l1: onE: of th£a£ cxpcdi~nts wlll do l!'lllCh in 

1t iu:1r, bu t: prnc t1 std o.11 toz ~ th Er thE:Y would rtduc t 

tht: num of mlsE:ry,,11 
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THE WHITE 1i10US~ 
WA.SM IN1GTOl'ol, 

arch 2ii.~ 1944 

The apootntnent or John r:f. - 
eble as oermanent Executive Director --- 

,.-I'll" of tb.e 1,·11a.r Refugee Boa.rd is hereby 

approved. <H 



i!MANUIEI. c:lil.L£R __ ..,,_ -¥OIOIK­ 
tiilM~11.'I' 
N!IWY-Cfn' 

1D<IIIE!t0f' 
C:Cll,!M!Till!!I l:IH TK■. ,1mtCl,t,.iil!V 

w.---­ !N:11~- KWIM" ~ ___. 

C:on1refl of tfJt tlnittlJ 6tatei 
J.,ou•e of l\q,rismtatibefii 

l&utdngton, •· <. 

!'WI NOif .H()UU'. Ol'PIC:a -~ 
WOHl:i>tiJ-· 

---ry 
, 'i,;. • .ij li ~- I .J - 

J a.nu.art i5 1 l: 

on. l''ranklin 0. 
'lbc ,-ihit e ucu 3.,, 
,1as.h" . • •. n 

.;,,St:i:Vdll;., 

t, 9 , c. '"" ,~. 

ir..L° r.\'it" 
r}- -, ) ~r .J½ 

near tJr. t'rJJsident.; 

Ei,g'ht. lonJ ;yeara have ~.:n lost since t.ne 
ence, Tbc mi.st.akes 01 thal; Con!~r~nce w~r,e, rep 
Hit.l"'r ts haru?men do .not .. all.. 

~vi.an C onf or­ 
t. ed at. Bermll! 

, 

pro 

en!:l'OUll h~ rt 
t.he •·la.r rief 
explorations, 

Dt1rmuua , and 
·y. 

pl'ornpt. t.nose who 
ooar o t. o :mun the 

1:.r.e cnany delays 
ill act 

iu 
~ion oJ.' ephs 
t natio 

ilnpdl"illcd by the 6ciOU.81- 
Lhe ~uise of r~l'uge~s, 

xcu:i e fo r any gl.,a c1er- 
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ke or stony-hearted attitude. 

t, it 
men an 
as a 
this 

Yo 
t is lik 

fugel.::! Bea rd will be arduous 
t ccoper a tion. of thinkin1 
I, per sonal..i.y, want to help 

ongress in evt:ry way pes s ible , ~ 

0lor iou.s act.i.on ha a olt-are d the a t,mtl'spnere • 
a bolt. o £ li,;rhtniru? disoel.J..ing t .. he storrn. 

art..f,elt th s f!Qes out to .vou. 

~ i th a ssuranc es 
, I am 

t. estet::in, and kind p 1 

Yours V~TY sil1Ct;;:r.aly, 



2315 15th Street N. W. 
,ln.£1.oin., J). C 

, 1944 

'rhe fFasldont 
The Ylh1 to House 
'lfashingto,n, n,. o. 
ea.r Mr. President. 

to congratulate you o.n the fo.nna.tion of the War 

. v·e 'been par ti cu.larl1 int erasted in 
that has been in Oong,,-ass lately. I 8.11D. alao a member of a local 
committee here. called the Emert!•ncy Cormnittee to Save the J.ewish 
People of Europe. I a111 a young: jma:riqan girl. non-j,eiwish,. wt 
t.be, story of the meu;sacre in Europe hns shaken me into wentius 
to do something about it end it seemed to me that this committe 

the right idea. 

I am so glad that 30-a, as a leader of the .l\merican people, 
has voiced. your opinion ani done something cencret.e that .might 
~elp, ti) stop the most dreadful mfJ.'!J.sacre of all tima. 

I am d:.0epl7 interested~ encl will follow c;losely the actions 
of th.e 1NaT Rafi1gee :Board, a.nd. 'hope tbat a truly sympathetic directoJ" 
and lead.er wi 11 be chosan, for this could be a field for wondartul 
accomplisbment in the sav !n,g of ltv es~ and a hope forr m~,.nJf many 
people 1n the world who feel discouraged. • 

I have been a :friend of Franklin and dfey. and I hav,e al.ways 
hotied that some day I l'OU.ld be able to meet ~OU 

fiineerely yonr.s 

~ ~ .i!iLVIlr.t: lU Cl:ilRD . . . ·. 



1/ 
HI!: SECRCTARY OF TH£ 1'fl!.;1,SIJRY 

WAl!IHINOTO~ 

April 19. 1944 

deu- Ur, President: 

I had lunch with 
and he really accomplish 
Turkev. 

Sincer!>ly yours, 
G. -- 

he Prf:sidan ~, 

The White Hom, ... 
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Tira WRITE HOUSE 

Washington 

J FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

The President today announced thet the War Refugee Boar:d 

bas desi:.gna.ted John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the 

Wer Refugee Bo~rd. 

Pehle is Assis tent to the Secretary of the Tre B.Sury, a.na 

Director of Foreign. Funds Control. The Secretary or the Treasury 

, hu gi ven Pehle leave of absence to ser'le as Acting Executive 

Directo,r of the War Refu..gee Board. 

Pe'hle' s work as Director of Foreig;n Funds Control has 

af f or,de.d him wide experience in nego_tia ting wl th rep re senta- 

ti ves of foreig1t" governments as well aa with the various 

departments and agencies o.:f' this government tha:t will he called 

on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Boar,a. His 

work in tbes e fields also has brought him. into, close touch 

with the problems no,w before the Boa.rd, and he is l'lell kn:o•'ffll 

to the private e.gencies int,e'rested in relief work a.nd the rescue 

•o,f refugee.s. 

Pehle is a oe.reer man in the Government,, h.e.ving entered 
' 

the Offi,ce of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department 

upon his graduation ·r~om the Ia.le La• Sohool in 19,34. He was 
. ' • . i. l. 

,· ... "...i•,:.-- ...... -;'Ji~,,.,. • 
,l:~ ~ ~~:?!'.~~:~I . 
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named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treuury and Director 

of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. Hewes selected by the 

Secretary of State a.s m Advisor and played a prominent part 

in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of Econordo and 

Fine.ncia.l Control held in Wa.ehington in Jwi.e, 1942. 

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944., 

by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out 

the policy of this gove.rnment to take all measures within 

its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in 

imminent danger of death, end otherwise to extend to such 

victims all possible relief end assistance consistent 'lfith the 

successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are 

the Secretary of St1ate, the Secretary of the Treasury~ and the 

Secretary o·f War. 

l 
I I 

. .I 
l d· 1~i· 

, .. JI . · I 
[. ·i 
' 

: 



THE S£CRETARY OF THE TR~ASLIAY 

My dear Mr. President~ 

You wi 11 recal I that~ a.t 
the creation of th,e War Refug_ee Board. Myron "'"".'" . ::#. 
T.aylor was somewhat disturbed about the eonrustcn 

and. diffi.oul ties that might arise in relations 

between the new Board and the Intergovernmental 

Committee on Refugees~ In view of his perturbation 

at that time. you ma.y be interested in I earning 

the most recent devel,opment s .. 

As a result of a taJk I had with 

Mr. Taylor, Sir Herbert Emerson,. Director~ and .. ~ 

.r. Pa.tr:ick Mal in,. Vice Director of the Inter- 
~ 

governmental Oommi ttee~ came to Washington to c a.rry 

on conferences with Mr. Pehl e and. to me,et with the 

Board. Th.ese meetings have been extremely cordial, 

a complete agreement has been reached on relations. 

I 
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and the future see.r.!ls most promieing. In a reoent 

oonve:raation vi'th me. Mr. Taylor ha.:s expressed bl8 

complete sa. t hfao ti on a.t the way the vbo h m.at ter ie 
progressing. 

Faithfully yours, 

he President 

The White House, 



-- 
I.it. 

THE. W~ITE MOUS~.J!:' J.J,.71 
WAS.HIN ON ~ 7 / -- 

!!i~Q:.!!.Id!!L •. 
'l'O; Tl.IE !' 

E ~1:irte.inl¥ Dotri. ~ 
thrlll:11:i,C tQ .mo~ ho~ 11it1c,; 
jjU.rope fi.ppi-..cillto ~l'W-t 31ou 

g w;-orld. 



~ECUffVE OFFICE ·O:F THE PRESIDENli 
WAA REFUGEE IO•AID· 
WAS ... GtON1 H, ti. c;. 

OfflOI: OJ MS 
D:fMl\it l:llll<:1011 

H1·. lH1dor Lubin 
'I'he White R'o=e 
W~1l-lii~~to~. D. c. 
Dear LubeI 

!.tty 
A,CU,\·ll 

elr 



J 11111 t17i~ where,,er I O'Jl t.o tell tht■ llitor; ta tint 
wen ond ~o -Ol!le o:!' tho b1i: l:,udnaH ~nGilt& ~ our 
Pli'OFidunt,, I ~n H 1'Bll1! on 'l'el"t\le 1e>U.. I ~i,nlt ~ov •. 

~n t lot 11.0 th, 
1110 JOt O'i'a!lt' t.o 'l'ur):ey • 

• ,o,u ror :your 
l me.11 not :ror;?et 

J . 



ill!J:l•cttullf t1trffll"td to 
;i;IM, litteutt .-. Dtr■ctor at tba 
Ir ·11,9~ .. loal"d ro:r .. ttllilUOn 

and -■-~rliit.i 11ctoo-.led,pmt. 

Wft.l,u;K D. IHI, 
■.orrab17 'llli tu .P:reatchnt 

Tiu.a,&r• tNa tho !uirg!lni)j' CCl!illltt.ea T,o .!Jav• t.b.e 
.JHhh. P,11ople or ~rope, Jean ilt'at18• ~ ,lll li:i11eH, Jr,, 
Pot.or ii. 11-an,. Sigrtd tfndHt, t.0\11"1 l!:ro.f'l.eld~ 
11:Wnco l'i.iUiam,. lleo lfoOiht, I,1 ~u..Ying, (lo-Cb■i:r.11n, 
irrc:, VlYM, to t.hti l'rui.dentt auii•:tt-\ng ~~tablialn90 
or tmipor-~n 1"'1!15Cu• c1111p~ tn tho u. s. 111D1 fra,12 porh 
to th" 11.8.,. Pal~!IUoe, Hfft.b .u'M,c11., ■t.c., !-or Ylctl.11■
ot' 111■.n oppr,n11ton. · · 



I 
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!he Houorab,lo Cori ell BUll~ 
Seicretu7 of State,, 
•u11J1Dgton. D. ,a .. 
Dear Slri- 

lfhe formation of the war Betupe Board 
h&a b:ro:q:h1 bol)e. to oonoerDed pe,o--p:te appalled bj­ 
tbe pllgh.t of re:tuge,ea 1n Europe. •e ha.Te b&en. 
eee.lr:lng tor eo:metblng tmra.od ia te, and of :feot1 "Je n! 
here 1n the Unitel Etates oe.n do to aotual.l7 eave 
11 ves an.ii r•store aop1e llld fat th la these )um.t,ed 
people,. U he.e seemea t,o ua that ~re,e porte f,or 
refugees :le euoh a plan. . l'ith !lie U,. s. tlol.ng tbie. 
1t will then be poasU>le for our Icard to sugge,a:t 
that otbel' countries talr:e aimilar aotio:n. 

lor thaee r,eee.one tb.e Committee of 
Ob.r1Et1an •ellowablp a! tlle 1,9 y. couno.11 ot Ob.uroh 
ffomee wlahee t,o r;e,gleter . .l ts b.eutJ' approvel of 
tb.e plan f'or :tree po.rt.a for refugees and to :arge 

•,ou to do all in your power to set suoh e. plan 
1n o.pere:tion. - - 

VerJ' truly ,ours,. 

arion Pro:n:,ea:r • 
.,;18CJ• 
OOI!imi tt,ee of Chrteti Pellowah1p. 
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I nxzc-mz · - ,1, """ . . lao• ., &ooa · 4,5 Aetor I' · 

.r,r.. , .... ,. 11 
jlf 

DXJ:D 

1,,,. 

m:zrn: 

.lp11alle4 b7 the, plig):i:\ of .re,ftea•• ill 
Euop• i IPD7 oouernei people, uYe 'b•a ■1ek1Dg 
for ••••tllinl I.DJIQ4iat• al e:fl'•atlTe •• 11:e,r• la 
·tlae b:11:ei stat■a ou ao to aatua.117 ■iia, 11••• 
na ln1111 llot• ud talta la the:ae bu.tel p•ople. 
·e 1>11:l•Y• fna ports fo,i• r•f'a.l••• 1• euoh • -p3.UL. 
It we go &J1:;1u1,4 w.L tb: th1■• lt •Ill t,h•n be jG1■:ll:l• 
for ou War Raffle• Boart to su.ggeat ,:12.at otber 
ao-o.ntl'iee tu• a.imtl&Z" aotioa • 

for tbe1e reaaana the i.afa,ge• Oommtt\ee 
of the J'ell.iowsll'l.p ot aeoona1liat1.QD wi■ba■ to 
ragl.ster it• ll•H7 app,zo;val ,of tb plan for fr•• 
po,rte tor re:tu,gMI e.nd to 11.rp :,ou to do• all lJl 

,our p.ower to se'I suoh a ple.o 1n operation. 

. ./.. 

Ja-L 
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,s 
TO 

Mre. Soettlger 

Thla 1B the 11lee1orondu111 ..,h10h 

you t 

>i 

i 



.. 

!he War .Re:[Ugee Board expects that 50 tons of tncking and a,ooo gallons 
-of gasol!ne a week will be made available very shortly fro-m Unitea Sta.tee ar1117 
etocke to the In.ternational led Cr:ll.R'-wr the mo¥ement of War Refgg,ee Joa.rd 
food parceln to internees :ln concentrati n: and refugee camps in enemy Eu.rope. 
10urrentl,y the War Bef~ee l!oard ha.a a; , · o:rlme.tely 2241,000 of these pa.reel, 
:ln Goteberg, Sweie:n., and in Lubeck, Germ&n7, and 80,000 parcels in Geneva. 
It can readilJ oe seen that these stockpiles will be q_uickl.y exhausted when 
these trtoke get moving. 

!he Jo~d has fun.ds for the, proeuremen.t end shipment of an additional 
3:00,000 parcels •from the, United States, but ttnd&r t..'l.e b,est posdble ciromn­ 
etenees pr! vate ,con tractors a.r,e, :unable to guarantee deli ver7 of these parcels , 
:bi .less than three months time,., This being the cas,e, we will have trucks end. 
gu:oline but no packag:es to distribute tQ the unassilllilated internees wbo fa.c.e, 
certain death from. starvation. 

On. the other hand., the American N'ational .Red Oross has a. stockpile of over 
71000.000 p.riaon.er of war parcels in the hands of the, International !.ed. Cross 
Commi.ttee in Gene,va. for distribution to United States m!U. tary and civ1li.an. 
internees. £be monthly distrfbution rate i a app:rorlmately 253,000 parcels. 

· At this rate~ it Will take 2R months· to exhaust the exleting stockp:lle. An 
ad.ditional 3,sa,260 parcels go forwa:rd from. thte country each month to repleni.sh 
this stoclc;pile,. Bo~ this replenishment e:,0Ceeas the oton thly distribution 
rate by 35 p,e:r cent. 

The loard de:si.res to obtain an allocation of 5 thou.send. tons ( ell,ghtlf 
in exee88 of 900,000 parcels} :f'rom tllis stockpile to be earmarked for the 
J:loerd.1 s feedinti: program. '!he Board will. arrange for re,imbursement either in 
dollars or in kin~ 

'!!?his proposal has been discussed with Mr. Easil 01Connor, Oh.airman of 
\he Am.er.loan Rational Ket\ O:roas1 who is very- aympathetic and is ta.lchlg the 
mat te:r lJ.1)· w1 th members of hie staff. '!hi 8, !Wldou.b tea:J.:r • will result in con­ 
sid.erable delq. 

In view o-f the urga,oy, a r,eques.t to Mr.. or Connor that tl1e matter be 
e.xpedi ted. will pro'babJ.¥ save the 1i ves of many people. 



7 
JUno 8, l.944 

-- - 



,_ 15, 191\4 

TtJ. . P".t•t. bu. woo 
your lett.er of June 111:xtb and to t.taank 1ou. l"ol" t.ha 
bt...,.et whlob you haw •~•HCl in t.he rNOWI ot 
the ·yict,:Lu al 9MIIIIY oppre•li.Go aKl th• adu,,, gf 
pNVlding place• ot t.-J)ol"U5' aul.Uil m , ... 

D. H.ASSa'T 
to thiJ Pndclat 

EiliDU&bl• fit.I ....... t.md:a, 
Hou• ot bpHMn\at.1.YN, 
~,D.C~ 

-n~ tn,ed b7' 
'mdp 



EXt<: UTJV E OFFICE Of JHE PUSlDEtff 
WAl lEfUGa ,IIOAll'II 
W-lOf/11 2.-5, D1 C. 

OffKi (;If !Hl 

- CIIIIKiO.: 

JUN 1 \ 1944 

• ~ t • " ,..t ... , • ~ ... !l"'j nt ... ~r 

..... 1' •,., -t,"T11r a ;•(1 

-~~.i .. _jtn:1101• 

ni:ln~U-t'•. 
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VWO M'Ml..::ANTONIQ 
.IJhlil 1Dlfl'1-. viMN: w. 

,~; l T' 

.e o. 19 

/1 ~,&J. 
,,.~ 1, ,~-"' •• ... ,.,;q 

,Jl INJ1: J ' Du~" ------ 
kl Mi~.~ 

I 
-·001HiVillt 

, t'..: c.l'< ~ "I 

er President Rco ae...el t t 

continent o! 1urope fro 
join ,,1th all A:ne~le.ane in I 

for your leaclerehip in thla ~ et 
1 

s I t:nl:fl cant 
... ar 

1 s tli.e prospect 

his 
Europe iuis be e:-tt 
11J.av-ery. 

Sincerely., 

1025 
Fil•w: AutJjurity 
Tu. I,' 3 

~,rarey in libcratod. 
of iii tle~:i t 

'u.1. 



The President has asked me to acknowledge 
your l.etter of June 6ixth and to thank you for the 
interest which you have expressed 1n the rescue or 
the victims of enemy oppression s.nd the matter or 
providing places of temporery e.a:ylum for them. 

You m.11 be interested in the encl-0sed 
copies of the Presidenth:i cablegram of' June eighth 
to Ambassador Robert Mur:;,ey in ilgiers, r,£1garding 
the establishment of an Emergency Refugee Shelter 
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, hi~ memorandum 
of the same date to the heads 0£ agencies concerned 
with the execution: of the plan, and the m.eseage 
sent to the Congress on June 12, J944, r-els.tive to 
this matter 

V'ery sincerely yours, 

WILLIJJ1i D,. HASSETT 
Se,e:retar,r to the President 

Honorable Vi to Marean tonic, 

House o.f Re:presea.k tives. 

l:t.ta.chmen ts 



1 t-2 ro:,::.1Ju:; ron nn; Pr:S:il oar'"-' 
rrcn lHl 
tla:, ;Jl. l.91.A 

.John - 11H1J11.r:;, l~r[~enthau ~·,ant:J t,o cLOG in t,QD01TOt1 
"• r,ehl6'1 (Wx • .Dir •• ,ar P,f.ll'u,,.r:ee lioo.rd) 

s. 21 8l'lC 
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