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FOR RELEASE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1944.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT (
/  WAR REFUGEE BOARD &
44 “WASHINGTON, D. C. “

It is a fact beyond denial that the Germans have deliberately
and systematically murdered millions of innocent civilians — Jews
and Christians alike — all over Europe, This campaign of terror
and brutality, which is unprecedented in all history and which
even now s unabated, is part of the German plan to subju-
gate the free pecples of the world,

So revolting and diabolical are the German atrocities that
the minds of civilized people find it difficult to believe that
they have actually taken place, But the governments of the
United States and of other countries have evidence which clearly
substantiates the facts,

The War Refugee Board is engaged in a desperate effort to
save as many as possible of Hitler's intended victims, To facil-
itate its work the Board has representatives in key spots in
Burope, These representatives have tested contacts throughout
Europe and keep the Board fully advised concérning the German cam-
paign of extermination and torture,

Recently the Board received from a representative close to
the scene two eye-witness accounts of events which occurred in no-
torious extermination camps established by the Germans, The first

who escaped in April, 1944 after spending two years in the Nasi
concentration camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau in southwestern

pendently
duced exactly in the form they were received by the War Refugee
except for a few deletions necessary for the protection of
persons who may still be alive, The figures concérming the size
the Jewish convoys and the mmbers of men and women admitted
he tak
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No. 1

THE EXTERMINATION CAMFS OF AUSCHAITZ (Omde?im)
and BIRKENAU

in Upper Silesia.
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Two young Slovak Jews - whoteé nimes will not be disclosed for
the time being in the interest of their own safety - have been
fortunate encugh to escape after spending two years in the concen-
tration camps of BIRKENAU, AUSCHWITZ and LUBLIN-MAJDANEK, where
they had been deported in 1942 from SLOVAKIA.

One of them was sent on April 13, 1942 from the assembly camp
of SELED directly to AUSCHWITZ and then to BIIKENAU, while the
other was sent from the camp of NOVAKY to LUBLIN on June 14, 1942
and, after a short stay there, transferred to AUSCHWITZ and, laten,
to BIFKENAU.

The following report does not contain everything these two
men experienced durirg their captivity, but only what one or both
together underwent, heard, or experienced at first hand. No
individual impressicns or juagments are recorded and nothing
passed on from hearsay.

The report starts with the story of the young Jew who was
removed from SkikL. The account of his experiences in BIRKENAU
begins at the time the second Jew arrived there and is, therefore,
based on the statements of both. Then follows the individual
narrative of the second Jew who was sent from NOVAKY to LUBLIN
and from there to AUSCHWITZ.

The declarations tally with all the trustworthy yet fragmen-
tary reports hitherto received, and the dates given with regard
to transports te varicus canps agree with the official records.
These ct:tements can, therefore, be considered as entirely credible.
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I. AUSCHWITZ AND BXRKENAU

On the 13th April, 1942 our group, consisting of 1,000 men,
vas loaded into railroad cars at the assembly camp of SERED.
The doors were shut so that nothing would reveal the direction
of the journey, and vhen they were opened after a long while we
realiudthatnhadcromdthoﬂovnkmntiarandnmin
ZWARDON. Thetra:lnhad\mtilthenbemguardodbymmkam,
but was now taken over by S5 guards. After a few of the cars
had been uncoupled from our convoy, we contimued on our vay
arriving at night at AUSCHWITZ, where we stopped on a sidetrack.
The reason the other cars were left behind was apparently the
lack of room at AUSCHWITZ. They joined us, however, a few days
later. Upon arrival we vere placed in rows of five and counted.
There were 643 of us. After a walk of about 20 mimtes with our
heavy packs (we had left Slovakia well equipped), we reached
the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ.

Henmatonceledintoatngebmackmremthom
sidamhadtodepoaitallmrluggageandmtlnothersme
completely undress, leaving our clothes and valuables behind.
Naked, we then proceeded to an adjoining barrack where our
heads and bodies were shaved and disinfected with lysol. At
the exit every man was given a number which began with 28,600
in consecutive order. With this mumber in hand we were then
herded to a third barrack where so-called registration took
place. This consisted of tattooing the mumbers we had received
in the second barrack on the left side of our chests. The ex-
treme brutality with which this was effected made many of us
faint. The particulars of our identity were also recorded.
Thennmreledingroupsoramndredintoacelm,and
later to a barrack where we were issued striped prisoners'
clothes and wooden clogs. This lasted until 10 a.m. In the
afterncon our prisoners' outfits were taken away from us again
mﬂnplaoedbytlnraggedarddirtyremina of Russian uni-
forms. Thus equipped we were marched off to BIRKENAU.

AUSCHWITZ is a concentration camp for political prisoners
under so-called "protective custody." At the time of my arrival,
that is in April of 1942, there were about 15,000 prisoners in
the camp, the majority of whom were Poles, Germans, and civilian
Russians under protective custody. A small number of prisoners
came under the categories of criminals and "work-ghirkers."

AUSCHWITZ camp headquarters controls at the same time the
work-camp of BIRKENAU as well as the farm labor camp of HARMENSE.
A1l the prisoners arrive first at AUSCHWITZ where they are pro-
vided with prisoners' immatriculation mumbers and then are
either kept there, sent to BIRKENAU or, in very small rumbers,
to HARMENSE. The prisoners receive consecutive rumbers upon
arrival. Every mumber is only used once £0 that the last rnumber
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always corresponds to the number of prisoners actually in the camp.
At the time of our escape, that is to say at the beginning of
hpril, 1944, the nunber had risen up to 180,000, At the outset
the numbers were tattooed on the left breast, but later, due to
their becoming blurred, on the left forearm.

A1l prisoners, irrespective of category or nationality, are
treated the same. However, to facilitate identification, they
are distinguished by various coloured triangles sewed on the
clothing on the left preast under the immatriculation number.
The first letter indicates the nationality of the prisoner.

This letter (for instance wp# for Poles) appears in the middle
of the triangle. The coloured triangles have the following
meaning:

+ red triangle political prisoners under
protective custody

green " professional criminals

black " "dodgers® (labor slackers), "anti-
socisls" (mostly Russians)

pink " homosexuals

violet " members of the religious sect of
wBibelforscher"

The Jewish prisoners differ from the Aryan prisocners in that
their triangle (which in the majority of cases is red) is turned
jnto a David's star by adding yellow points.

Within the enclosure of the camp of AUSCHWITZ there are
several factories: a war production plant, Deutscher
Aufrfistungswerk (DAwW), a factory belonging to the KHUPP
works end one to the SIRMENS conceIm. OQutside the boundary
of the camp is a tremendous plant covering several square
kilometers named "BUNA." The prisoners work in all the
aforementioned factories.

The prisoners' actual living quarters, if such a term may
at all be used, inside the camp proper cover an area of approxi-
mately 500 by 300 meters surrounded by & double row of concrete
posts about 3 meters high which are connected (both inside and
oubside) with one another by & dense netting of high-tension
wires fixed into the posts by insulators. Between these two rows
of posts, at intervals of 150 meters, there are 5 meters high
watchtowers, ecuipped with machine guns and searchlights. In
front cf the inner high-tension circle there is further an ordi-
nary wire fence. Merely touching this fence is answered by
a stream of bullets from the watchtowers. This system is called
nthe small or imner chain of sentry posts." The camp itself is
compoced of three rows of houses. Between the first and second
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row is the camp street, and between the second and third there
used to be a wall, The Jewish girls deported from Slovakia in
March and April, 1942, over 7,000 of them, lived in the houses
separated by this wall up to the middle of August, 1942, After
these girls had been removed to EIHKENAU, the wall between the
gsecond and third row of houses was removeds The camp entry
road cuts across the row of houses, while over the entrance
gate, which is of course always heavily guarded, stands the
ironic inscription: “Work brings freedom."

At a radius of some 2,000 meters the whole camp is encircled
by a second line called "the big or outer chain of sentry posts"
also with watchtowers every 150 meters., Between the inner and
outer chain of sentry posts are the factories and other workshops.
The towers of the inner chain are only manned at night when the
high-tension current is switched into the double row of wires,
During daytime the garrison of the imner chain of sentry posts
is withdrawn, and the men take up duty in the outer chain,

Escape through these sentry posts - and many attempts have been
made - is practically impossible. Cetting through the imer
circle of posts at night is completely impossible, and the
towers of the outer chain are so close to one another (one
every 150 meters, i.e. giving each tower a sector with

a 75-meter radius to watch) that approaching unnoticed is

out of the question. The guards shoot without warning.

The garrison of the outer chain is withdrawn at twilight,

but only after it has been ascertained that all the prisoners
are within the inner circle. If the mll call reveals that
a prisoner is missing, sirens irmediately sound the alarm.

The men in the outer chain remain in their towers on the
lookout, the inner chain is manned, and a systematic search is
begun by hundreds of SS guards and bloodhounds. The siren brings
the whole surrounding countryside to a state of alarm, so that if
by miracle the escapee has been successful in getting through
the outer chain he is nearly certain to be caught by one of the
numerous German police and SS patrols. The escapee is further-
more handicapped by his clean-shaven head, his striped prisoner's
outfit or red patches sevm on his clothing, and the passiveness
of the thoroughly intimidated inhabitants. The mere fact of
neglecting to give informmation on the whereabouts of a prisoner,
not to speak of extending help, is punished by deaths Provided
that the prisoner has not been caught sooner, the garrison of
the outer chain of sentry posts remains on the watch for three
days and nights after which delay it is presumed that the escapee
has succeeded in breaking through the double circle, The follow-
ing night the outer guard is withdrawn, If the escapee is caught
alive, he is hanged in the presence of the whole camp; but if he
is found dead, his body - wherever it may have been located - is
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brought back to camp (it is easy to identify the corpse by means
of the tattooed number) and seated at the entrance gate, a small
notice clzsped in his hands, reading: "Here I am." During our two
years' imprisorment many attempts to escape were made by prisoners
but, with the exception of two or three, all were brought back
dead or alive. It is not known whether the two or three escapces
who were not caught actually managed to get away. It can, however,
be asserted that among the Jews who were deported from SLOVAKIA

to AUSCHWITZ or BIEKKNAU we are the only two who were lucky enmough
to save ocurselves. ;

As stated previously, we were transferred from AUSCHWITZ to
BILKENAU on the day of our arrival.

Actually there is no such district as BIRKENAU. Even the
word BIEKENAU is new in that it has been "adopted” from the nearby
Birch Forest (BREZINSKY). The district now called BIRKENAU was,
and is still, called "EAJSKA" by the local population. The exist-
ing camp center of BIRKENAU lies 4 kilometers distant from
AUSCHWITZ. The outer control zones of both BIIKENAU and AUSCHWLTZ
meet end are merely separuted by a railway track. We never found
anything out about NEW-BKEUN, probably about 30 to 40 kilometers
away which, oddly encugh, we had to indicate as postal district
for BIRKENAU.

At the time of our arrival in BIRKENAU we found there only
one huge kitchen for 15,000 people and three stone buildings,
two of which were completed and one under construction. The
buildings were surrounded by an ordinary barbed wire fence. The
prisoners were housed in these buildings and in others later
constructed. All are built according to a stendard model. Each
house is about 30 meters long and 8 to 10 meters wide. Whereas
the height of the walls hardly exceeds 2 meters, the roof is
disproportionately high - about 5 meters - 8o that the house
gives the impression of a stable surmounted by a large hayloft.
There is no inner ceiling, so that the room reaches a height of
7 meters in the center; in other words the pointed roofing rests
directly on the four walls. The room is divided in two by
2 partition rumning its whole length down the middle and fitted
with an opening to enable communication between the two parts
thus separated. Along both side walls, @s well as along the
middle partition, two parallel floors, some 80 centimeters
apart, have been built which are in tun divided into small
cells by vertical partitions. Thus there are three floors:
the ground floor and the two built in the side walls. Normally
three people live in each cubicle. As can be judged from the
dimensions indicated, these cubicles are too narrow for a man
to lie stretched out and not high enough for him to sit upright.
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There is no question of having enough space to stand upright. In
this way some 400 to 500 people are accomnmodated in one house or
"block," as they are also called.

The present camp of BIRKENAU covers an area of some 1,600 by
500 meters widch is surrounded - similar %o AUSCHWITZ - by a so-
called small or imner chain of sentry posts. Work 1s now
proceeding on a still larger compound which is to be added
later on to the already existing camp. The purpose of this
extensive plaming is not kmowm to us.

Within 2 radius of 2 kilometers, as with AUSCIWITZ,
BIPK@WIAU is also surrounded by an outer chain of sentry posts
with the same type of watch system as at AUSCHIITZ.

The buildings we found on our arrival had been erccted by
12,000 fussian priseners of war brought there in December, 194l.
In severe winter weather they had to work under inhuman condi-
tions as a result of which most of them, with the exception of
a small number employed in the ldtchen, died of exposure. They
were numbered from 1 to 12,000 in a series which had no connec-
tion with the ordinary camp numbering system previcusly described.
Whenever fresh conveys of [hssian prisoncrs arrived, they were not
issued the current AUSCHWITZ prisoner numbers, but received those
of deceased Russians in the 1 to 12,000 series. It is, therefore,
difficult to estimate how many prisoners of this category passed
through the camp. Apparently Russians were transferred to
AUSCHWITZ or BIRKFNAU on disciplinary grounds from regular
prisoner-of-wer camps. W found what remained of the Russians
in a terrible state of destitution and neglect living in the
wnfinished building without the slightest protection against cold
or rain. They died "en messe." Hundreds and thousands of their
bodies were buried superficially, spreading a stench of pestilence.
ILater we had to exinme and bumm the corpses.

A week before our arrival. in AUSCHWITZ the first group of

Jews reached the camp: (the women were dealt with separately and
received mumbers parallel to those of the men; the Slovak wamen
received serial mmbers from 1 to 8,000) 1,320 naturalized French
Jews from Paris. They were mumbered from 27,500 onwards. It is
clear, therefore, that between this French group and our convoy
no other men arrived in AUSCHWITZ, since we have already pointed
out that our mmbers started with 28,600. We found the 700 French
Jewe who were still alive in terrible condition, the missing 60O
having died within a week after their arrival.

The following categories were housed in the three completed
buildings:
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1. The so-called "prominencia: professional criminals
and older Polish political prisoners who were in charge of the
administration of the camp.

II. The remainder of the French Jews, namely some 700.

IiI. The 643 original Slovak Jews to whom were added a few
days later those who had been left at ZWARLON.

IV. ‘'Mose lussians who were still alive and housed in tae
unfinished building as well as in the open air and whose numbers
diminished so rapiacly that as a group they are scarcely worth
mentioning. .

Together with the remaining Russian prisoners the Slovak
Jews worked at the construction of buildings, whereas the French
Jews had to do spade work. After three days 1 was ordercd, to-
gether with 200 other Slovak Jews, to work in the (ierman armanent
factories at AUSCHWITZ, but we continued to be housed in BIRKENAU.
%e left early in the morning returning at night and worked in the
carpentry shop as well as on road construction. Our food con-
sisted of one litre of tumip soup at midday and 300 grams of bad
bread in the evening. Working conditions were inconceivably hard,
so that the majority of us, weakened by starvation and the in-
edible food, could not stand it. The mortality was so high that
avery day our group of 200 had 30 to 35 dead. Many were simply
beaten to death by the overseers - the "Capos" - during work,
without the slightest provocation. The gaps in our ranks caused
by these deaths were replaced daily by prisoners from BIRKENAU.
Our return at night was extremely painful and dangerous, as we
had to drag along over a distance of 5 kilometers our tools, fire
wood, heavy caldrons, and the bodies of those who had died or had
been killed during the working'day. Vith these heavy loads we
were forced to maintain a brisk pace, and anyone incurring the
displeasure of one of the wCapos" was cruelly knocked down, if
not beaten to death. Until the arrival of the second group of
Slovak men some 14 days later, our original number had dwindled
to 150. At night we were counted, the bodies of the dead were
piled up on flat, narrow-gauge cars or in a truck and brought to
the Birch Forest (BRBLZINSKY) where they were burned in a trench
several meters deep and about 15 meters long. KEvery day on our
way to work we met a working party of 300 Jewish girls from
5lovakia who were cmployed on ground work in the vicinity. They
were dressed in old Fussian uniform rags and wore wooden clogs.
Their heads were shaven and, unfortunately, we could not speak
to them.
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Until the middle of May, 1942, a total of four convoys of
malc Jews from Slovakia arrived at BIRKENAU and all received
similar treatment to ours.

From the first and second transports 120 men were chosen
(including myself) and placed at the disposal of the administra-
tion of the camp of AUSCHWITZ, which was in need of doctors,
dentists, intellectuals, and clerks. This group consisted of
60 Slovak and 30 French Jews. As I had in the meantime managed
4o work ry way up to 2 good position in BIRKINAU - being in
command of a group of 50 men, which had brought me considerable
advantage - I at first felt reluctant to leave for AUSCHWITZ.
llowever, I was finally persuaded to go and left. After ecight
days, 1€ doctors and attendants as well as three further persons
were selected from this group of 120 intellectuals. The doctors
were used in the "sick building" or "hospital" at AUSCHWITZ,
while we three were sent back to HIRKENAU. My two comrades,
ladislav Braun fron Trnava and Gross from Vrbové (?), both of
whom have since died, were sent to the Slovak block while I was
ordered to the French section where we were employed at collect=
ing "personal data" and at "nursing the sick." The remaining
99 persons were sent to work in the gravel pit where they all
died within a short time. ‘

Shortly thereafter a so-called "sick-building" (¥rankenbau)

was set up. It was destined to become the much dreaded "“Hlock 7"
wherc at first I was chief attendant and later administrator.
The chief of this "infirmary" was a Pole. Actually this building
was nothing else than an assembly centre for death candidates.
A1l prisoners incapable of working were sent there. There was no
question of any medical attention or care. Ve had some 150 dead
daily and their bodies were sent for crenation to AUSCHWIIZ.

At the same Lime the so-called "selections" were introduced.
Twice weekly, Mondays and Thursdays, the camp doctor indicated
the number of prisoners who were to be gassed and then burned.
These "selectecs" were loaded into trucks and brought to the
Birch Forest. Those still alive upon arrival were gassed in
a big barrack erected near the trench used for burning the
bodies. The weeldy "draft" in dead from "Block 7" was aboub
2,000, of whom 1,200 died of "natural death" and about 800
through "selection." For those who had not been "selected"

a death certificate was issued and sent to the central adminis-
tration at OMANIENBURG, whereas for the “selectees" a special
register was kept with the indication "s,8," ("Sonderbchandelt" -
special treatment). Until January 15, 1943, wp to which time

I was administrator of "Block 7" and therefore in a position to
directly observe happenings, some 50,000 priscners died of
"patural death" or by "“selection."
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As previously described, the prisoners were numbered con-
secutively so that we are able to reconstruct fairly clearly
their order of succession and the fate which befell each

separate convoy on arrival.

The first male Jewish transport reaching AUSCHWITZ for
BIIKENAU was composed, as mentioned, of 1,320 naturalized
French Jews bearing approximately the following numbers:

”.LW - 28,6m
28,600 - 29,600

29,600 - 29,700

29,700 - 32,700
32,700 - 33,100

33,100 - 35,000
5,000 - 36,000
36,000 - 37;3&

37,300 - 37,900

37’9w o 38’ 000

38,&0 s 3854w

In April, 1942 the first convoy of
Slovak Jews (our convoy).

100 men (Aryens) from various concentra-
tion camps.

3 complete convoys of Slovak Jews.

400 professional criminals (Aryans) from
Warsaw prisons.

1,900 Jews from Cracow.
1,000 Foles (Aryans) - political prisoners.

In May, 1942 - 1,300 Slovak Jews from
LUBLIN-MAJIANEK.

600 Poles (Aryans) from RALOM, omongst
them a few Jews.

100 Poles from the concentration camp of
DACHAU.

400 French naturalized Jews who arrived
with their families.

This whole convoy consisted of about 1,600 individuals of
whom approximately 200 girls and 400 men were adnitted to the
canp, while the remaining 1,000 persons (women, old people,
children as well as men) were sent without further procedure
from the railroad siding directly to the Birch Forest, and therc

gassed and burned.
dealt with in the same manner.

From this moment on all Jewish convoys were
Approximately 10 percent cf the

men and 5 percent of the women were allotted to the camps and

the remaining members were immediately gassed.

This process of

extermination had already been applied earlier to the Polish Jews.
During long months, without interruption, trucks brought thousands
of Jews from the various "ghettos" direct to the pit in the

"Birkenwald."
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38,400 - 33,200 800 naturalized French Jewsg, the remainder
of the convoy was - as previously described -
gassed,

39,200 - 40,000 8CO Poles (Aryans), political prisoners.
40,000 - 40,150 150 Slovek Jews with their families,

Outside of a group of 50 girls sent

to the women's camp, all other members
were gessed in the Birch Forest. Among
the 150 men who came to camp there were
a certain Zucker (Christian name unknown)
and Sonnenschein, Viliam, both from
Eastern Slovakia.

40,150 - 43,800 Approximately 4,000 French naturalized Jews,
almost all intellectuals; 1,000 wemen were
directed to the women's camp, while the
balsnce of about 2,000 persons were gassed
in the vsual manner.

43,800 = 44,200 400 Slovak Jews from LUBLIN, including
Metej Klein end No. 43820, Meiloch Laufer
from Eastern Slovekia. This convoy

arrived on June 3C, 1942.

4hs200 = 45,000 200 Slovak Jews. The convoy consisted of
1,000 persons. A number of women were sent
to the women's cemp, the rest gassed in the
Birch Wood., Among the prisoners sent to
camp were: Jozef Zelmanovic, Snina -
hdolf Kahan, Bratislavae -~ Walter Hheichmann,
Sucany - Esther Kshan, Bratislava.

45,000 - 47,000 2,000 Frenchmen (Aryens ), communists and
other political prisoners, among whom were
the brother of Thorez and the young brother
of Léon Blur. The latter was atrociously
tortured, then gassed and burned.

47,000 - 47,500 50C Jews from Hollend, in the majority
German emigrants. The rest of the convoy,
about 2,500 perscns, gasscd.

47,500 - 47,800 About 300 go~called Russicns under pro-
tective custody.
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48,300 - 48,620 320 Jews from Slovakia. About 70 girls were
transferred to the women's camp, the remainder,
some 650 people, gassed in the Birch Wood. This
convoy included about 80 people who had been
hended over by the Hungarian police to the camp
of SERED. Others from this convoy were:

Dr. Zoltan Mandel (since deceased) - Holz
(Christian name unknown), butcher from Piestany,
Miklos Engel, Zilina - Chaim Katz, Snina, (his
wife and 6 children were gassed).

49,000 - 64,800 15,000 naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch
Jews. This figure certainly represents less
than 10 percent of the total convoy. This was
between July 1 and September 15, 1942. Large
family convoys arrived from various European
countries and were at once directed to the
Birch Wood. The special squad (“Sonderkommando")
employed for gassing and burning worked in day and
night shifts. Hundreds of thousands of Jews were
gassed during this period.

64,800 - 65,000 200 Slovak Jews. Out of this transport about 100
women were admitted to the camp, the rest cf them
gassed and burned. Among the newly arrived were:
Ludwig Katz, Zilina - Avri Burger, Bratislava -
Poprad (wife dead) - Mikulas Steiner, Povazska
Bystrica - Juraj Fried, Trencin - Buchwald -
Josef Fosenwasser, Eastern Slovakia - Julius
Neuman, Bardejov - Sandor Wertheimer, Vrbove -
Misi Wertheimer, Vrbove - Bela Blau, Zilina.

65,000 - 68,000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews.
Mot more than 1,000 women were “selected" and
sent to the camp. The others, at the lowest
estimate 30,000, were gassed.

71,000 - 80,000 Naturalized French, Belgian, and Dutch Jews.
The prisoners brought to the camp hardly
represent 10 percent of the total transport.
A conservative estimate would be that
approximately 65,000 to 70,000 persons were
gassed.
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On December 17, 1942, the 200 young Slovak Jews, the so-
called "special squad® employed in gassing and burning the
condemned, were in turn executed at BIRKENAU. They were
exocuted for having planned to mubtiny and escape. A Jew
betrayed thelr preparations. This frightful job had to be
taken over by a group of 200 Polish Jews who had just ar-
rived at camp from HAKOW.

The men belonging to the “special squad® llved
separately. On account of the dreadful smell spread by
them, people had but little contact with them, Basides
they were always filthy, destitute, mlf wild and extraordi-
narily brutal and ruthless. IL was not uncomon to see one
of thom kill another. This was considered by the others
© sensation, a change. One simply recorded that mumber
so-and-so had died.

Once I was an eye-witness when a young folish Jew named
Josgel demonstrated Mscientific® mwrder on a Jew in the
presence of an S8 guard, He used no weapon, merely his bare
hands, to kill his victim,

No. 80,000 marks the beginning of the systomatic extermi-
notion of the Polish ghettos.

80,000 - 85,000 Approximately 5,000 Jews from various ghettos
in MLJAYA - LAXOW - ZICHENOY - LOMZA - GROLWO -
HIALCSTOK.

For fully 30 days truck-convoys arrived
without imterruption. Only 5,000 persons
were scnt Lo the concentration casmp; all
the othors werc gassed at once. The
"spacial squad" worked in two shifts,

24 hours daily and was scarcely able to
cope with the passing and burninge. Without
exagperating it mey be said that out of
these convoys some 30,000 to 90,000 recelived
“gpecial treatment.” These transports also
brought in a considerable amount of money,
valuables, ami precicus stoncs.

15,000 = 92,000 6,000 Jaws from CIOMNO, TALOSTOK and CRACOW
as well as 1,000 Aryan Poles. The majority
of the Jewish convoys were directly gassed
and daily about 4,000 Jews wore driven into
the gas chanbers.
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waiting room on the floor below., From therec a door and a few
steps lead down into the very long and narrow gas chambers

The walls of this chamber are also canouflaged with simulated
entries to shower rooms in order o mislead the victims. The
roof is fitted with threo traps which can be hermetically
cloged from the outside. A track leads from the gas chamber
towards the furnace room, The gassing takes place as follows:
the unfortunate victims are brought into hall (B) where they
are told to undress. To complete the fiction that they are
going to bathe, each person recaives a towel and a small piece
of sospismdbytwomncl&dinwmucoau. Then they are
crowded into the gas chamber (C) in such numbers that there
is, of course, only standing rooms To compress this crowd into
the narrow space, shots are often fired to induce those already
at the far end to huddle still closer together. lhen everybody
is inside, the heavy doors are closed. Then there is a short
pause, presumably to allow the room temperature to rise to

a certain level, after which S5 men with gas masks climb on
the roof, open the traps, and shake down a preparation in
powder form out of tin cans labelled "CYKLON" "For use against
vermin," which is manufactured by a Hamburg concern. It is
presumed that this is a WCYANIIE® mixture of some sort which
turns into gas at a certain temporature, After three minutes
gveryone in the chamber is dead. No one is knowm to have
survived this ordeal, although it was not uncommon to discover
signs of life after the primitive measures employed in the °
Birsh Wood. The chamber is then opened, aired, ard the
wgpecial squad" carts the bodies on flat trucks to the

furnace rooms where the burning takes place. Crematoria III
and IV work on nearly the same principle, but their capacity
is only half as large. Thus the total capacity of the four
cramating and gassing plants at BIRKENAU amounts to about
6,@ m.

mprincipleonlmeuogasasd;Arymamm.dm,u
they are usually given “special treatment" by shooting., Before
the crematoria were put into service, the shooting took place
in the Birch Wood and the bodies were burned in the long trench;
later, however, executions took place in the large hall of one
of the crematoria which has been provided with a special instal-
lation for this purpose.

Prominent guests from DERLIN were present at the inauguration
of the first crematorium in March, 1943, The "program" consisted
of the gassing and burning of €,000 Cracow Jews. The guests, both
officers and civilians, werc extremely satisfied with the results
and the special peephole fitted into the door of the gas chamber
was in constant use. They were lavish in their praise of this
newly erected installation.
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109,000 - 119,000 At the beginning of March, 1943, 45,000 Jews
arrived from Saloniki. 10,000 of them came
to the camp, including a small percentage
of the women; some 30,000 however went
straight to the cremating establishment.

Cf the 10,000 nearly all died a short time
later from a contagiocus illness resembling
malaria. They also died of typhus due to
the general conditions prevailing in the
camp.

Malaria among the Jews and typhus took such toll among the
prisoners in general that the "selections" were temporarily
suspended. The contaminated Greek Jews were ordered to present
themselves and in spite of our repeated warnings many of them
did. They were all killed by intracardial phenol injections
adninistered by & lance-corporal of the medical corps.

Out of the 10,000 Creek Jews, some 1,000 men remained alive
and were later sent, together with 500 other Jews, to do
fortification work in Warsaw., A few weeks later several hundred
cane back in a pitiful state and were immediately gassed. The
remainder presumably died in Warsaw. Four hundred Greek Jews
suffering from malaria were sent for "further treatment" to
IUBLIN after the phenol injections had been stopped, and it
appears that they actually arrived. Their fate is not known to
us, but it can be taken for granted that out of the original
nusber of 10,000 Jews not one eventually remained in the camp.

Simultaneously with the stopping of the "selections" the
murdering of prisoners was forbidden. Prominent murderers such
‘as: the Reich German professional criminals Alexander Neumann,
Zimmer, Albert Haemmerle, Rudi Osteringer, Bechert, and
the political prisoners Alfred Kien and Alols Stahler, were
punished for repeated murder and had to make written declaration
that they had killed so and so many prisoners.

At the beginning of 1943 the political section of
AUSCHWITZ received 500,000 discharge certificates and we thought
with ill-concealed joy, that at least a few of us would be
liberated. But the forms were simply filled out with the names
of those gessed and filed away in the archives.

119,000 - 120,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from the PAWIAK
penitentiary in Warsaw.

120,000 - 123,000 3,000 Greek Jews, part of whom were sent to
replace their comrades in Warsaw. The
remainder quickly died off.
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123,000 - 124,000 1,000 Poles (Aryans) from RADOM and
TARNOW,

124,000 - 126,000 2,000 from mixed Aryan convoys.

In the meantime, ceaseless convoys of Polish and a few French
and Belglan Jews arrived and, without exception, were dispatched
to the gas chambers. Among them was a transport of 1,000 Polish
Jews {rom MAJDANEK which included three Slovaks, one of whom was
a certain Spira from Stropkow or Vranov,

The flow of convoys abruptly ceased at the end of July, 1943
and there was a short breathing space. The crematoria were thor-
oughly cleaned, the installations repaired and prepared for
further use. On August 3 the killing machine again went into
operation, The first convoys consisted of Jews from BENZBURG
and SOSNOWITZ and others followed during the whole month of
Augu’to

132,000 - 136,000 Only 4,000 men and a very small nunmber
of women were brought to the camp. Over
35,000 were gassed. Of the aforementioned
4,000 men, many died as a result of bad
treatment, hunger or illness; some were
even murdereds The main responsibility
for these tragedies lies with the criminal
TYN (a Reich German) from the concentration
camp of SACHSENHAUSEN and the Polish political
prisoner No. 8516, Mieczislav KATFRZINSKI,
{from Warsaw,

The "selections" were introduced again and
this time to a2 murderous extent, especially
in the women's o The camp doctor,

an SS "Hauptst: r™ and the son or
neplfew of the police president of Berlin

(we forget his name) cutdid all the others
in brutality, The selection system has
been continued ever since, until our escape.

137,000 - 138,000 At the end of August 1,000 Poles came from
the PAWIAK prison and 80 Jews from Greece.

138,000 - 141,000 3,000 men from varicus Aryan transports.
142,000 - 145,000 At the beginning of September, 1943, 3,000

Jews arrived from Polish working camps and
Iussian prisoners of war.
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148,000 - 152,000 During the week following Septenmber 7,
1943 family transports of Jews arrived
from THEHESIENSTAIT. They enjoyed quite
an exceptional status which was incom-
prehensible to use The familics were
not separated and not a single one of
them received the customary and “normal"
gas treatment, Thelir heads were not even
shaven, thoy were able to keep their
luggage, and were lodged in a separate
section of the camp, men, women and
children together, The men were not
forced to work and a school was even
set up for the children under the
direction of Fredy HIRSCH (Makabi,
Prague). They were allowed to corre-
spond freely. The worst they had to
undergo was mistreatment at the hands
of their "canp eldest," a certain pro-
fessional criminal by the name of
Amo B8, prisoner No, 8, Our
astonishment increased when we learned
of the official indication given to
this special transport:

"SEM ~ transport of Czech Jews with
six months' quarantine -

We very well knew what "SB" meant
("Sonderbehandlung"), but could not
understand the long period of six months!
quarantine and the generally clement
treatment this group received. The

longest quarantine pericd we had wit-
nessed so far was only three weeks.

Towards the end of the six months' period,
however, we became convinced that the fate
of these Jews would be the same as that of
most of the others - the gas chamber, lie
tried to got in touch with the lcader of
this group and explain their lot and what
they had to cxpect. Some of them declared
(especially Fredy HILSCH who seemcd to enjoy
the full confidence of his companions) that
if our fears took shape they would organizec
resistance, Thus, some of then hoped to
instigate a pgeneral revolt in the camp. On
March 6, 194% we heard that the crematoria
were being preparcd to receive the Czech Jows.
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1 hastened to inform Fredy HINSCH and

begged hin to take immediate action as

they had nothing to lose. He replied

that he recognized his duty. Defore
nightfall I again crept over to the

Czech carp where I learned that

Fredy HIRSCH was dying; he had poi-

soned himself with luminol. The next

day, March 7, 1944, he was taken, un-
conscious, along with his 3,791 comrades
who had arrived at BIRKENAU on September 7,
1943 on trucks, to the crematoria and
gassed, The young people went to their
death singing, but to our great disap- 2
pointment nobody revolted. Some 500
elderly people had died during quarantine.
Of all these Jews only 11 twins were left
alive, They are being subjected to various
medical tests at AUSCIWITZ, and when we left
HIRKENAU they were still alive, Among the
gassed was Rozsi FURST, from SERED. A week
before the gassing, that is to say on

March 1, 1944, everyone in the Czech group
in the camp had been asked to inform his
relatives about his well being. The letters
had to be dated March 23 to 25, 1944 and
they were requested to ask for food parcels.

153,000 - 154,000 1,000 Polish Aryans from the PAVIAK
penitentiary.

155,000 - 159,000 During October and November, 1943, 4,000
persons from various prisons and smaller
transports of Jews from EENZBURG and vicin-
ity, who had been driven out of their hiding
places; also a group of Russians under pro-
tective custody from the MINSK and VITEDSK
regions, Some more Russian prisoners of war
arrived and, as stated, they as usual received
numbers between 1 and 12,000,

160,000 - 165,000 In December, 1943, 5,000 men originating from
Dutch, French, Belgian transports and, for the
first time, Italian Jews from FIUME, TRIESTE
and ROME. Of these at least 30,000 were immedi-
ately gassed. The mortality among these Jews
was very high and, in addition, the “selection"
system was still decimating all ranks. The
bestiality of the whole procedure reached its
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culmating point between Januvary 10 and 24, 1944
when ever ung and healthy persons irrespective
of profession or working classification - with
the exception of doctors - were ruthlessly
"selected.”

Every single prisoner was called up, a strict
control was estahlished to see that all were
present, and the "selection" proceeded under
the supervision of the same camp doctor (son
or nephew of the Police President of Berlin)
and of the Commandant of HIRKENAU, SS
"Untersturmithrer" SCIMARZHUBER. The
"infirmary" had in the meantime been trans-
ferred from "Hlock 7" to a separate section
of the camp wherc conditions had become quite
bearable, Its inmates, neverthelcss, were
gassed to the last man. Apart from this group,
this general action cost some 2,500 men and
over 6,000 women their lives,

165,000 - 168,000 On December 20, 1943 a further group of 3,000
Jews arrived from THERESIENSTADUT. The convoy
was listed under the same category as the one
which had reached the camp on September 7,
i.e. "SB" - transport, Czech Jews with six
months' quarantine." On their arrival, men,
women and children all joined the September
group. They enjoyed the same privilcges as
their predecessors. Twenty-four hours before
the gassing of the first group took place,
the latest arrivals were separated fram the
rest and placed in another part of the camp
where they still are at present. Their
quarantine ends on June 20, 1944.

169,000 - 170,000 1,000 people in small groups, Jews, Poles,
and Russians under protective custody.

170,000 - 171,000 1,000 Poles and fussians and a number of
Yugoslavs.

171,000 - 174,000 At the end of February and beginning of lMarch,
3,000 Jews from Holland, Belgium, and for t.ln
first time lom-eatabushed French Jews (not
naturalized). from VICHY, in France. The
greater part of this transporb was pgassed
immediately upon arrival.
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Small groups of BENZBURGER and SOSNOWITZER Jews, who had been
dragged from hiding, arrived in the middle of March. One of them
told me that many Polish Jews were crossing over to Slovakia and
from there to Hungary and that the Slovak Jews helped them on
their way through.

After the gassing of the THERESIENSTADT transport there were
no further arrivals until March 15, 1944. The effective strongth
of the camp rapidly diminished and men of later incoming trans-
ports, especially Dutch Jews, were directed to the camp., When we
left on April 7, 1944 we heard that large convoys of Greek Jews
were expected,

The camp of BIRKENAU consists of three building areas., At
present only sections I and II are guarded by the inner chain of
sentry posts,whereas section III is still under construction and
uninhabited. At the time of our departure from the camp (the be-
ginning of April,1944), the following categories of prisoners
were in BIRKENAU:

Section I (Women's concentration camp)

Slove Jews (QOther Jews Aryans Remarks

Ia and Ih app. 300 app. 7,000 app. 6,000 In addition to
the 300 Slovak
Jewish girls,
app. 100 are
employed in
the adnministra-
tion building
of AUSCHWITZ.
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Section II (Women's Concentration Canmp)

Slov. Jews Other Jews

Aryans

Remarks

Quaran-
tine camp

Jews from
STADT

At present
uninhabited

"Stanmlager"
Gypsy camp

6

appe 200 appe. 800

3,500

4,000

1,000

" 6,000
" 4,500

w500

One of the two
Slovak Jews is
Dr,. Andreas
MULIER from
Podolinec
(block eldest).

Viith a six months!'
quaranbim.

This is the re-
mainder of some
16,000 gypsies.
They are not used
for work and die

off rapddly =

The six Slovak
Jews are all em-
ployees of the

3

No. 36,832 Walter SPIIZER, block eldest from NEUSOVA,

came to

LUBLIN from BIRKENAU.

29,867 Jozef NEUMANN, ("overseer" of the “corpse crew')

from SNINA.

44,939 Josef ZELUANOVIC, “staff" from SNINA.
- Cham KATZ, "“staff" from SNINA.

30,049 Ludwig SOLMANN, elerk" from KESMAREK.

32,407 Ludwig EISENSTADTER, tattooist from KREMPACHY.
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The internal administration of the camp of BIRKENAU is run
by specially selected prisoners. The "blocks" are not inhabited
according to naticnalities but rather according to working cate-
gories. Each block is supervised by a staff of five, i.e.,
a block eldest, a block recorder, a male nurse, and two attendants.

The block eldest

He wears an arm band with the number of his bleck, and is
responsible for crder there. He has pomer over life and death.
Until February, 1944 nearly 50 percent of the block eldests were
Jews but this was stopped by order of BEKLIN. They all had to
resign with the exception of three Jews who, in spite of this
order, werc able to keep their posts.

The block recorder

He is the block eldest's right hand, does all the clerical
work, keeping the index cards and records. His work is of great
responsibility and he has to keep his ledgers with painful exact-
itude as the index cards only indicate the number and not the
name of the prisoners; errors are fatal. For instance, if the
recorder has noted down a death by misteke - and this often
occurs with the unusually high mortality - the discrepancy is
simply straightened out by killing the bearer of the correspcnd-
ing number. Corrections are not admitted. The block recorder
occupies a key post which is often misused.

Nursing and "room" duties

They consist in keeping the inside of the barracks clean and
carrying out small manual jobs in and around the block. Of course
there is no question of really taking care of the sick.

The camp eldest supervises the whole camp; he is also
2 prisoner. This post is at present held by:

Franz DANISCH, No. 11,182, a political prisoner, from
KONIGSHUTTE, Upper Silesia. He ies undisputed master of the whole
camp and has power to nominate or dismiss bleck eldests and block=-
recorders, hand out jobs, etce

Further we have a "chief recorder™ whose position is undoubted=-
ly one of the most powerful in the camp. He is in direct contact
with camp headquarters, receiving their orders and reporting on all
matters. All camp recorders are directly subordinated to him and
have to sutmit all their reports to him. The chief recorder cf
BIRKENAU is:
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Kasimir GORK, No, 31,029, a Pole from WARSAT, a former bank
clerk. \

'l‘homprmoontroloverthoblockanuinthehmdsd
six to eight “block leaders," all S5 men. Every night they hold
roll call, the result of which is commmnicated to:

The Camp Leader, "Untersturmfiihrer" SCHWARZHUBER, from the
Tyrol, This individual is an alcoholic and a sadist. Over him
is the canpoammdermoulsooontrolsmmmmmro
is a second subordinate camp leader, The camp commander's name
is: HOESS.

The ciﬁef of a work squad or group is called the “Capo."

During work the "Capo" has full authority over his group of
prisoners and not infrequently one of these “Capos" kills a man
working under him, In larger squads there may be several “"Capos"
who are then under the orders of a "Capo-inw-chief." At first
there were many Jewish "Capos,® but an order from BERLIN pro-
hibited their being employed.

Supreme control over work is carried out by German
specialists.

II. MAJDANEK

On June 14, 1942 we left NOVAKY, passed through ZILINA and
arrived at ZWARDON toward 5 o'clock in the evening. We were
assembled, counted, and 55 men took over our convoy, One of these
guards voiced his surprise at the fact we had made the journey
without water by shouting: "Those Slovak barbarians, give them
no waterl" The journey continued and we reached LUBLIN two days
later., Here the following order was issued: "Those fit for work
aged batween 15 and 50 are to leave the cars, Children and old
people remain.® We struggled out of the freight car and dis-
covered that the station was surrounded by Lithuamians in 35
wdiforms, all armed with automatic pistols. The cars containing
the children and old people were immediately closed and the train
mo-h:d one We do not know where they went and what happened to
t

The S5 troop leader in command informed us that we had a long
way ahead of us, but that whoever wanted to take his luggage with
him could do so, Those who preferred to put it on a truck would
certainly receive it later. So some of us dragged along our
luggage, whereas others loaded it on the truck.
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"Rekleidungowerke.," In the courtyard waiting for their noon
meal some 1,000 prisoners in dirty striped clothing, obviously
Jews, were lined up and the sight of them was none too encour-
aging. Arriving on 2 small hill we suddenly sighted the vast
barrack camp of MAJDANEK surrounded by a 3-meter-high barbed-
wire fence. MNo sooner had we gone through the entrance gate
than I met & prisoner who warned me that all our personal
belongings would be taken away. Around us stood Slovek Jews
in a wretched condition, their heads shaven, in dirty prison
clothes and wooden clogs or simply bare-focted, many of them
having swollon feet. They begged us for foed and we gave them
what we could spare, knowing very well that everything would be
confiscated anyway. Ve were then conducted to the stock room
where we had to leave everything we possessed. At double time
we were herded into another barrack where we had to undress,
were shaved, and given a shower. After this we were issued
convict outfits, wooden clogs and caps.

I was assigned to "working section No. 2% as the whole
carp was divided into three such sections separated by vire
fences., Section No. 2 was occupied by a number of Slovak
and Czech Jews. For two full days we were taught how to re-
move and put on our caps when we met a German, Then in the
pouring rain we practiced roll calling for hours.

The barrack accommodations were quite original to say the
least, Three long tables (nearly as long as the barrack itself)
had been: placed one on top of the other., These comprised our
"bunks" (4 floors of them, that is ground floor plus the three
tables)e A small pessage was kept open along the walls.

Our food consisted of a fairly thick "soup" early in the
morning which had to be eaten with the hands. TVie got the same
soup again at lunch, The evening meal consisted of a brew called
"tea," BOOgrmsofbadbreadmdstO‘boBOgrmofmalade
or artificial fat of the worst quality.

Great importance was attributed during the first few days to
the learning of the “camp song." For hours we stood singing:

From the whole of Europe came
Vie Jews to Lublin

Much work has to be done

And this is the beginning.

To manage this duty
Forget all about the past
For in fulfillment of duty
There is commundty.
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Therefore on to work with wvigour
Let everyone play his part
Together we want to work

At the same pace and rhythm,

Not all will understand
VWhy we stand here in rows
Those must we soon force
To understand its meaning,.

Modern times must teach us
Teach us all along
That it is to work
And only to work we belonge.

Therefore on to work with vigour
Let everyone play his part
Together we want to work
At the same pace and rhythm.

(This is a literal translation of the song).

Woricing section No. I was occupied by Slovak Jews
n "

" II 0 " W Slovak and Czoch Jews
" " W IIT * u " Partisans
" n IV & V was being built by the Jews of Sectors

I&II

The Partisans in section IIT were locked up in their barracks
without having to work and their food was thrown at them as if
they had been dogse They died in great numbers in their over-
crowded barracks and were shot at the slightest excuse by the
guards who did not dare venture too near them.

The “Capos" were Reich Germans and Czechs; whereas the
Germans were brutal, the Czechs helped vherever they could.
The camp eldest was a gypsy from HOLIC by the name of GALBAVY.
His adjutant, a Jew from SERED called MITTLER, certainly owed
his post to his brutal actions. He took full advantage of the
power conferred upon him to torment ths Jews who, as it was,
already had their full share of hardships. The evening roll call
brought us more brutal treatment from the S5 men and for hours
we had to stand in the open after a hard day's work and sing the
"camp song." A Jewish orchestra leader was forced to conduct from
the roof of one of the barracks. This was the occasion of much
hilarity among the SS men.
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During these “concert parties" the 58 guards were very gen-
crous with blows and physicel punishment., A tragic end befell
Rabbi ECKSTEIN from SERED who was suffering from dysentery and
once came & few mimtes too late for the rcll call, The group
leader had him seigzed and dipped head first into one of the
letrines, then poured cold water over him, drew his revolver
and shot him,

The crematorinm was located bLetween working sections I and
II and a1l the bodies were turmed there. With an effective
strength of 6,000 to 8,000 men per vorking section, the mortel-
ity was about 30 a day. This fipure later increased five and
sirfcld. In other ingtances 10 to 20 inmates were removed from
the sick room, brought to the crematorium and urned, after
rarring teen put to death in a manner which I have not been able
to find out, This crematorivm was electrically heated and the
attendants were Russians. ’

Tlnesses inorcased as a result of the bad food and intoler-
able living conditions. Serious stomach troutlee and a seemingly
incuratle foot diseace spread throughout the camp, The feet cf
the victims swelled up tc the point where they could not wallk,
Y¥ore end more of the sick were now being teken to the crematorivm
and wren on June 26, 1942 the number thus treated rose to 70,

I decided to take an opportunity which was offered to me and
applied for a transfer to AUSCHWITZ.

On June 27, 1942 I discarded my prisoner's cutfit and
travelled to AUSCHWITZ in civilian clothes.

After a journey of 48 hours during which we were couped up
in freight cars vithout food or wmater, we arrived at AUSCHVITZ
helf dead., At the entrance gate the huge poster, "Work brings
freodon, ¥ preeted us. As the courtyard was clean and well kept,
and the brick buildings made a good impressicn after the dirty
and priritive barrecks of LUBLIN, we thought that the change was
for the best. We were taken to a cellar and received tea and
bread. Next day, bhowever, our civilian clcthes were taken awoy,
our heads were shaved, and cur mumbers vere tattooed on our fore-
arrs in the usual way. Finally, we were issued a set of prisoner's
clothes similar to those we had worn ir LUBLIN and were enrolled
as "political prisoners" in the concentration camp of AUSCHWITZ.
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We were billeted in "Block 17" and slept on the floor, In
an adjoining row of buildings separated from ours by a high wall,
the Jewish girls from Slovakia, who had been brought there in lMarch
and April of 1942, were quartered. We worked in the huge "BUNA"
plant to which we were herded every morning about 3 a.ms At midday
our food consisted of potato or turnip soup and in the cvening we
received some bread. During work we were terribly mistreated. As
our worlkcing place was situated outside the large chain of sentry
posts, it was divided into small sectors of 10 x 10 meters, each
guarded by an SS man. Whoever stepped outside these squares during
working rs was immediately shot without warping for having
"attempted to escape." Often it happened that out of pure spite
an SS man would order a prisoner to fetch some given object outside
his squares If he followed the order, he was shot for having left
Iis assigned place, The work was extremely hard and there were no
rest periods. The way to and from work had to be covered at
a brisk military trot; anyone falling out of line was shot. On
my arrival about 3,000 people, of whom 2,000 were Slovak Jews, were
working on this emplacement. Very few could bear the strain and
although escape scemed hopeless, attempts were made every day.
The result was several hangings a week.

After a number of weeks of painful work at the “BUNA" plant
a terrible typhus epidemic broke out., The weaker priscners died in
hundreds. An immediate quarantine was ordered and work at the
WBUNAY stoppeds Those still alive were sent, at the end of July,
1942, to the gravel pit but there work was even still more
strenuous. We were in such a state of weakness that, even in
trying to do our best, we could not satis{y the overseers, Llost
of us got swollen feet, Due to our inability to perfom the heawy
work demanded of us our squad was accused of being lazy and dis-
orderly. Soon after a medical commission inspected all of us; they
carried out their job very thoroughly. Anyone with swollen feet
or particularly weak was separated from the rest. Although I was
in great pain, I controlled myself and stood erect in front of the
commission who passed me as physically fit., Out of 300 persons
examined, 200 were found to be unfit and imnediately sent to
BIRKENAU and gasseds I was then detailed for worlk at the DAW
(Deutsche Aufrflstungswerke) where we had to paint skis. The pre-
scribed minimun to be painted each day was 120, Anyone unable to
paint this many was thoroughly flogged in the evening. It meant
working very hard to avoid this punishment. Another group was em-
ployed at making cases for hand grenades, At one time 15,000 had
been completed but it was found that they were a few centimeters
too small. As punishment several Jews were shot for sabotage.

Somewhere around the middle of August, 1942 all the Jewish
girls from Slovakia who lived next to our quarters, on the other
side of the wall, were transferred to BIRKENAU, I had the oppor-
tunity to talk to them and was able to see how weak and half-starved
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all of them were. They were dressed in old Russian uniform rags
wore wooden clogs. Their heads were shaven clean. The same
ve again had to undergo a strict examination and those sus-
pected of having typhus were removed to the Birch Wood. The

remainder were shaved afresh, bathed, issued a new set of clothes
and finally billeted in the barracks the girls had just left.

By ce I learned that there was an opening in the "clearance
squad" and I handed in my application. I was detailed to this

This squad consisted of about a hundred Jewish prisoners.

a far cormer of the camp, away from all our come-
rades, Here we found huge sheds full of knapsacks, suitcases,
and other luggage. We had to open each piece of baggage and sort
the contents into large cases specially prepared for each cate-
gory of goods, i.e. combs, mirrors, sugar, canned food, chocolate,
medicines, etc. The cases were then stored away. Underwear,
shirts and clothes of all kinds went to a special barrack, where
they were sorted out and packed by Jewish girls. 0ld and worn
clothes were addressed to the "IEXTILE FACTORY" at MEMEL, whereas
the usuahble garments were dispatched to a collecting center in
BERLIN. Gold, money, bank notes, and preciocus stones had to be
handed over to the political section. Many of these objects were,
however, stolen by the SS guards or by prisoners. A brutsl and
vile irdividual who cften struck the women is commander of this
asquad. He is SS "Scharfihrer" WYKLEFF.

Every day the girls who came to their work from BIRKENAU de-
soribed to us the terrible conditions prevailing there. They were
beaten and brutalized and their mortality was much higher than
among the men. Twice a week "selections" took place, and every
day new girls replaced those who had disappeared.

During a night shift I was able to vdtness for the first time
how incoming convoys were handled. The transport 1 saw contained
Polish Jows. They had received no water for days and when the
doors of the freight cars were open we were ordered to chase
them out with loud shouts. They were utterly exhousted and about
& hundred of them had died during the journey. The living were
lined up in rows of five. Our job was to remove the dead, dying,
end the luggage from the cars. The dead, and this included any-
one unable to stend on his feet, were piled in a heap. Iuggage
and parcels were collected and stacked up. Then the railroad cars
had to be thoroughly cleaned so that no trace of their frightful
load was left behind, A commission from the political department
proceeded with the "selection" of approximately 10 percent of the
men and 5 percent of the women and had them transferred to the
camps. The remainder vere loaded on trucks, sent to BIRKENAU,
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and gassed vhile the dead and dying were taken directly to the
furnaces. It often happened that small children were thrown alive
into the trucks along with the dead, Parcels and luggage were
taken to the warehouses and sorted out in the previously described
manners

Between July and September, 1942 a typhus opidemic had raged
in AUSCHWITZ, especially in the women's camp of BIRKENAU, DNone of
the sick received medical attention and in the first stages of the
epidemic a great many were killed by phenol injections, and later
on others were gassed wholesale, Some 15,000 to 20,000, mostly
Jews, died during these two months. The girls' camp suffered the
most, as it was not fitted with sanitary installations, and the
poor wretches were covered with lice. Every week large "selections"
took place and the girls had to present themselves naked to the
"gelection committee," regardless of weather conditions. They
waited in deadly fear whether they would be chosen or given another
week's grace., Suicides were frequent and were mostly comrdtted by
throwing one's self against the high tension wires of the inner
fence., This went on until they had dwindled to 5 percent of their
original number. Now there are only 400 of these girls left and
most of them have been able to secure some sort of clerical post
in the women's camp. About 100 girls hold jobs at the staff build-
ing in AUSCHWITZ where they do all the clerical work conmected with
the administration of the two camps, Thanks to their knowledge of
languages they are also used as interpreters. Others are employed
in the main kitchen and laundry, Of late these girls have been
able to dress themselves quite well as they have had opportunities
to complete their wardrobes which, in some cases, even include
silk stockings. Generally speaking they are reasonably well off
and are even allowed to let their hair grow. Of course this camnot
be said of the other Jewish inmates of the women's camp. It just
so happens that these Slovak Jewish girls have been in the camp the
longest of all. But if today they enjoy certain privileges, they
have previously undergone frightful sufferings.

I was not to hold this comparatively good job with the
"clearance squad" for long. Shortly afterwards I was transferred
to BIHKENAU on disciplinary grounds and remained there over a year
and a half. On April 7, 1944 I managed to escape with my companion.
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Careful estimate of the numler of Jows passed
in BLIEENAU between April, 1942 and April, 1944

(according to countries of orisin).

Poland (transported by truck) eesssesesses@pproximately 3:0,000

o " " ETAIN seescsreceren " 390,000
1101150 seunesesssvessensssssssnsannssncnsns » 100, X0
UITOCE ssssssssssssssansnsnsansnarnssnsnnes L/ A
FTANCE sesanssessancassastsassnensssnnancin ot 155,
J01CIUm seevssssssssasassssnsnssnsasncosncs » 50, 00C
COMISIY sesesscsssassesscnsesssnncensnesnss " 63,000
Tugoslavia, Italy and NOTWAY eesesccesceces b 50,000
CAThianis  seesssscesacerarsssnarecannsenan L 50,000
fohemia, Moravia and Austria ceeer-seevssss h 30,000
S1oVAlEe seeesescsssscscsssscsansstsnnasans " 30,000
Various carps for foreipn Jews in Poland .. " 300,000

approtimately 1,765,000

BRI T 7T Sltad sl T S SmsRal

IIX.

On August 6, 1944 a report was reccived in Switzerland covur-
ing the happenings in HLAKENAU during the period between April 7
and lay 27. This second report was drawnm up by two othor young
Jews who succeeded in escaping from this camp amdi reaching Slovakia,
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Their declarations complete the first report, particularly in re-
gard to the arrival of the Hungarian Jews in BIRKENAU. They also
add certain new details not contained in the previous accounts.
It has not been possible, however, to check the origin of this
"second report™ as closely as it was the first.

0
+} o

After the flight of the two Slovak Jews from BIRKENAU on
April 7, 1944 great excitement reigned in the camp. The
"Political Division" of the Gestapo instituted a thoroughgoing
investigation, and the friends and superiors of the two escapces
were closely questioned, although in vain, Since the two had
held posts as "block recorders," all Jews exercising such func-
tions, by way of punishment and also as a precautionary measure,
were removed and, as the Gestapo suspected that they had suc-
ceeded in escaping through Building No. 3, the outer chain of
sentry posts was considerably shortened so that now it cuts
through the middle of Building No. 3.

o

] o

At the beginning of the month of April, a transport of Greek
Jews arrived, of whom about 200 were admitted to the camp. The
remainder of circa 1,500 were immediately gassed.

Between the 10th and 15th of April some 5,000 "Aryans" arrived
in BIRKENAU, mainly Poles, some 2,000 to 3,000 women among them
being from the abandoned camp of LUDLIN-MAJDANEK. They were given
numbers running from approximately:

176,000 to 181,000 Among the women were about 300 Jewish girls
from Poland., The greater part of the new
arrivals were ill, weak, and very run down.
According to their information the healthy
ones had been sent from LUBLIN to German
concentration camps. Concerning the fate
of the Jews held in the camp of LUBLIN-
MAJDANEK, we learned from them, especially
from the Jewish girls, that on November 3,
1943 all Jews in this camp, that is some
11,000 men and 6,000 women, were killed.



Approximately
No. 182,000

183,000 to 185,000
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We recalled that about this time the SS
in HIRKENAU had reported that LUBLIN had
been attacked by partisans and, in order
to fight against the latter, a number of
the SS persomnel from BIIMKENAU had been
temporarily transferred to LUBLIN. It

. was now clear to us for what purpose our

SS had gone to LUBLIN.

Apparently the Jews had been compelled to
dig a long, deep grave in Field V of the
camp of MAJDANEK and on November 3 they
were brought out in groups of 200 to 300,
shot and thrown into the grave. Within
2/ hours everything was over. During the
execution loud music was played to drown
out the shotse.

Three hundred girls who were active in
LUBLIN on the "clearing-up Commando" and
as recorders were left alive, Three days
after their arrival in BIRKENAU they were
all gassed and burned on special order of
BERLIN, Through an error on the part of
the “"recorder" two of the girls were not
sent to the gas chamber. This was dis-
covered, however, the next day, and the
girls were immediately shot and the re-
corder replaced.

The fate of the LUGLIN Jews caused great
depression among the Jews in the camp of
BIRKENAU who became afraid that one day
the whole of BIRKENAU would suddenly be
"liquidated" in the same way.

Toward the end of April more Greek Jews
were brought to BEIRKENAU. Some 200 were
admitted to the camp and about 3,000
exterminated,

At the beginning of May, 1944 smaller
transports of Dutch, French, Belgian, and
Greek Jews arrived, as well as Polish
"Aryans.," Most of them were put to work
in the BUNA plant.
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On May 10, 1944 the first transport of Hungarian Jews arrived
in BIRKENAU, They were principally {rom the prisons of Budapest,
including those who had been arrested in the streets and railroad
stations of the city. Among the wamen were:

Ruth Lorant
Mici Lorant
Ruth Quasztler
Irene Roth
Bama Fuchs

The transport was received in AUSCHWITZ and BIRKENAU accord-
ing to the well-known procedure (heads shaved, numbers tattooed,
etc.) The men were given numbers beginning with 186,000 and the
women were placed in the women's camp. About €00 men, of vhom some
150 were between the ages of 45 and 60, were brought to HIRKENAU
where they were divided up among variocus work detachments. The re-
mainder stayed in AUSCHWITZ where they worked in the BUNA plant.

The members of the transport were all left alive and none of
them, as had been customary, were sent directly to the crcmatoria.
In the postcards which they were allowed to write, they had to give
"Mialdsee" as return address.

On May 15 mass transports from Hungary began to arrive in
BIRKENAU, Some 14,000 to 15,000 Jews arrived daily. The spur
railroad track which ran into the camp to the crematoria was con-
pleted in great haste, the crews working night and day, so that
the transports could be brought directly to the crematoria. Only
about 10 percent of these transports were admitted to the camp;
the balance were immediately gassed and burmmed, Never had so many
Jews been gassed since the establishment of HIRKENAU, The "Special
Cormando had to be increased to 600 men and, after two or three
days, to 800 (people being recruited from among the Hungarian Jews
who had arrived first). The size of the "Clearing Commando" was
stepped up from 150 to 700 men. Three crematoria worked day and
night (the 4th was being repaired at that time) and, since the
capacity of the crematoria was not enough, great pits 30 meters
long and 15 meters wide were once more dug in the "Birkenwald"

(as in the time before the crematoria) where corpses were burned
day and night, Thus the vexterminating capacity" became almost
unlimited,

The Hungarian Jews who were left alive (about 10 percent) were
not included in the nommal camp “enrollment." Although they were
shaved and shorn and received convict's dothing, they were not
tattooed. They were housed in a separate section of the camp,
section "C", and were later transferred to various concentration
camps in the German Reich: Buchemwald, Mauthausen, Grossrosen,
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Gusen, Flossenburg, Sachsenhausen, ete. The women were
quartered in the "gypsy camp" in separate nlocks and t.en also
transferred elsewhere, Jewish pirls from Slovakia were "block
eldests® there,

The first Hungarian transports carw from: Munkacs,
Nagysz811¥s, Nylregyhass, Ungvar, Musst, Kassau, Deregsszass,
Farmarossziget, Nagyberezna., Among those remaining alive were:

flobert and Ervin Waizen
Stark

Ehrenreich

Katz, Chaim

The last two have already been transferred, The parents of the
Walzen brothers were pgassed.

The transports of Hungarian Jews wero 'mder the particular
control of the former Camp Commonder "Hauptstumm " nliss
who travelled continually between AUSCHWIRZ and Dudapests The
Commandant of Birkenau at tids time was ! former adjutant,
"Hauptsturafiihrer® KrAMZ,

187,000 to 189,000 1,600 French "Aryans," almost exclusively
intellectnals and prominent persons, in-
cluding a amall number of Polish "entgraa.
Among the Fronch were high officers, members
of leading French financizl circles, well-
known journaliste and politicians, and even,
it was said, fomer ministers. On their
arrival some of them rebelled but were put
down in an exceedingly brutal fashion by
the 55, somo of them being shot on the spot.
The French were very uourageous and self-
possaessed, Thoy were strictly isolated in
Ol fKCENAU and no one was allowed to have any
contaﬂt with them. After two weeks, on
orders from Derlin, they wore sent to
Mauthavsen (near Lﬂ.m in Austriz.).

Since the middle of May the newly arrived Jews no longer re-
celved consecutive numbers, as formerly. A now nmumboring system
was inaugurated beginning with No. 1 preceded by the tattooed
letter "A." Ue do not know the reason for this measure. AL the
time of our flight on lhy 27, 1944 about 4,000 Jews hod received
these now numbers. The 4,000 were composed of 1,000 Dutch, French,
and Italian Jows and 3,000 Jewn from § HH='Z TISTACT who Teached
BIRKENAU on May 23, 1944. Those wore tmated exactly as the
previous two transports from Ti.li T4 They were quartored
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(unshorn) with the members of the previous convoy from
THEHESIEKNSTADT (who have been in BIRKENAU since December 20, /
1943 and whose “quarantine® is due to be up on June 20, 1944) in
Section IIB.

According to the statement of a Jew from the "“Special
Commando," "Reichsflhrer® Himmler was said to have visited
HIRKENAU on the 15th or 16th of May. On one of these days
I myself saw three automobdles and five men in civilian clothing
drive toward the crematoria, The Jew who made this statement
declared that he, as well as others, recognized Himmler, who had
visited crematorium No. 1 and after a stay of about half an hour
had again driven off with those accompanying him. On the day
after there was an account in the Silesian newspapers of Himmler's
visit to Cracow, so that this report could be true.

One other happening should not be forgotten which was told to
us by the men of the "Special Commando." In the late sumer of
1943 a cormission of four Dutch Jews - distinguished looking men -
came to AUSCHWITZ. Their visit had already apparently been an-
nounced to the Camp Commander, for the Dutch Jews in AUSCHWITZ
received better clothes, as well as regular eating equipment
(plates, spoons, ctc.) and better food. The commission of four
were very politcly received and were shown over the carmp buildings
and particularly those portions which were clean and made a good
impression, Dutch Jews from the camp were brought to them who
reported that only a portion of the Dutch Jews were in this camp,
the others being in other similar camps. In this manner the four
men were satisfied and signed a statement according to which the
commission had found everything in good order in AUSCHWITZ. After
the signing the four Dutch Jews expressed a desire to see the camp
of BIHKENAU and particularly the crematoria about which they had
heard some stories, The camp authoritics declared themselves quite
willing to show them both BIRKENAU and the crematoria, the latter
being used, they caid, to cremate those who died in the camp.

The commission was then taken to BIRKENAU, accompanied by the camp
leader, Aumayer, and immediately to crematorium No. 1. Here they
were shot from behind. A telegram was supposedly sent to Iolland
reporting that after leaving AUSGHWITZ the four men had been
victims of an unfortunate automobile accident.

There is a biological laboratory in AUSCIWITZ where SS,
civilian, and internee doctors are occupieds The women and girls
on whom experiments are performed are housed in Hlock 10, For
a long time the "block eldest" there was Magda llellinger from
Michalovee and a girl named Rozsi (family name unknown) from
lummenéd, Experiments were carried out only on Jewish girls and
women, although to date no Slovakian girls have been used,



mmmnmwumm

e

iporirents were also performed on men but the latter were not
housed separatoly. A great many died as a result of tlese
experiments, Often gypsies were wsed, Hlock 10, where the
"subjects® of the experiments are housed, is completely
isolated, and even the window openings are walled up. lo one
whatooover had admission to it,

The Copmandants of AUSCHWITZ and (IRENAU have been to
date the followings AUMAYER, SCHWARLIUBER, WEISS, HARTERSTEIN,
i8S, and KIAMENR,
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I, THANSPOLT

On March 24, 1942 we were gathered together in special
"assembling cell" No. 2 of the Montelupich prison in Cracow. We
knew that our group consisting of 60 men was to be sent to the
concentration camp of OSWIEGIM (AUSCHWITZ). At 8 o'clock the
next morning, two S8 guards appeared with lists and started
counting those jresent. We had to undress and wait. Finally
the doors were opened and we caught sight of two columns of S8
guards and policemen with fixed bayonets. In the courtyard two
trucks were parked in each of which 30 men had to take their
places. These trucks were quite small and the space on the
inside was divided in two by a chain running across the middle.
The first to enter had to stand with bent heads, whereas the
others crouched cown between the legs of the standing men. In
this way it was possible to fill up the very small space with
30 men. We were loaded in with blows from rifle-butts, shouts
and kicks. In the second separated section of the truck, two
SS men stood guard with machine guns. Ve departed. Behind us,
at a certain uistance, followed motor-cyclists with machine guns.
Our trucks were hermetically closed so that there was no pos—
sibility of seeing where we were going. Our journey lasted
1 1/2 hours with several short stops. Our limbs grew stiff as
there was no possibility of changing one's position, and one
of our men who was up against the chain became unconscious. He
was brought back to his senses by blows from the guards. At
last we arrived, staggered to the ground, and found ourselves
standing in front of a gate over which we could read: “Work
brings freedom." Inside, an orchestra was playing. This was
AUSCHWITZ and it appeared that we were expected.

We were lined up in columns of five (a system applied on
every conceivable occasion in the camp) and the names of the
"newcomers" were once more read out. The man called up had
immediately to run over to the one reading the roll and place
himself in a line with those already summoned, after having
received his number from the hands of an assistant. From this
moment on, names were replaced by numbers. This system of
"reception" was maintained until the summer of 1943. Later,
all the prisoners (with the exception of Germans ) had. their
nunbers tattooed on their upper forearms,which had .been the
practice in the case of the Jews from the beginning. This
whole numbering system was apparently applied to lessen the
possibility of escape and to make it easier to identify the
bodies. These numbers were handed to us by the "hlock leader™
named STUBA, after which we went bareheaded and accompanied by
the orchestra into the camp itself. The clock stood at
11 a.m. After a short visit to the “stock" room, we were shut
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up in a barrack until 5 p.m. There we were visited by a number
of old inmates who earnestly begged us to give them our watches,
rings, lighters, and cigarettes to avoid their being confiscated.
Any food brought with us should be eaten at once, as it would be
taken away as well. In return, the prisoners promised us bread,
soup, etc., once we were officially incorporated into their ranks.
At last the Capo (a sort of camp overseer) arrived and delivered
a short talk in which he stressed that a prisoner could not exist
in this camp for more than two months without the help of his
comrades; and this was to be confirmed later on by numerous
examples. Out of the 60 originally in my group I was to be the
only survivor.

At 5 p.m. we were herded out into the corridor. There we had
to undress and pack our clothes into bundles provided with our
respective numbers. We stood there naked. All we were allowed to
keep were a belt and two handkerchiefs. I wanted to keep a small
holy picture, but one of the prisoners who acted as assistant in
these operations dissuaded me, saying: "It isn't worth while;
you will merely be laughed at and it will finally be taken any-
way." First, our hair was cut short and then our heads shaved,
after which we were given a bath. The water was very warm. All
these preparations prior te being admitted as an inmate to the
camp took place in "Block 27." Next, although it was snowing,
we had to run to "Block 26" where the clothing room was located.
There we were issued our prisoner's outfits which consisted of
a shirt, underpants, shoes, socks, a warm jacket, trousers, vest,
cap, and blanket. Everything was filthy, patched, and practically
worn out. My jacket, for instance, could be buttoned up in front,
but the back and sleeves merely consisted of black strips of
cloth patched together. Finally this operation came to an end
and we were again lined up in rows of five and taken to one of
the "blocks." There we were awaited by the "block leader" (most
of them were Poles from Upper Silesia) who initiated us into the
mysteries of barrack duties. We were instructed in sweeping and
cleaning the dormitories, in taking off our caps when commanded,
and how to keep in line and step. Orders were given in German
and when badly carried out the block leader grew furious and
struck people right and left. The evening roll call finally put
an end to these exercises. The block leader then assembled his
people in front of their respective blocks and, in turn, all the
block leaders presented their figures to the chief recorder or
clerk. If the number of prisoners tallied with the records,
the roll call was over; actually the whole tiring ceremony was
nothing else but one of the numerous ways in which the
prisoners were mistreated. During 1940, 1941, and 1942 the roll
call was usually expected to last at least an hour in all
weather conditions - frost, rain, or snow - the prisoners having
to mait patiently with bare heads. If an escape was reported,
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which resulted in a “manco" at evening roll call, all those
assembled had to wait outside until the result of the search
was known. The search parties usually retwrned three or four
hours later and with disastrous consequences for all the
prisoners' health. In 1940, for example, one escape cost the
lives of a hundred inmates. It was during severe winter weather
and the prisoners were forced to stand out of doors from 3:30
in the afternoon until 11 o'clock the next morning, as a result
of which a hundred totally or half-frozen men were counted.

After the roll call we returned to our blocke where we were
alloted “rooms;" we slept three to a bed. Old-timers told us that
thebeattlﬂ.mtodowutouacourclothimuapinm; other-
wise something was bound to be stolen. So we lay down without
having had the slightest bit of food the whole day. The
wreception” had been so strenuous and exhausting that all of us
immediately fell asleep.

At 4 a.m. we were awakened by a gong and frightful confusion
ensued. About 100 people were compressed into the small hall
space and in a wild stampede each one first tried to tidy up his
bed (the block leader would not tolerate the smallest wrinkle in
the bedding) and dress himself. There was no question of wash-
ing. Ten minutes after the gong had sounded the "room eldest"
arrived and kicked everyone out into the corridor as the “rooms"
had to be cleaned. The corridor was thronged with people who
flocked together from all over the block. Most of them had
managed to get dressed. There was really scarcely room to move
in this crowd and we were pushed against walls and squashed
into corners and often kicked or hit for no apparent reason.
After having been in the camp for over 24 hours, we finally
received some cold, unsweetened coffee, after which there was
a further wait of one and one-half hours until roll call; then
all the prisoners were taken to work. The newcomers were at
first told to fill in questionnaires in which they had to
indicate an address where they desired their letters to be sent.
It was strictly forbidden not to give an address or not to write,
as “they" obviously needed an address to which the death of
a prisoner could be reported when the need arose.

Each of us was issued a piece of cloth with a triangle and
his number painted on it, which we were instructed to sew on our
tunics. Prisoners were numbered from No. 1 onwards, and in
November, 1943 the last consecutive serial number had reached
170,000, The triangles in question were of different colors,
each representing a category of criminal or prisoner. The
wiryan® triangle was red, the red corresponding to a political
prisoner, green to prof essional criminals, black to “work-
shirkers," pink to homosexuals (according to paragraph 175) and
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violet to members of the "Bibelforscher" religious sects In
addition, a large letter indicated the nationality of the
prisoner, such as "P" for the Poles, etc. For Jews the
insignia was composed of a yellow triangle on which was sewn

a second triangle whose color corresponded to the “erime," the
whole forming a Jewish star. From this marking system one
could therefore rapidly pick out, for instance, a Polish Jewish
political prisoner or a Jewish “work-slacker," etc.

Vhen we had finished sewing on our triangles and numbers,
we were herded over to the "infirmary" where we were to be
Wexanmined" by a German doctor regarding our physical aptness for
work, Apgain we had to undress and stand in a chilly coryidor
for almost three hours, shivering, as the weather was still very
cold even at the end of March, We met old acquaintances who
were working in the infirmary and their first concern was to have
news of their relatives, Upon the doctor's arrival we had to
present ourselves in groups, standing stiffly at attention. Al
that was required of us was to stretch out an arm, move the
fingers, tum around and march off, The examination consisted
of nothing more and all of us were,of coursc,considered fit for
work. Hadn't we come here for this wvery purpose and besides,
didn't "Work bring freedom?" We knew only too well what it
meant to be considered unfit for work: being taken away and
condemned to "liquidation" by gas. At last we received our first
warm nourishment in 36 hours. The camp food consisted of coffee
or cold tea (made from acorn leaves, etc.) in the morning and
soup, thick or thin as the case might be, at midday., From the
time of our arrival at the camp we had soup made from water and
turnips during fully, five months. After evening roll call we
received 300 grams of bread, although its weight was usually con-
siderahly diminished by the time it reached the prisoner. On
Mondays and Saturdays, 300 to 400 grams of cheese were dis-
tributed, It was some sort of a crude home-made, peasant cheese
which often contained more worms than cheese., Rations further
included 1/2 kilo of margarine for twelve persons, distributed
every Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday, and blood sausage or red
sausage on Wednesdays and Mondays., These rations represented
approximately 300 to 400 grems. In addition to margarine on
Tuesdays and Fridays we also received a spoonful of marmelade
per person. OSince the barrel, however, bore a label stating that
the marmelade was destined for the camp, its quality was corre-
spondingly bad. Theoretically, the above are the rations each
inmate received but, practically, a good part of them were stolen
before they were actually distributeds In the evening, tea or
coffee was distributed with the breads The soup had to be licked
up, as most of the prisoners did not possess spoons. T forgot to
mention that we had to eat our food squatting on our haunches as
a punishment by the room eldest to us newcomers for having crowded
around the soup kettle during distribution.
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After our meal we were sent to the identification service
where photographs from three different angles were taken. So
on that day the camp picture gallery was increased by €0 more

were called up, and I noticed that my
comrades came out of the photographer's room looking frightened.
Bewarel It was my turn, I was seated on a chair and photo-

get up, the floor started moving and,
losing my balance, I was thrown against the wall., It was
a practical joke played by the photographers, (all of whom are
Poles) in setting the revolving platform in motion when one got
up. It was not surprising that they sometimes had to have some
kind of amusement even at the expense of their camp comrades.
We then returned to our quarters and by that time the roll call
was again due. So ended our second day in camp; and the next
morning we were to be marched off to work with all the other
inmates.

A1l the prisoners had to work except the sick, those in
"quarantine," and those confined to their cells. The total
camp strength was divided into camp commandos or squads which
were each héaded by a "Capo," or leader, and several foremen.
At the head of large working wmits was a “Chief Capo" who was
assisted by several "Capos" and foremen, The size of one of these
squads varied from one to several hundred men. Although the Capo
was really in charge, a foreman often took over a group of ten,
twenty, or thirty workmen., The head of the labor administration
chose the "Capos," with the consent of the "Chief Capo," the
prisoners being assigned to squads by the central administration.
Work started after the morning roll call, ice. in summer from
5 8oMo to 12 m, and 1 pemo to 6 peme, in winter from 7 a.m. to
3 pems without interruption. There were workshops for craftsmen,
farmers, industrial workers, and various technical trades. Many,
particularly those in favor, worked in the camp administration,
The camp was provided with an "infirmary," a “canteen,"
a laundry, a bakery, and a slaughter house. Thus prisoners with
certain technical training could, in principle, work in their own
trades, Intellectuals, liberal professional men, shop keepers,
or office workers were the worst off and they represented fully
70 percent of the total number of prisoners, The latter were
all employed as unskilled labor in the worst and hardest jobs,
such as the coal and gravel pits. The mortality among them was
frightfully high, But it seemed to be the aim of the camp
admindstration to kill them off as rapidly as possible.
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II, MY FIRST DAYS IN CAMP - TIE "INFIIMARYY

My first job was with a demolition squad, Since the area
surrounding the camp of AUSCHWITZ had been evacuated for
a radius of almost 100 kilometers, all buildings, unless taken
over by the camp, had to be torn down, Even new buildings were
demolished, Our work consisted in tearing down such houses and
was exceedingly strenuous, particularly since we were expected to
work at top speed. A squad consisting of 50 men was supposed to
demolish a large building within three to four days; and we were
instructed to salvage all building material, The roof of a house,
for instance, had to be carefully taken dovn and all planks,
beams, tiles, etc., stacked away, lNothing was o be broken; in
fact, the slightest damage to anything resulted in an irmmediate
and severe beating with a shovel or pick handles The walls had
to be broken down literally by hand, brick by brick, the cemeni
sticking to each brick being afterwards removed and the bricks
piled neatly upe Even the foundations had to be torn out and
the ground afterwards levelled so that no trace of the house
remained, Many men died at this work, not only from exposure
and the strain, but from falling walls and beams - espccially
those who were elderly or slows From the 50 who sct out in the
morning seldom more than 40 returned on their own legs. The
remainder were either brought as corpses or in a state of cam-
plete collapse in wheelbarrows or on boards, These poor souls
still were expected to appear at evening roll call, after which
they were taken to the infimmary., From my working comrades who
went there I never saw one alive again.

My work with this squad lasted over a nmonthe I was then
transferred to the ditch-digging squads Trenches of from 2 1/2
to 3 meters deep had to be dug, and for the last 50 centimeters
we worked standing in vwater. Ve were, of course, not allowed
to leave the trench during work, and this job was considered as
one of the hardest in the camp, Many died at it daily. Some
time later I was shifted to the "concrete squad" where I had to
neave heavy posts and sacks of cement; but after the arrival of
rew prisoners I was detailed to the making of concrete brickse
This had the advantage of at least being work under a roof, which
was very important inasmuch as work went on regardless of the
weather,

In addition, the prisoners were continually mistrected and
struck by commando leaders, Capos, and foremene In general, any-
one holding a commanding position in the camp liked to give
special emphasis to his position of superiority. Haturally, the
character of the person concerned played a congiderable rolec; bub
the fundamental rule was the direct responsibility of the superior



REPAGOUCED FIOM HOLDSE3

nmwnmm

-’ -

for his inferiors, each individual being in turn responsible
to the collectivity.

These circumstances fostered the “stool pigeon" system.
For example, one day & working comrade discovered a few pieces
of turnip which he carefully hid. He continued his work but,
from time to time, took surreptitious bites off his treasure.
Another prisoner having “squealed" on him, the Capo arrived
a few minutes later. It must be remembered that the Capo is
absolute master of his commando, and that everybody tries to
get into his good graces. Unfortunately, this favor often had
to be attained to the detriment of the well-being or sometimes
even of the lives of other prisoners, The Capo proceeded to
narchourcmdaand,tindingthepioceaort\mdp,kmcked
the weakened man to the ground, hitting him brutally about the
head and face and in the stomach, He then ordered him to sit
up, hands outstretched in front of him on the ground with
a weight of bricks on each hand; the pleces of turnip were stuck
in his mouthe All the men were then assembled and informed that
the unfortunate man was to stay in this position for a whole hour.
We were warned that this punishment would befall any member of
the commando who committed a2 similar “offense." The condemned
man wnderwent this ordeal guarded by one of the foremen, very
eager to fulfill his task to the satisfaction of the Capo, so
that he hit our friend every time he tried to shift his position
slightly. After 15 to 20 minutes the man became unconscious, but
a bucket of water was poured over him and he was again forced
into his original position. After he had slumped over senseless
for a second time, his body was throvn aside and nobody was
allowed to pay further attention to him. After roll call that
evening he was taken to the “infirmary" where he died two
days later,.

Or another example: on Easter Monday, 1942 the weather was
extremely bad with a heavy snowfall. We were sitting in the mud
scraping cement off bricks, frozen half stiff, Suddenly the
Commando Chief appeared and barked the following order: WDiscard
caps, coats and jacketsi" Sick with fear for what might follow,
we obeyed and contimued working in our shirt sleeves. The Capo
sneered at us: "You dirty Poles, now you can celebratel"

A young prisoner, not more than 16 years old, had hidden in

a trench. He was terribly thin and so trembling with the cold
that he evidently did not hear the order.- Or perhaps he didn't
care whether he heard it or not. The Capo, however, had mean-
while staggered off (he was half drunk) since he didn't intend
to remain out-of-doors in this wretched weather. As a matter of
fact, he cared very little about the prisoners; the sooner they
died, the betters The snow had stopped falling, but in the cold
wind we froze in our shirt sleeves; certain death awaited us.
Nobody knew when the Capo might came back, perhaps in a moment,



IR

perhaps in a week, or in a month. While we waited, the snow
started to fall again. A few foremen came running in our
direction from a stove around which they had been sitting,

to see how we are getting on with our work. One of them
discovered the hidden youngster and shouteds "All your

clothes off, at once, you swinel” As the kid did not react,

the foreman pounced on him and started beating him: "“Undress

or I will beat the 1life out of you or, better still, I will
report you to the chief." At that moment the Capo arrived.

A sharp blow of a whistle: "Fall inl® We formed our columns
and knew that it meant “sticking together." Ve were led

into an open space where we sank ankle-deep in mud. Now the
“gport" started. "Down! Up! Quick march! etc.” We literally
rolled in the mud. "Flatten out! Jumpl fan! Hands out front!"
Wie were covered with mud from head to foot and scarcely able

to stand. The "exercise" had now been going on for about half
an hour. To finish we had to do “push up" exercises, alternately
lying down flet and supporting our bodies on our hands. YUp,
Down, Up, Downl" The Chief of the Commendo inspected the rows
and saw an old man who was unable to continue. Immediately an
S5 guard threw himself upon him and kicked him in the head and
face with heavy hob-nailed boots. When at last the poor old man
gave no further sig of life, he was left alone. We were then
allowed to stand up and continue with our work. The badly
injured man was carried over to a dry spot among piles of
bricks. He opened his eyes, tried to say something but couldn't
utter a word; and we had to leave him as in the meantime the
order was given to resume work. The result was that at the end
of the day we carried home another corpse. But we had grown used
to it. We marched and sang jolly German songs, as the Capo
wanted it to be so. The Commando Chief walked alongside the
group; he grinned: 'You do sing welll™

During my work in the “concrete squad® I caught pneumonia
(as was found out later). At the beginning I avoided the
%infirmary" and hoped I would get over it. I knew too well
what happened there and that seldom one left the place alive.
But I became so weak that I could hardly move, and finally had
to give in. I became completely indifferent. In one way I was
lucky that my friends in the "infirmary" took care of me S0 that
I was then able to enjoy "privileged" conditions. When I entered
the "Krankenbau" it was composed of three different buildings:
Block 28 - internal illnesses -, Block 20 - infectious illnesses -,
Block 21 - surgery. Later on three new "plocks" (Blocks 19, 9,
and 10) were attached to the "infirmary." They composed the
so-called "Hygiene Institute." Here, sterilizing by X-ray
treatment, artificial insemination of women, as well as
experiments on bleod transfusions were carried on. Male and
female prisoners, especially Jews, served as “guinea pigs" for
these experiments. This Whlock" was completely isolated from the
rest of the camp so that news from it reached us only very seldom.
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It was not easy to be admitted to the "infirmary,"
as the "minimm" symptom was a fever of from 38.6 to 39
degrees (C). Light cases of fever were not admitted. All
spplications for transfer to the “infirmary” had to be sub-
mitted to the chief of one's own "block," who had the right
to reject any such request. Then the sick person had to
wait for hours in the courtyard of the "infirmary" before
being called in for preliminary examination. If the doctor
(a prisoner) considered him worth treating, he had to un-
dress and usually take a cold bath before being presented to
the German doctor, after further long hours of waiting. The
sick were classified into two groups, “aryans" and Jews.
These groups were again subdivided into further groups, of
which the first included the sick who were to remain in
hospital, being consicered "curable.," The second consisted
of extremely run down patients, chronic cases, and the half-
starving or mutilated whose recovery could only be effected by
a long stay in the hospital. This group was practically
condemned to death by phenol injections in the heart region.
kacial considerations played an important role. An “Aryan"
really had to be seriously ill to be'condemned to death by in-
jection, whereas 80 to 90 percent of the Jews "hospitalized"
there were "eliminated" in this manner. Many of tnem knew
about this method end applied for admission as so-called
“guicide candidates," not having the courage to throw them-
gelves on to the high tension wires.

This situation lasted during the whole of 1942 until the
time the mass extermination of interned Jews at AUSCHWITZ began.
Danger of death by injection did not only threaten the newly-
arrived hospital cases or casualties. From time to time
(usually once a month) the German doctor used to effect
a minute control of all the sick. In each ward an attendant
(usuvally a doctor) had to “present” each patient and give full
account of his illness. If the patient's stay happened to have
exceeded a month, or if he were very weak, he was listed.

The German doctor always kept the sick records of the condemncd
so as to avoid any attempt at interference on the part of the
prisoners themselves. kach such special check-up by the German
doctor usually resulted in a list of 200 to 400 men condemned

to death, while the "normal" death list of the daily routine
inspection varied from 20 to 80. The injections were given on
the same day. The new patients who were booked for the “"syringe"
(as it was called in the camp jargon) received no clothes and had
to remain waiting in the corridor - naked. They were then led
from Block 28 to Block 20 where the “operation" took place in

a special room. An S5 man by the name of KLER, a shoemaker by
profession, gave the injections. He had taken up this post in
the hospital as a simple SS private, but was later promoted to
§5 "group leader," although practically a moron. He also



mmmnmwumm

-l =

received supplementary food rations and was awarded the Iron
Cross. There were days when this psychopath picked out

victims from the wards on his own initiative, without in-
structions from the German doctor, on whom to practice his
Wgechnique.” He was a complete sadist, torturing his victims
vith animal-like brutality before putting them to death.
Iamitmdeoidsdthmthiamhadbmatrnmdby
wovervork® so an “assistant" was recruited, a Polish volunteer,
by the name of PANSZCZYK, No. 607 from Cracow, who was trans—
ferredtoﬂomuwduringtlnwintcofl%ﬂmnhopnmbly
died, A The injections were then sporadically administered by
"Sanitatsdienstgehilfen," or given by the chief of the "infirmary."
For a certain time, another Pole named JERZY SZYMKOWIAK,

No. 15490, "functioned" voluntarily; he died in the summer of
1943.

The injections were not only administered to the weak and
i11, tut also to prisoners in the political section who were
condemned to death, Apart from this, on one occasion, two
groups (the first composed of 40, the second of 80 prisoners)
of young and strong youths between the ages of 13 and 16 years
were put to death, on the ground that they were “orphans" and
could not be considered in the camp as full-fledged workers.

In the autumn of 1942 came the massacre of the LUELIN
transports which caused great unrest in the camp. One of the
sanitary service attendants refused to administer injections,
stating that he was an SS man and not a murderer of children.
Another attendant had to be summoned to carry out the job.

This affair caused a lot of talk and stir as at least 15,000

to 20,000 people lost their lives and even EERLIN asked for an
explanation of the high mortality rate in the hospital., The head-
doctor, WIRTZ, disclaimed all knowledge of such events and laid
the blame on the camp doctor whose name was ENTREST, a German
from the POSEN district. A mock inquiry was held at which
witnesses from the hospital administration had to testify and the
lists of the "deceased" were checked. As “punishment" the camp
doctor was simply transferred in the same capacity to the WHINA."
As a result of all this, murdering by means of injections stopped
for a while, although it was resumed on a smaller scale soon
afterwards for hopelessly sick cases. Many of those condemned to
the “syringe" were used as experimental material in the “Hygiene
Institute® (Block 10). The injections doubtlessly frightened the
prisoners from asking to be admitted to the hospital,

Another major danger in the camp was “delousing," as it was
euphemistically called. The whole camp obviously was covered with
lice and fleas and large disinfection programs were carried out.
However, the results were never apparent and our “washing" always
came back almost as full of lice. Actually, the “delousing" was
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designed to combat typhus epidemics which had become a real
plague at the camp, During these actions everybody was

examined and those with bad complexions or in weakened bodily
condition were, according to the camp doctor's mood, deatined to
be gassed. They were simply led to the "infirmary" from where
40 to 50 percent were “evacuated." A "delousing" action which took
a particularly large toll in victims was conducted in July, 1942,
During the course of this "purge" the weak, those ill with typhus
or in post-typhus quarantine, were all sent to BRAINSKI without
exception. This method was considered the most radical for
eliminating typhus. The way in which those condemned to the gas
chambers were transferred to their doom was exceptionally brutal
and inhuman. Serious cases from the surgical ward who still had
their bandages on, and a procession of exhausted and horribly
emaciated patients, even convalescents on the road %o recovary,
were loaded on to trucks, They were all naked and the spectacle
was dreadful in the extreme. The trucks pulled up at the
entrance of the block and the unfortunate victims were simply
thrown or piled on by the attendants (I frequently witnessed such
tragic transports). A hundred people were often jammed into

a small truck. They all knew exactly what their fate was to

be. The large majority remained completely apathetic while
others, mostly patients from the surgery with bloody and gaping
wounds or frightful sores, struggled frantically. All around the
trucks 53 men milled about like madmen, beating back the howling
crowd trying to lean out, Every time it was a terrible experience
to have to drag our friends to the truck, Most of them were
quiet and bid us farewell, but never forgot to remind us: "Do
not forget revenge." Under such conditions men's hearts turn to
stone. Imagine a prisoner's killing his brother in one of the
wards so as to awoid his having to undergo the dreadful trip by
truck. (I happen to know the names and immatriculation numbers
of these two particular prisoners). It can well be imagined that
we just shrugged our shoulders when told the German fairy tales
rogarding the KATYN incident.

III. THE JEVS

Originally, the camp of AUSCHVITZ was intended only for Poles.
It was guarded by a group of Germans (no more than 30 at the be-
ginning) who had been transferred from a Jeman concentration
camp, They were prisoners as well but "camp veterans," if such an
expression may be used. Most of them had been imprisoned as far
back as 1934 and were all more or less professional criminals.
But as time went on AUSCHWITZ became more and more of an inter-
national camp and the first Jews started to arrive in 1941, They
wore immediately separated from the “Aryans" and quartered in
special "blocks." Although at the time systematic executions were
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not an established rule, it can be stated that as a result of
bad treatment by SS men, Capos and foremen (the majority of
German origin but often Poles who were enlisted by force),

a Jew - irrespective of his physical condition - could not last
more than two weeks. A young Jew, for instance, who vas robust
enough to be able to do his work "on the double" (for example
pushing a heavily laden wheelbarrow) would most probably be
unable to keep it up in the long run, If he should show signs
of holding out, he would inevitably be killed sooner or later
by such mistreatment as being beaten with a shovel or pick
handle.

In those days all the Jews had to work in the "quarry
squad," At a trot they had to bring gravel on wheelbarrows
from a pit about 15 to 20 meters deep up a steep slope. At
the top, SS men and Capos checked their work and the speed at
which it was carried out, and anyone considered as "loafing"
was simply pushed over baclkwards when he arrived at the top so
that he crashed back down the incline with his fully laden
barrow, This was one of the guards' favourite pastimes. Such
treatment of Jewish prisoners prevailed from the time the first
Jews arrived at the camp until the spring of 1942, when the
{irst large transports of Jews (tens of thousandai began to
arrive and the extermination campaign was getting underway. At
first there were few Jews at the camp, most of them of Polish
origin, who had been sent there along with other Poles. They
were immediately separated from the latters They had been
arrested not as a consequence of their being Jewish, but for
offenses directed against "the security of the German State."
Only from the spring of 1942 on were they rounded up and
exterminated "en masse" on racial grounds. Certain large scale
preparations had to be nade to receive these mass transports and
a special concentration camp was opened at BIRKENAU (the Polish
name of the village is RAJSKO). Administered by Germans and
Poles, the camp was guarded by SS detachments, Conditions were
ap) inge The camp had no water, no drainage system, and not
even the most elementary hygienic installations. The Jews
remained in civilian clothes which were marked with red paint.
Food was supposed to be distributed to them on a basis similar

The first large convoys arrived from France and Slovakia.
Physically able men and women - those without children or the
mothers of grownup children - were sent to the camp of
BIHKENAU. The remainder, i.e, old or weak men, women with
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amall children, and all those unfit for labour, were taken to
the Birch Wood (BRZEZINKI) and killed by means of hydrocyanic
gas. For this purpose special gassing barracks had been tuilt
there, These consisted of large halls, airtight, and provided
with ventilators which could be opened or closed according to
the need. Inside they werc equipped so as to create the
impression of bathing establishmonts. This was done to deceive
the victims and make them more manageable. The executions took
place as follows: each death convoy consisted of some 8 to 10
trucks packed with the "selectees;" the convoy was unguarded as
the whole frightful drama took place on camp territory.

A private car containing the camp doctor followed each truck
convoy since it was compulsory for him to be present at these
mass exocutions. On their arrival at the gassing establishment,
which was surrounded by & double barbed wire fence, men, women,
and children had to completely undress. Each of them was given
a towel and a piecce of soap. Then they were driven into the
barrack until it was completely filled up, Everything was
hermetically closed, and specially trained 55 units threw
hydrocyanic bombs through the ventilation openings., After about
ten ninutes the doors were opened, and a special squad composed
exclusively of Jews had to clear away the bodies and prepare
for a new group of "selectees.," The crematoria had not yet
been constructed, although there was a small one at AUSCHVITZ
which, however, was not employed for urning these bodies. Mass
graves were dug at that time into which the corpses were simply
thrown, This continued into the autumn of 1942, By this time
extermination by gas was being intensified and there was no more
time even for such summary burial, Row upon row of bodies of
nurdered Jews, covered only by a thin layer oi earth, were
widely dispersed in the surrounding fields, causing the soil to
become almost marshy through the putrefaction of the bodies.
The smell emanating from these fields became intolerable. In
the autumn of 1942 all that remained of the bodies had to be
exhumed and the tones collected and burned in the crematoria
(by that time four had been completed). An alternative was to
gather the remains of the unfortunate victims into heaps,

pour gasoline over them, and leave it to the flames to finish
the tragedy., The immense gquantity of human ashes thus collected
was carted away in every direction to be scattered over the
fields where these martyrs had found their last rest.

In the meantime, the crematoria had been finished and the
meaber of arrivals was steadily increasing. Gassing and burning
were carried out al record speed but the supply of corpses became
so large that occasionally they had to resort to the old method
of open air cremation. It is estimated that approximately
1 1/2 nillion Jews were exterminated in this manner. With the
exception of the Polish Jews, the other Jews had no idea what
was in store for them at AUSCHNVITZ. We were told by Dutch and
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French Jews that the Germmans had informed them that they were
leaving their country to be transferred to Poland where everyone
would be able to continue work in his own profession or, still
better, where for each shop, concern, or factory seized by the
Germans an equivalent source of livelihood would be put at

their disposal. They werc to take their whole fortunes with
them and liquid cash for at least six weeks. This resulted in
consideratle amounts of money and valuables being brought to .
AUSCHWITZ (most of them by Dutch bankers and diamond merchants),
most of which was stolen by the camp staff, SS men, and ;
prisoners. The condemned Jews generally faced their fate
calmly, although those arriving in 1943 had a clearer idea of
what awaited them. The sporadic attempts at rebellion and mass
escape, when the freight cars were unloaded upon arrival, were
bloodily repelled. The special railway siding reserved for

the convoys was surrounded by searchlight and machine posts.
On one occasion these unfortunate people scored a ' success.
Tt must have been during September or October, 1943 after

a transport of women had arrived. The accompanying SS men had
ordered them to undress and were about to drive them into the
gas chamber. This moment was always used by the guards as

a good opportunity for looting, and rings and wrist watches were
torn off women's fingers and arms. In the confusion resulting
from one such attack, one woman managed to snatch the pistol of
SS Groupleader SCHILLINGER and fire three shots at him, He was
seriously wounded and died the next day. This gave the signal
for the others to attack the executioners and their hench=

men., One S5 man had his nose torn off, another was scalped, but
unfortunately none of the women was able to escape. Although
an attempt was made to keep this incident secret, it resulted in
an order's being issued whereby SS men vere not allowed to remain
in camp after 8 p.m.

The extermination of Jews continued relentlessly, although
in the camp tension relaxed to a certain extent. The fate of
those Jews admitted to the camp has been described in the
sections of my report dealing with the gassing and killing of the
i1l by means of injections. 4

V. EXECUTIONS

Until the summer of 1941 AUSCHWITZ was mainly a concentration
camp in which no executions had taken place so far. The first
executions came as a surprise for the majority of the camp's
immates., They began in the summer of 1941 when one evening after
roll call, various numbers were called up (I well remember there
were 18 men from Cracow alone). The men whose numbers had been
called were ordered to the stock room, where they had to give up
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their clothes and were given old rags (a shirt and pants) in ex-
change. Then they were taken to the gravel pit and shot with
pistols at point blank range. The other prisoners were not
allowed to be present at the shooting, but the execution was so
arranged that practically the whole camp could witness the
procecdings. After the execution a special commando was
designated to bury the bodies, This incident caused a great
deal of unrest within the camp, as we had assumed until then that
deportation to a concentration camp excluded the death pemalty
for offences against the security of the German State. From
this day on executions were carried out at more less regular
intervals, the victims being called up on Tuesdays and Fridays.
later a special place of execution was set up within the camp's
boundary, an open space between "Hlocks 10 and 11" where
executions took place generally in the morninge.

The index cards of the condemned men were sent from the
chief clerk's office to the respective "blocks" and in the
morning, immediately after roll call, the mmbers of the
prisoners were called up by the "“block recorder," If the
index card bore the inscription “to report immediately after
roll call" and the signature of the "recording clerk," it
meant that the prisoner called up was to be shot. The "block
recorder" assembled the victims and brought them over to the
chief clerk's office, There the mumbers, names, and dates of
birth were checked again. Ordered into rows of five by the
camp cldest and the block eldest (also prisoners), they were then
marched to the place of execution. If the shooting was only to
take place a few hours later, the men were locked up in cells,

If the execution, however, was to be carried out at once they
were taken first to the washhouse, They undressed and their
numbers were marked on their thighs with indelible pencil. After
these preparations, they were again lined up in fives and then
sent out to the execution wall (first four men and then two at

a time). The men were led out by the block eldest of "Block 11"
or then by the Capo of the cell block (a Jew), who took hold of
the hands of the condemned and dragged them out to the wall
where he stood between the two, In the beginning the condemned
were forced to lneel and bend their heads forward, but later they
were usually shot standing. The executioners shot their victims
in the back of the head with a short-barrelled rifle vhich made

a muffled reports

After the execution the “body bearers" went into action and
removed the corpses to a nearby stable where they were thrown on
a heap of straw. The blood stains were removed and the emplace-
ment prepared for the execution of two further victims, After
the whole group had been liquidated, the bodies were kept in
"Block 28" until the eveninge At dusk all the bodies, including
those of other prisoners deceased during the same day, were
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piled on to a big cart and pulled to the crematoria. Later,
the corpses were also removed from the place of execution in
coffins and, if a considerable number were inwolved, a truck
was used for this purpose. These "death transports" always
took place during hours of curfew, as the camp authorities
wished to keep the executions as secret as possible, in which
they were, however, not particularly successful.

As mentioned before, such executions started during the
summer of 1941 and reached a peak in 1942 with the transfer of
"disciplinary companies” from AUSCHWITZ to HRAJSKO ( BI RKENAL )
towards the end of May, 1942. Together with a large group of
"yuselminner” ("Mugelmann" was a term applied in camp jargon
to convicts utterly exhausted by starvation or over work)
many young and sturdy men were selected and drafted into these
w¢isciplinary companies.” They were all marked with a large
red dot, as in these special groups the inmates were differentiated
by red dots on their chests and backs for offences committed in
civil life and by black circles for “crimes” committed in the
camp itself. Such "companies® were made up of about 500 men of
whom, every second day, 10 to 15 were shot. The rest of them
had to work extremely hard and await their tum. At the same
time mass executions started in AUSCHWITZ (middle of May, 1942).
Once, twice, or three times a week, 40 to 60 men were simply
picked out and shot. FHestlessness increased in the camp, when
by the middle of June the situation had not changed, to a point
approaching open rebellion, especially after one mass execution
which cost the lives of 120 prisoners. The camp administration
apparently got wind of this and, during a roll call sometime in
June, it was announced that executions would cease and the
death penalty would be abolished. It was true that the prisoners
reacted with deep distrust, but on the whole the news had
a quieting effect on everybody. And, in fact, there was a pause
of 1 to 1 1/2 months after which executions began again, although
less often and only in small groups. This state of affairs
continued until October, 1942 when one of the largest mass
executions ever held took 247 victims, all Poles from the LUBLIN
and PODHALA districts. . Terror broke out in the camp as a result,
although again many reacted with complete apathy. This ended
a ghastly series of executions of prisoners who, upon arrival in
the camp, were already condemned to death. But some of them had
been in camp over a year without knowing that their fate was
already sealed. It often happened, for instance, that a prisoner
selected for execution would be lying i1l in the hospital but,
as the sentence had to be carried out, he received a deadly
injection in his bed. The famous Polish actor Witold ZACHAHEWICZ
was murdered in this way.
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All this, of course, did not mean that October, 1942 saw the
end of the execution of prisoners brought to AUSCHWITZ with death
warrants already signed. Only the method underwent certain
changes. In the early days, for instance, the Aryan prisoners had
always been given numbers and then incorporated into the camp.
Later a new method was evolved consisting in immediately dividing
the newcomers into two groups: those condemned to death and
those who were to remain as regular immates, The first group
was not alloted serial numbers but directly transferred from
the "block leader's" central office to the cells in "Block 1l."
The executions took place there and the arrivals were either shot
at once or a few days later. This procedure was adopted in an
attempt to keep the whole matter secret, and executions were only
carried out late at night. In addition, Yhe camp inmates were
led to believe that only "eivilians" were submitted to this
radical treatment (it must be stated that only a permanent camp
imate was considered a "prisoner," whereas newcomers, without
numbers and who had not yet joined the ranks, were still
designated as “civilians"), So as long as only "civilians" were
executed the regular inmates were not particularly upset.

Executions of "prisoners," however, did not cease altogether.
The camp administration was extremely severe regarding discipline
and respect of camp rules, For the slightest omission one was
marched off to the execution cells and, of course, never returned.
Things became even worse when the political section (meaning the
camp Gestapo) decided to take charge of the punishment of petty
internal offences. The frequent result was that they decided
questions of life and death according to their own judgment.
Bribery became the order of the day. Among the "offences" for
being locked up in the execution cells were: being "politically
suspect" on the grounds of having contacted "civilians" in the
camp, spreading political news or commenting on the German High
Command's communiques, drunkemness, theft (focdstuffs, gold,
precious stones), premeditated escape, etc. The deatl"t cells
were always overcrowded and every now and then they had to be
vevacuated," This took place as follows: the camp leader, chief
of the political section, GRABNER by name, dashed in, accompanied
by a number of SS men as drunk as himself. They went fram cell
to cell, taking down the particulars of each occupant's case,
the reason for his punishment, etc. If the camp leader had a list
of those condemned to death in hand, the prisoners could consider
themselves lucky, inasmuch as it might not yet be their turn.
But usually no notice was taken of such a list. What decided the
individual prisoner's fate was mainly the impression he made on
this pang of drunkards and the mood in which the camp leader
happened to be, There was no question of considering the actual
penalty. If the impression he made was not too unfavourable, the
prisoner remained in his cell to await his execution at a later
date unless he went to his death voluntarily. The vhole
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ingpection was accompanied by a great deal of vile language and
brutal trestment. Usually B5 to 90 percent of the death cell
cccupants were "evacuated" and shot in front of the wall so that
space was again available for new arrivels. The camp in general
was, of course, never informed of this sccret justice nor who
were its victims. It is true that the relatives of the victims
were duly inforned, but the cause of death was always given as
being "natural.” in incredible amount of paper was wasted

fake records of illnesses, fever charts, ete., destined
to justify each single death. Death announcements were
telegraphed never more than at the rate of two & day so as nol
to arouse suspicion on the “outsice.® From the beginning
the executions were carried out by & single man: first, by
wOberscharfhrer® PALITSCH, who was later sent to an officers'
training center, and then by "Scharflhrer" STIMLTZ, who still
performs these duties. Executions of women were reported from
AUSCHWITZ, but in smell numbers. On the other hand, great
nunmbers of people were shot after having been brought in by
truck straight from freedom or from prisons. In two instances
whole families were executed, parents together with their
children. In one case, an infant & few months old ended his
short 1ife in the arms of his mother before the execution wall.
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ESTARLISHING A WAR EEFUEE BOARD -

WEAS 14 18 the policy of this Government to taks
all sessures within its power to rescus the victiss of enemy
oppression who are in fssinent danger of death and stherwise
to afford sush victiss all possibls relisf and assistence
consistent with the successful prosscution of the war)

NOW, TUERRFORE, by virtus of the sutherity wested in
=a by the Comstitution and the statutes of ihe United States,
e Presidect of the Uaited States wid s Oommander in Chlef
umwum,uumuwédnu
possible speed the rescus snd relief of such victims of
mm,humwuﬂ-m-m

1. Thare is established in the Emeutive Office of
the President & War Refuges Board (bersinafter referred to
5 the Board), The Board shall consist of the Secretary of “:'
State, the Secretary of the Treasery and the Secretary of ’,;a’
War. mmwmmmqymw
dopartasnts to participate 1n its deliratizss whaever
matters spscially affecting such agencies er departsests
are under considaration,

2. The Board shall be charged with the respmsibility
for seaing that the policy of the ODovermmant, as stated in
the Preasbls, is carried out. The fmctices of the Board

0L VAN W STLTY T
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sball inolude without limitation the developesct of plans and
Jrograms snd the insugeration of effective measures for
() the rescus, treneportation, maintensnce snd relief of
the victise of enesy opyression, sod (b) the sstabliskmeat
of bavens of teporery refuge for such victize, To this
end the Board, through spyropriate chacmels, shall take the
necessary stepe to enlist the cocperstion of foreign
govermments snd cbtain their participation in the exscution
of suoh plans sod progreme.

5, It shall be the Quty of the Stats, Treasury and
Var Departments, within their respective spberes, to smeoute
at the request of the Board, the plans and progress o
developed and the measures 80 insugouted. It sball be the
duty of the besds of sll agenoies snd dspertments to sGply
or cbtain for the Board such informaticn sod to extend to the
Board such suppliss, shipping snd otber specified sseistance
and facilitiss as the Bowrd mmy require in carrying out the
provisicos of this Order. The Ftate Department shall sppoint
mmmnouﬂ.—mm,-mm—nun
of the Bowrd, to be staticoed adrosd in places where it is
mwm-umu-w.m
mdmﬂ“dﬂ““h“w
the Bosrd in ocmsultation with the Btate Department,

§, The Nosrd and the Otate, Treasury and War
Depar ta are auth d to socept the services or
oontribaticns of sny private perecns, privats organisations,

WOLLY ANTE R U4 ST R Tewemas
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State agencles, or agencies of foreign governments in
oarrying cut the purposes of this Order. The Board shall
cooparate with all sxisting sand future internsticeal
erganisations concarned with the problems of refuges rescus,
salntenance, transportation, relief, rehsbilitatien, and
Tesettlemant.

5. To the extent possibls the Doard shall utilise
the perscnrsl, suppliss, faellities snd services of the
State, Treasury and War Departssnts. In additien the Board,
within the limits of funds which may be made avallabls, may
exploy necessary perscnnsl witheut regerd for the Civil
Service lews and regulations end the Classificstisn Act of
1923, as meoded, and maks provisiccs for suppliss,
facilitiss and services necessary to discharge its
responsibilitiss. The Board shall sppolnt an Exscutive
frector who shall serve as its prineipal axscutive officer.
It ahall be the duty of the Exsoutiwe Director %o arrenge
for the prospt exscution of the plane and programs devaloped
and the messures inssgursted by the Board, to supervise the
activitiss of the special sttaches md to sulmit frequent
reports to the Board on the stepe taken for the rescus snd
relief of war refugess.

6, The Board shall be directly responaible to the
President in carrying cut the policy of this Govermsent,

o A B 4 LT Y0
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HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE

January 22, 1944

CAUTION: ‘The following MUST BE EELD IN CUFIDENCE until
released, )

NOTE: Release is for ALL REGULAR EDITIONS of MORMING NENT-
PAPERS of Sunday, January hr_enw-third, 1944,

Release by radio cormentators, newscasters, etc., NOT
EARLIER THAN 9:00 P.M., EoWieT., Saturdey, January 22, 1944.

- STEPHEM EARLY
Se‘t.nry to the President

-—-—---—------—-——--—-—-------—-—
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The President today, by Executive Order, set up

REPROOUCED FROM HOLDONGS AT THE

a War Refugee Board consisting of the Secretary of State,

the Secretary of the Treas and t?egfcret;.ary of War, to

teke action for the immedIate rescuerf as many as possible

ilﬂibsuuumio

of the persecuted mincrities of Europe

3’70

SOE———oad oibes civilian victifs of enemy:mgh‘lﬂ. 3

%



War Refugee Board consis y of State, the

Secretary of the Treasury an ry of War, to take
as
e Jewa,m and the other civilian vIctime
M

The Executive Order declares that "it is the policy
of thie Government to take all measures within ite power to
rescue the victime of enemy oppreseion who are in imminent
danger of death and otherwlse %o afford such victime all
poseible relief and assletance consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war".

The Board 1e charged with direct responsibility to
the President in seeing that the announced policy ie carried
out. The President indicated that while he would look directly
to the Board for the successful execution of this policy, the
Board, of course, would cooperate fully with thq Intergovern-
mental Committee, the United Natlons Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration, and other interested international organiza-
tions.

The President gtated that he er_m

xpeote%i;gfzgaoperation of all members of the United
Natione and other foreign governments in carrying out thie
difficult but important task. He stated that the exieting
facilities of the State, Treasury and War Departments would be
employed tww ald waw Axis victime to the fullest extent

possible. He etressed that 1t was urgent that action be taken

NOILYAMISIHS HO4 OIU1LIY TYNIDRIO
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at once to forestall the plan of the Nazie to exterminate all
the Jewe and other persecuted minorities in Europe.

It will be the duty of & full-time Executive
Director of the Board to arrange for the prompt execution of
the plans and programs developed and the measures inaugurated

by the Board.

NOLLYAHISIH HO4 0IUILIY TYNIDMO
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HOLD FOR RELEASE ICLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR HELEASE

Jarunry 22, 1504

CAUTION: The following LUST HE MBLD I COMFIDENCE until
released.

MOTE: Helease 45 for ALL MUGULAR EDITIONS of MORMING
FENSPAPERS of Sunday, January twenty-third, 194k,

felease by radio commentators, newscasters, etc.,
BOT EARLIER THAN 9:00 P.U., EJK.T., Saturday, January 22, 15LL.

STEFUEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

The Presidot tedsy, by BEiecut ive Order, set up a
War Refugee Poard cucistlag o Lhe Secretory of State, the
Secrotary of the Troamry sid the Secretar; of Var, to take
action for the imnodiate rescue from the Hazis of as many as
possible of the perzecuted ninorities of Surope -- racial,
religious or politieal -~ il eivilisn victins of encmy
savagery.

The Exocutive Order declares that "it is the policy
of this Governnent to take all seasures within its power to
rescue the victims of cremy oppression who are in imsinent
danger of death and othorwise to afford such victims all
possible relief and assistance consistent with the success-
ful prosecution of the war",

The Board is charged with direct responsibility to
the Fresident in seoing that the ammounced policy is carried
out. The President indicated thot while he would look directly
to the Board for the succesaful execution of this policy, the
Board, of course, would cooperate fully with the Intergovern-
mental Committec, the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Administration, and other intereated intematiomal or-
ganizations. *

The President stated that he expected to obtain the
cooperation of all nmbers of tho United Nations and other
foreipn povermments in carrying out this difficult but important
task. fie stated that the existing facilities of tha State,
Treasury and Var Departaents would be enployed to aid Axis
victing to the fullest sxtant poasible. Ho stressed that it
was urgat that action be talon at once to forestall the plan
of the lazis o extermincte all the Jows and other persecuted
minorities in Barupe.

It will be tie duty of a full-tine Executive Director
of the Board to armange for the prospt executlon of the plana
amd prograns developed and the pofsures inaugurated by the
Board.

The Exccutive Order follows:
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EIOITTVE ORDER
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LSTANLISHING A TAR REFUGEZ BOATD &

SEACAS it is the palicy of this Government to take all measures
within its power to rescue the victize of ememy oppression who are in
trminent danger of death and ctherwisa to afford such victims all
possible rellel and assistance conoiotent with the seocessful prosedu«
tion of tho warj

NOt, THEFEFRE, by virtue of the mithority vested in m by the

Comstitution and the statutes of the United States, as President of
the United § and as G der in Chief of the Angy and Mavy, and

- in order to effectuate with all possible speed the rescue and reliefl
of such victiss of eneuy oppression, it is horeby ordered as follows:

1. There is established in the Execative Office of the Fresident
s War Refuges Roard (horeinafter reforred to as the foard), The
Ticard shall consist of the Secretary of State, te Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of War. The Board sy requost the heads
of other agencies or dupartsents to participate in its deliderations
whenever ratters specislly affecting such agencies or dopariments are
under conaidoration.

2., The Voard shall be charged with the responaibility for secing
that the policy of the Novernment, as stated in the Preamble, i3 car-
ried out. T functions of the Roard shall include without limita-
tice the dovelopeent of plans and prograss and the inmguration of
affective measures for (a) the rescus, tramsportation, maintenanca and
rolief of the victins of ememy oppressicn, and (o) the establishment
of havens of temporary refuge for such victlss. To this end the
hoard, through appropriate channels, shall take the mecassary steps to
erlist the cooperation of foreign governments and obtain their parti-
cipation in the exocutica of such plans and programs.

3. Tt shall be the duty of the State, Treasury and War Deopar t-
gonts, within tholr respective sphares, Lo oxecuts at the request of -
the Roard, the plans and prograus so developed and the measures so
imaugurated. It shall be the duty of the heals of all agencics and
depar trents to supply or obtain far the Hoard such informtion and to
oxtend to the Moard such sapplies, ship;leg and other specified
assistanco and facilitics as the Rourd sy requlre in carrying out the
provisions of this Order. The State Department shall appoint special
attachos with diplomatic status, on the rocommendation of the Board,
to be statiomed abrood in places where it is 1likely that assistance
can be rerdered to war refugees, the dutles and rosponaibilities of
sich attaches to be defined by the Moard in consultation with the

. State Dopartmwnt.

4. The Roard and the State, Treasury am! ar Departments are
sutherized to accept the services or contributions of any private poer=
sons, private organizations, Stato agencios, or agenciss of foreign
governments in carrying out thu purpcses of this Ordor. The Beard
shall cooporate with all existing and future international organiza-
tiona concerned with the probloms of refuges rvacue, mintenance,
tramsportation, relfef, rohabilitation, and resettlemsnt.

5. To the exwnt possible the Reard shall wtilise the perscancl,
supplies, “facilities ard servicus of the State, Treasury and War De-
partaents. In addition the Board, within Uw lixits of furds which
may be mde available, may employ noccosary personnul without ragard
for the Civil Service laws and regulations and the Classification Act
of 1523, as nsunded, and sake provisions for supplics, facilities and
services necessary to discharge its rspemsibilitics. e Board shall
appoint an Exceutive Directar vho shall serve as its principal oxecu-
tive of ficer. It shall bu the duty of the Exccutive Director to ar- *
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range for the prospt exvcution of the plams and prograss developed
and the seasures insugurated by the Roard, to supervise the activi-
the spucial attachos and to sutmit frequent roports to the
the steps takon for tho roscue and relicf of war refugess.

6. The Neard shall be dirvetly rvaponsible to the Presidont in
Tying out the palicy of this Government, &s stated in the Preamblo,
the Roard shall report to his at froguent intervals concurning the

comundations as the Board way deum appropriate for furthor

re
on Lo overcoms any dif ficulties wncountered in the rescue and re-
1lief of war refugecs.

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
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E WHITE HOUSE 517
WASHINGTON

/5/7‘ 7 7 January 25, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR

THE BSBECRETARY OF STATE

I have had a number of
nameg submitted to me for Executilve

Director of the War Refugee Board
and of the nameg cubmitted, I %
think Tom Finletter and Aubrey

Willipms ehould\be given apecial
conelderation. ~
5394 X
Y. D, Ra

(1/25/44 - Dictated by Grace Tully over the
telephone - KG)

»5¥77-A



WHITE HOUSE

SHINGTON
February 1, 1744

IR RIS Dl vl l UI'\ 4 lm LI lul’..u 'S .

x Al
I towC Llie Secretuly of the
ireaswry that you were seeing br. Frons
Grahua "off the record" at 2315 touuy.
meeayeif for any reason br. Grahai
ot feel he canu accepl the Chairmun-
sfiip ol the war Refugece board, the ﬁ
secretary wolUld ilxe Lo have & chalce
; Vi you beiore anything 1is

Ul L

x§H77-A
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ADDED STARTERS: The Secretary of the Treasury
——— (Orace eays the President wante gee

ao ). today re Chairmanship of War Refugee
SBoard)

~—
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February 5, 19,

FILE dEdU:
22

The Presicent directed e
todey to telil the Lecretury of the
. ireussury this snnouncesent should coue
froa Treasury ruther than W.H., =-- o
hcb:ug;cstcu slso that 1t be shortened
& bit.

NOLLYANISTHd MO4 OILLIY VIO
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THE WH(TE Hkiz '
Washington W A

/

S IMMEDIATE RELEASE

!
/ |
e Yhe War Refugee Board - |
A has/designated John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the 1

‘ xw. &, | .
War Refugee Board. ¢ L TN

3
2

<

- noiLVAuSSaua i oy

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and
Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury
has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive
Director of the War Refugee Board.

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negqtiatiﬁgnwith representa-
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known
to the private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue
of refugees.

Pehlf is a career man in the Government, having entered

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department
upon his greduation from the Yale Law School in 1934. He was

x PP 1=F
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named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury end Director
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He wes selected by the
Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part
in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of Economic and
Financial Control held in Washington in June, 1942.

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944,
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to cerry out
the policy of this government to take all measures within
its power to rescue the victims of enemy oppression who are in
imminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such
victims all possible relief and assistence consistent with the
successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Board are
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the

Secretary of War.

NOILYAY3ISIHG ¥O4 QIUILIY TYNIDINO
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DO{FDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY L, 1944

The War Refugee Board recently appointed by the Presi- -
dent has designated John V. Pehle as Acting Executive Director
of the War Refugee Board,

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury,
and Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the
Treasury has given Pehle leave of absunce to serve as Acting
Executive Director of the Var Kefugee Board. :

Pehle'!s work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negotiating with representa—
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in thie work of the liar Refugee Board. His
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch with rie—
the problems now before the Board, and he is well known to the
private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue of
refugees.

NOLLYAUIS34d HO4 OIULIY TYNIONO

Pehle is a career man in the Government, having entered

the Office of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department
upon his graduation from the Yale Law School in 1934s He was
named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director
of Poreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the Secretary
of State as an Advisor and plaved a prominent part in the Inter-

- 3 American Conference on Systens of Economic and Financial Control
held in Washington in June, 1942,

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22,1944,
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out
the policy of this government to take all measures within its
power to rescue the victinms of enemy oppression who are in imminent
danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such victims all
possible relief and assistance consistent with the successful
prosecution of the war, Memburs of the Board are the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Secretary of War.
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY

February 15, 1944.

Memorandum to Mr. Stephen Early

The White House

The President might be interested
in reading the attached excerpts from
an editorial on the War Refugee Doard A

e et

which appeared in the Manchester Guardian.

-

Herbert E. Gaston
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

AP 4
%

Attachment. “ fo.o (\}) :
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1G-1 PLLIN
London . ——
Dated February 12, 1944 !
. REﬁ'd 9:18 p.m. i

- P Vo .
{ QT1my Sl
P CXTNNET OF |

Secretary of Staote, Divizion o ! 3
Wiashington. 02D 181248 [ g

' COhiva s - a :. 3

1222, Twelfth, | | D T g

-— o -3

FOR SECRET..RY OF THE TRE..SURY .ND THE L.R REFUGEE —~—
BOLRD FROM CiSLD.Y.
Since Februery 1 the M/NCHESTER GULRDILN has
devoted threc editorials to the Vier Refugee Board and
its program, The first two were brief, owing przsumabl;\\\\\\
to lack of specific informotion but all have been 4
strongly favorable to the Boord's objectives cgd have
urged the establishing of a2 similar board here,
Quoted below are excerpts from a lengthy editoricl 1n
today 's GULRDILN: "The United Nations hove never ln’
the last eighteen months foced the refugee problem
boldly. The refugees from ..xis, and especially Hitler's,
persecution are of 2ll peoples and all kinds, but the
greet majority cre Jews, and ont scys eighteen months
because that is roughly the period during which the !
policy '

x 3186
*ye-A
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policy o? 'extermination" has been practised, as it
still 1s, with the full knowledge of all of us, If
there have been one or two slight signs that here and
there the full fury of the terror has recently been
abated it is nevertheless true that in genercl it is
being carried out with the old ferocity. In Denmark
and in France for instance children p:thzn the ages
of two and twelve have been seized, herded together,
and deported to the 'unknown destinations' which
2lmost certainly mean death, It is.now fourteen®
months since the House of Commons stood in silence to
show its condemnation of such hurrors, But apart
from very slight changes in our own immigration rules
and some slight and unspecificed efforts in neutral
countries a2all that has been done is to hand over the
work of rescue and ?Elizf to the Intergovernmental
Committee in London, This body, consisting of a large
number of governments and not EVEN yet fully constituted,
is 1little likely to get at the insistent, practical
work that is needed, however eble and willing may be
its officials, The main responsibility must necessarily
be with
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be with Britoin and the United States, To rely on
this antiquated machine, crawling and creaking its
slow way along, is to show that we have never

recognised this to be an urgent problem, though urgency |

is its esseEnce,

Lt this moment President Roosevelt has token a

e e AT,

step which holds out the promise of that sort of

g 5 gy e A S SR O N St . e

e ———

practical action which has hitherto been largely lack=

ettt

ing. By executive order, wiose text is now available,
S—

he has esteblished a war refugee board consisting of
the Secretary of State (Mr, Hull), the Secretary of
the Trsgsury (Mr, Morgenthau), and the Secretary of
War (Nr. Stimson)."

Lfter summerizing the main provisions of the execu-
tive order the cditgriel contigues: "Even this bare
summary proves that, to say the least, the scheme
provides pr:cisely the machinrry that has £ll along
been needed, It is said that lLir, Roossvclt was moved
to act by the information recching him that little
was in foct being attempted, éublic opinion in the
.Unitcd States will now expect results, Public opinion
in this country should not be satisfied with less
workmanlike machinery or with smaller results,

The Intergovernmental

NOLLYAUTS3ud W04 03ULL3Y TVMIOO
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The Intergovernmental Committee and UNRRAL will
proceed in their lelsurely way with plans for eventual
remedies, These are of great importance, but we
have done wrong in assuming, as the Britisp and
/merican Governments have hitherto assumed, thot next
to nothing can be done for irmediete mezsures of |
rescue and relief, The /merican Government has
clearly abandoned that defectist, timid view, and we
should follow suit., We should :stablish the same
sort of working machine, We should lend our aid by
appointing & general directoer here and special officials
ebroad, by setting up temporary comps, by encouraging
the border countries through assistance and also through
example, and by more freely opening our own country,
since about the admission of rcfugees we remain
obstinately and discreditably mean, It is never ‘
possible to say mach openly about what is being done,
or may be dont, in neutral countries lest the German
spite discharges yet more poison, but one has only to
mention what Sweden has done for Norweglan refugees
and for the Danish Jews to realise how much more an

energetic
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energetic Britisheimericen policy could still accom-

plish, The Turks also should be stimulated to under- l1
stand thot their ally Britain expects them to encoursge i
the escape of Balkan refugcecs over their bordtﬁ, end —i |
every cffort should be made to explain to the now i
hesitant satellites how cerefully their conduct in !
this question is being watched. There is one other a
contribution we can make, e should announcet that

Polestine connot and will not be shut to refugees

after the present limit for immigrants is reached,

No single one of these expedients will do much in

itself, but practised all together they would reduce

the sum of misery."

WINANT 5 ."’8]
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A 4 7 // THE WHITE HOUSE
l'\_—’// WASHINGTON

March 24, 19uy

The apnointment of John W.

Pehle as permanent Executive Director

= :
#¥= of the War Refugee Board is hereby
apnroved. H

>‘\\j\‘ /



mmmnmwnmw

mml.::;‘:'lﬂ MW YORK OFFICE:

comirr om e ARy C?‘mss of the Tnited States oo omermmone

—— A\ \4_ Bouse of Representatives e e
— \2 Washington, B. €. BT T

\

\ : "W
\} January <5, 19%:\,1!.}1. ZE' Q19 bM !

o | 2%
Hon. Franklin D. Aousevelt,

The Jdhite rouse,

Jashington, UJ.C.

Ly dear Mr. President:

Fermit me to offer my conj.atulations and tnanks ior
the issuance or your airective creating a War Relugec oo
tor the ilescue of Jews and other victims wrAny enemy Oop- e
pression now in the Hitler caarnal house. You nave issued
this directive in the spiric of nighest American tradition.
We must hold out tie highest nopes ror a successful operation
of this Refugee Doard. II tne helpless, naplcss victims of
the Nazi jackals are rescued in an ap reciaole number, your
new Directive will become pentacostal.

Mucii wiil depend upon the personnel that will direct
operations. Ur coursé, tae Secreiary of War, the Secretary
of tne Treasury, anc tne Secre ary of State, <nne shed as tney
are with multilarious quties, cannot give rul. time to this
work., Tney can lay cown oroad pollicius, but much will depend
upon the personnel selected to do the spade work. I fervidly
hope and pray that the men selected will know the meaning of
sanctuary and mercy and that they will know and appreciate
"the soft sad music of humanity."

Eight long years have becn lost since the Bvian Confer-
ence. The mistakes ot that Conference were rep-ated at Bermuda.
Hitler's hangmen do not wait.

' 1 know that your gencrous heart will prompt those who
will guide the .estinies of the war refugee board to snun the
unduly extensive surveys and explorations, and tre many delays
that stemnec from Evian and Bermuda, and that they will act
promptly, courageously and generously.

The Nation's sccurity must not be imperilled by the admis-
sion of spies and espionage agents under the gulse of refugecs,
out national security must not be used as an excuse for any glacier-
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like or stony-hearted attitude,

The work of the War Refugeec Board will be arduous
but it will have the earnest cooperation of thinking
men ana women everywiere. I, personaliy, want to nelp
as an aumole lemoer of Congress in every way possible, in
this humanitarian work.

Your glorious action has cleared the atmosphere.
It is like a wolt of lightning dispeliing the storm.

iy neartfelt thanks goes out to you.
#lth assurances ol highest esteem, and kind personal

reg:axis, I am

Yours very sincerely,

WPt (A C(L«

EMANUEL CLLOZER

7 &
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2315 15th Street N. W.
'lihington, Do 0. ]
February 2, 1944 J‘J (

oy \\l 0-
i A
' s L‘/ 7 >
The Prosident [s) > ol
The White House S
Washington, D. C. { /,/4

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to congratulate you on the formation of the War

! Jyagee ot _—
I have been particularly interested in Senate resolution 203

that has been in Congress lately. I am also a member of a local
committee here, called the Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish
People of Burope. I am a young American girl, non-jewish, but
the story of the massacre in Europe has shaken me into wanting
to do something about it and it seemed to me that this committee
had the right idea.

I am so glad that you as a leader of the American people,
hnas volced your opinion and done something concrete that might
help to stop the most dreadful massacre of all time,

I am deeply interested, and will follow closely the actions
of the War Refugee Board, and hope that a truly sympathetic director
and leader will be chosen, for this could be a field for wonderful
accomplishment in the saving of lives, and a hope for m'ny many
people in the world who feel discouraged.

I have been a friend of Franklin and iffey, and I have always
hoped that some day I would be able to meet you.

Sincerely yours,

ZLVINL RICHARDW
3




& Ay THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
/ WASHINGTON

April 19, 1944

My dear Mr. President:

I don't know whether you get the deily
New York pepers. I am, therefore, sending you
herewith a very interesting clipping from the
front page of today's New York Tribune.

* ;ﬂ*ﬂif
I hed lunch with Mr. Hirschmann today,
and he really accomplishetf wonders whilé\in

Turkey.
569 Sincerely yours,
K'si'ﬂ : %z:;“\,] /WW%M

w2/

The President,

The White House.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

:
The President today announced that the War Refugee Board @ 3
has designated John W. Pehle as Acting Executive Director of the g

War Refugee Board. g

Pehle is Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, and
Director of Foreign Funds Control. The Secretary of the Treasury

. has given Pehle leave of absence to serve as Acting Executive
Director of the War Refugee Board.

Pehle's work as Director of Foreign Funds Control has
afforded him wide experience in negétiating with representa-
tives of foreign governments as well as with the various
departments and agencies of this government that will be called
on to participate in the work of the War Refugee Board. His
work in these fields also has brought him into close touch
with the problems now before the Board, and he is well known
to the private agencies interested in relief work and the rescue
of refugees. ‘

Pehle is a career man in the Government, having entered
the Offic; of the General Counsel of the Treasury Department
upon his graduation‘?gon’the Yale Lew School in 1934. He was

2 b
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REPROOUCED TROM HOLDRNGS

named Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury and Director
of Foreign Funds Control in 1940. He was selected by the
Secretary of State as an Advisor and played a prominent part
in the Inter-American Conference on Systems of Economic and
Finencial Control held in Washington in June, 1942.

The War Refugee Board was established on January 22, 1944,
by Executive Order of the President, and directed to carry out
the policy of this government to take 21l measures within
its power to rescue the vietims of enemy oppression who are ;n
{mminent danger of death, and otherwise to extend to such
victims ell possible relief and assistance consistent with the

successful prosecution of the war. Members of the Boar& are

the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, “and the

Secretary of Wer.
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THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ‘:0('-{,;
WASHINGTON 0 ‘[Q;

April 2u, 19uu/

My dear Mr. President:
You will recall that, at the ¢

the creation of the War Refugee Board, Myron

Taylor was somewhat disturgg% about the confusion
3%?  and difficulties that might arise in relations

between the new Board and the Intergovernmental *3/%6

Committee on Refugees. In view of his perturbation

at that time, you may be interested in learning

the most recent developments.

As a result of a talk I had with
Mr. Taylor, Sir Herbert Emerson.knirector, and

Mr. Patrick Malin, Vice Director of the Inter-
x

governmental Committee, came to Washington to carry
on conferences with Mr. Pehle and to meet with the
Board. These meetings have been extremely cordial,

a complete agreement has been reached on relations,

uNITED
ATATES
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and the future seems most promising. In a recent
conversation with me, Mr. Taylor has expressed his
complete satisfaction at the way the whole matter is I
progressing. |

Faithfully yours,

Secretary of the Treasury.
Ral

The President
The White House.
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April <9, 1944
MELORABLUHM
T0: THE PRESIDENT
FROW: e wnmk"‘"’

i thougnt you mignt be interested in e
stteched note tust I received tne other dey from &b
Irs Hirschesn, wuo hus just coce back from Turkey
where he did some work for the Var hefugee Boerd.

It is certeinly botn satisfying and e
thrilling te know how muca tue folks in Ceatrsl
Europe epprecinte what you are trying to co for
toe world.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

April 20, 1944,

Mr, Isador Lubin
The White Houre
Washington, D, C,

Dear Lube:

I cannot restrain the temptntion to reiterate the
deen and incisive impression that I ot in ny conver-
gotions with rofugees who came out of the Balkans and
with whom I talked in Istanbul on the subject of our
Groal President, The stricken neonle in the Balkans
Linve one and one hope only, and that is: "President
Anosevels®, I heard this agein and again, As I sooke
to the refugees, somehow they all seamed to lmow of
the President's Order creatinz 2 War Refugee Bonrd, and
that & revresentctive was in Turzey to save them, Some
of 1t was embarressing to me s they tried to thank me,
and T wre only a nrivileged instrument of the President's
Board, Ammarently it was the one name on everyone's lips,
and it has become a symbol for salvation to these lost
neonle,

AThanl God for your Grest President", they kept saying
ts me, Men is he sending the Americens to save us?"
"o ‘mow he will, He is our God," This and similar
verintions are what I heerd in & constant refrain, If the
President Ymew about this, I think 4t wouléd move him to
mow thrt his deenly founded humsnitarienism is not lost
in the hearte of other countrymen, They feel it intuitively
and actually, I supnose good thinge are somehow never lost,

You can imagine my sense of »ride and responsibility
in finding this menifestation to such an intense end acute
degree, I was proud but I also felt that 1t was about
five mimates to twelve nnd that these veonle nerd to be
enatched ouickly from the death hands of the Nazie and their
Satellites, One thing the President's Order and his
broadcast did (we managed to have it reveated asain and
sgein in various langusges throush the Balkens,) It gnve
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these people who were becoming so demoralized and desmerate
that they stopmed trying for themselves, & now hope to

fight on for thenselves, vhich is an extremely imnortant
olement as we know too well that at some point in the nrocese
of dogradntion veople are worn down to a state of resimstion
and then they really lose themselves,

I am trying wherever I c:n to tell this story to the
press nnd to some of the big tusiness omoonents of our
Prerident, I hope 1t falle on fertile soil, I don't lmow,

Again, let me thank you for your efforts in helping
me get over to Turkey, I shall not forget 4t,

Faithfully yours,

—

I. A, Hirechmann )
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May 15, 1944

fiespectfully referred to
the Exacutive Director of the

Refugee Board for attention
and appropriate acknowledgment.

WILLYTAM D, HASOETT
Secretary to the President hms

Telegram from the Emergency Committee To Save the
Jowish People of Burops, Dean Alfange, Will Rogers, Jr.,
Peter H, Barson, 3igrid Undset, Louis Bromfield,
Msurice William, Ben Hecht, Li Yu-Ying, Co-Chairmen,
NYC, 5/13/44, to the President, suggesting establishment
of temporary rascus campa in the U.8. and free ports

in the U,8,, Palestine, North Africa, etc., for victims
of Naxi oppression.

-
e
P e
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-y 5, 1944 2
/,
-/
ilsspectfully referred to the
Fwegutive Direstow, Var iefuges Hosrd
for stéemion and sweh acmoesledgment
a8 may be domud aguoariaie.
WTLLIAK D, RASSRETT
deorutery o she yusident ge
< -
76
X o 4 "
Telegram of Vay 4 from ADILYH H Cim, Jewish Labor Comeittes, 296
New York, N. Y. re free parts nited States Mhor r
from Barope, Jicwvso Alru Ay DAAHD_ (L) - TIEASeR IS
el BA N T T oy

¥
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Nay 12, 1944,
J 2

The Honorable Cordell Hull,
Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir;-

The formation of the War Refugee Board 4
has btrought hope to concerned people appalled by
the plight of re e8 in Europe. We have been
seeking for something Limodiate and offective we
hore in the United States een do to actually save
lives and restore hope and faith in these hunted
people. It hes seemed to us that free ports for
refugees is such a plan, . With The U. S. doing this,
1t will then be possible for our Board to suggest
that other countries take similar action.

Por these reasons the Committee of
Chrictian Fellowship o the N. Y. Council of Church
Wwomen wishes to register its hearty approval of
the plan for free ports for refugeee and to urge
you to do all in your power to set such a plan
in operetion.

Very truly yours,

Marion Frenyear, a4

soc’o c———
Cormittee of Christisn Fellowship.

S

MP-L. 7

Copy to President Roosevelt.
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Room 614 EXXXXXXXXXXXXXX i 3
45 Astor Place :
XXXXX AXXXXXX
AL, 4-4272 Mariom Frenyear

411~

: “//luy 17, 1944.

Honoreble John 26!13:;
I:: notigu: Board, 5£:

XXXEXK IXXXXXX .
Dear Sir;-

Appalled by the plight of refugees in
Furope, many concerned people have been seek
for someth {rmediate and effective we here
the United ctates can do to actually esave lives
and build hope and faith in these hunted people.
%o believe free ports for rotntcoo ies euch a plan.
If we go ahead with thise, it will then be possible
for our War Refagee Board to suggeet that other
sountries take slumilar aotlon.

For these reasons the Refugee Comui ttee
of the Fellowship of Recoueiliztion wishes %o
regieter its hearty approval of the plan for free
ports for refugees and to urge you to do all in
your power %o sat such a plan in operation.

Very truly yours,

N
darion Fronyear
3..' _—L

F 4
A Rof%‘oo Committee g;rtho
owship of Resonciliution.

e e A — P ——
s s S o

n-Lo

Carbon copy to President Roosevelt.
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varch 29, 1945

i
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Barly in the week Osneral O'

on to me through Dave Niles

mdnlvlﬂ\nnrdtothovmaf War

He Board. :t.amnotunton'iﬁtm“‘—“

midet of the midst of discussions about

food and the postwar treatwent of Germany, we

should try to get out any Presidential state-

ment about the Board's work. When I talked

with Gene O'Dwyer he agreed, but he wanted

this material passed on to the President. .

.

Jo: athan Zanials

el

5777

s XtJ ']
|
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TO: 4
Mrs. Boettlger \'\J A

the memorandum which

This 18
David Niles discussed with

e

William O'Dwyer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
WAR REFUGEE 8O 3

NOLLYANISIU U0 OIU1LTY TvIenn)

THrraa, Dé};{ -210
|

|
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FOOD PACKAGE R N G CONCENTRATION AND EE C

The War Refugee Board expects that 50 tons of trucking and 2,000 gallons
of gasoline a week will be made available very shortly from United States army
stocks to the International Red C r the movement of War Refugee Board
food parcels to internees in concéntratidn and refugee camps in enemy Burope,
Currently the War Refugee Board has oximately 224,000 of these parcels
in Goteberg, Swedem, and in Iubeck, Germany, and 60,000 parcels in Geneva,

It can readily be seen that these stockpiles will be cuickly exhausted when
these triucks get moving,

The Board has funds for the procurement and shipment of an additional
300,000 parcels-from the United States, but under the best possible circum-
stances private contractors are unable to guarantee delivery of these parcels
in less than three months time, This being the case, we will have trucks and
gasoline but no packages to distribute to the unassimilated internees who face
certain death from starvation,

On the other hand, the American National Red Cross has a stockpile of over
7,000,000 prisoner of war parcels in the hands of the International Red Cross
Committee in Geneva for distribution to United Stetes military and civilian
internees, The monthly distribution rate is epproximately 253,000 parcels,

At this rate, it will take 27 months to exhaust the existing stockpile, An
additional 362,250 parcels go forward from this country each month to replenish

this stockpile, Roughly this replenishment exceeds the monthly distribution
rate by 35 per cent,

The Board desires to obtain an allocation of 5 thousand tons (slightly
in excess of 900,000 parcels) from this stockpile to be earmarked for the
Board's feeding program, The Board will arrange for reimburgement either in
dollars or in kind,

This proposal has been discussed with Mr, Basil O'Connor, Chairman of
the Americen National Red Cross, who is very sympathetic and is taking the
matter up with members of his staff, This, undoubtedly, will result in con-
siderable delay,

In view of the urgency, a reouest to Mr, O'Connor that the matter be
expedited will probably save the lives of many people,

oo

NOLLYANIE3Ud ¥O4 GIHILIY TvNI
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June 3, 1944

Respectiully relsrred to
tae Executive Director of the
War Refugee Boerd for vrepara-
tion of reply for my signuture,

IAM D, HASSETT
Secrotary to the Preaidaont hms

~

Letter from Corg. Vito Marcantonio, 6/f/L4, to the President,
ursing the Precident to diroc ¥er Hefugee Bosrd to estsblish
in the U.S. & refugee rescue camp gf "free port" whers Jewish

refugees may find =anctusrvy from the horrorrs of war nt lesst for
fte duration. /

—
g—
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June 15, 1944

Dear Congressman Uarcantonio:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of June sixth and to thank you ror the
interest widch you have expressed in the rescue of
the victime of enemy oppression and tie matter of
providing places of temporary asylum for them.

You will be interested in the enclosed
copies of the Presldent's cablegram of June eighth
to /jwbassador Robert Murphy in Algiers, regarding
the establishment of an lmergency Hefugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswego, New York, his memorandua
of the same date to the heads of agencies concerned
with the exscution of the plan, and the messuge
sent to the Congress on June twelfth relative to
this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Honereble Vite Marcantonio,
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Enclosures typed by
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
WAR REFUGEE BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

JUN 111944

1ism =, Fngeett
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VITO MARCANTONIO 4 1025

Congress of the Gn(&hlm To: Files

Touse of Representatives P T o
Washington, B.€. oS
7 LS LA uic,
S o, 104 g 83 MW

»

ot 4

/
Preeident Franklin 2, Hoosevelt
The Wnite House
Woshinzton D C

Dear President Hoosevelt:

In thie hour of the liberation of the continent of Zurope from
the ravezing hend of Hitler and Hitlerism, I join with all Americans in
the exmression of the deepest snpreciation for your leadershin in this most
critical veriod in the 1life of our nation,

It seems fitting to me that on this significent day I should address
you about the nroblem of the Jewish peonle now prisoners in Hitler Burope,. For
on this day the signal for the strugsle for their liberation was given., Iow
at lest it is possible for America to offer the long-opnressed Jewish people
tie ald and succor va have long been prevented from giving them because of
the concuest of Zurone by Hitler,

As you imow there is the prospect that in the wake of the successful
invesion of Zurope by the gallant wen of the United liations ermed forces, there
will be tens of thousands of Jewish war refugees from every section of Europe,
who hove hitherto been ruthlessly uprooted frow their homes, The lonsg period
oX famine and opprecsion experienced by these people under Hitler makes it
imperative that America extend to them a helping herd, They were the first
to feel the heel of Iitler tyranny and should be the first to be freed fron
Hazi oppression,

Because I know full well that you share my sentiments in this regerd,
I am vriting to urge tiat you direct the War Refugee Board to establish in the
United States a refugee rescue camn or "free port" where theese refugees may
find sanctuary from the horrors of war at least for its duration, 3y this
practical step we may save thc lives of thousands of refugees, who might
othervise perish, May I further urze that this »roblem be nresented to othere
of the United “ntions to the end tlhat such refugee rescue camps may be
establiched eleevhere and to the end thiat aid in the transit of the refugees
to America be afforded.

It is my fervent prayer that our first act of mercy in liberated
Europe mey be extended to the Jewish neople: first victims of Hitlerite
slavery.

Sincerely, ~

— /
s KL\—,—A——'M———;
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DRAFT

My dear Mr. Marcentonio:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of June sixth end to thank you for the
interest which you have expressed in the rescue of
the victims of enemy oppression and the matter of
providing places of temporery asylum for them.

You will be interested in the encloced
copies of the President's cablegrem of June eighth
to Ambassador Fobert Murvhy in Algiers, regarding
the esteblishment of &n Emergency Refugee Shelter
at Fort Ontario, Oswege, New York, his memorandum
of the seme date to the heads of egencies concerned
with the execution of the plan, and the message
sent to the Congress cn June 12, 1944, relative to
this matter.

Very sincerely yours,

VILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Honorable Viteo Marceantonio,

House of Reprecentetives.

LAttechments
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"Henr:* llorenthau wants to come in tomorrow and gsee the I'resident with
John «, Pehlé" (ix, Dir, .ar Mefurec Loard) .
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PEHLE, Fon. Juls.
Exec. Dir. VWar Refugee Board,
8/24A 4.

Writos the Presidect as follows: "Frem the unalloosted balanee of the $85,000,000
made available by the Congress thru the ERAA of 1541 and the
Defense Appropristionm Act of 1942, it is rocommended that the sum of {783,750 be made
avallable to the Uffice of Distribution of the Dept. of Agric. for the American NHat'l
Hed Cross. Alse it is recommended that the s um of

Proourement, These allooations will cover the costs invelved in pro
mert and shipping of 285,000 food parcels of throe kiles esch for ultimete distribution
by the Interpational Committes of the Red Cross to umassimilated perscns in concentra=
tion and refuges ommps in enmemy Burope.” The A=erican Red Cross has beem consulted end
will arrange for the packing and the shipment of these parcels.~Mr. Latta, Auguet 24th,
referrod this matter to the Dir. of the Pudget for rocomsendation to the Presidemt,

SEE 79 AUTHORIZATION TRUASURY RED CROSS

5477
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VRMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEMNT i
Sept. 11, 1944 I 77

The Uirector of the _ureau of the budget wrote ro the subject: Food Parcel
Program for Unassimilsted Perscns in Buropean Enemy Concentration snd Refugee Camps,
Lttaches for the President's signature, a memorandum in four copies, indicating the
respective responsibilities of the heasds of appropriate sgencies in connection with
a food parcel program for unessimilsted persons in concentration and refugee cazps in
that pert of Eurcpe now held or occupied by the enemy. Murther states that this
memorandum constitutes an effective reply to the letter of Mr. J.W. Pehle, Z2xecutive
Director of the Uar Nefusee Doard, mddressed to the President on Aug. 24, 1944, which
lotter is sttached, and stotes it is recomended that the sum of 783,750 be made
aveilable to the Office of Distribution of the Department of Asriculture for the
sderican Motional Red Cross. ABo recommends that the sum of $285,000 be made avail-
able to Treasury Procuresment * Mr, Smith closes his wemorandum by ssying that the food
parcel progrm is clear evidence of this Government's resolwe to aid helpless people
hurt by the enemy. The attached memcrandum will bring ebout such assistance and has the
approval of all intcrested agencies and he (Mr, Smith) recommends the Preaident give
his approvel. - -The President on Sept. 12, 1944, in a Memorandum for ar Food aAdninistre-
tor, Secretary of the Tressury, Cheirman of the Aserican National Red Cross, and Executivi
Director of the lier Tefugee Hoard stetes thet on the recomendation of the Executive Dir-
ector of the 'far Defuzee Soard that 285,000 food parcels be procured by this Government
for distribution to unmssimilsted persons in comcentraticn and refugee camps located in
that part of Burope now held ar cccupied by the cnemy, certein steps should be taken as
expeditiously ns possible: (1) The uncblisated balences of funds allocsted to the Depart-
ment of Acriculture from the appropriations for Foreipn War Relief, shall be available
to the 'ar Tood idministrator to procure necessary egricultural supplies up to a certain
value. (3) As asfeed between the /Americen Nationel Red Cross and the ar Refugee Board,
the Chairmen of the Americen Nat. Red Cross shall arrange for the packing of the food
parcels end their shipment and distribution. (4) The Executive Director of the Var Refuge:
Boppd shall exercise over-all responsibility for this project. - -No. 2 of the above was
omitted in the briefing., - -Fen notation = Origl to Sudget T2V VAN

*)ir, Smith olso stetes that the Combined Blockade Committee
Sea - B92 in London has spproved the delivery of these food parcels
to the unassimilated persons mentioned above.
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LSUGLUMUM PUR Ble HAASNTT - \~
Tote ~’7. iddye \f"’??

fre “ovAE T liles 3taiod st the sttuched cupreapudience is
sclfe=oxplanitorye o L.t tie soousion for & lottor ut t is tive 1a that the lational
srutoe emine 18 avics 308 enpasl seetin. st tho fiotell Commodore Lo JunuulPye = =
selomire = Lottor to L +lbert brehussos, gr_gw, “0Bley Uele IPOM lime
Ephrels 1. Totberg 8toting that stteclod 1o dmert of + lottar, oddrossed ta re Alegelamm,
for tae siemtuse of the [ waidente .i:tes tht 'he iToaident 'aa frw uently sl ned
letters of t 18 chnrmetor,elno stiuened coples of othur lettora wijeh the [rvaldent hes
sl-nofd, = ez, nagett = Jane 1, 1045, ! o sesorenlun for the lapt, of wtate fummrded
the hows earroapos lenee for recpwealatica Yy tho Jtate lopte Tupeher cdvises that
urder 1t of Juie LASH, 1044, ire “illiam waoanld of the ‘ntional ‘ofugee Jervice,
rocatved  loncthy ottur (70 the | realieat 1i° pocoAtion of the tanth snniversary of
i, iosenwald's work it the 30rvicees = =lwcormnlun fur ke, Pnissti cuted Jone G, 1945,
sopamilar & druft f & luttes o ek the . uollont omy 1185 to o808 (o ™0 (ke WLIV0e = =
™o moaidont ot June 8, OLS, i n letter %0 Nr, 'arles .. Wegelnan, : ~calceat Natioual
efaroe Jorviee, Ine.,.tmw York, Te Yo 82847 Tho sctliafylas rdjuatsents mudo LY sy To=
fuwes #h0 Suve been ndiiited to our country im recent yoora aro on aneoupe ing delonstra-
tion of the oasertisl nounfneas of cur poliey ¢ esylim to those oppressed for resasad
af muco, relicion o2 solitice}) belle®, o thos are —mny Mo hove foined cur rrsed
fopeos, +of cmanv acholurs, sclontists cnd profeasl mal poople ©.5 ' ¥e wdo subatentiel
asrtmitutions to the mr offort. e Satisnel Befu:ce ervico has hwlped to fzecilitste
to0 i sdjustoants ond w3 thus earlched the comaunlcy 1f0 Of the Aantlooe oo davalunbls
servicesd should bo contizued 2o lun o3 they -ay —e reqnireds”
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1FUORDU FOR THE PRESTOET
Jan. 27, 1945. gw77

Tue Director of e lureuu of the Rudget wrgte ©é The “ood Forcel Frogrem

ror Intornces in Eneay coacantration ond Fefugee Caxps. Attaches Cor the President's
M geute o =enornadun Lo the Seerutsry of the Treasury, the Chninean af ¥he wmerican
ustiosnl ded Cross -nd the Zxecutive Diroctor of ths .er def.jes Bound, authorizi g the

peidizure of 1,125,000 fro: the Jornicn Wor Aelief funds sllocated to the “roasury
Dopartment ‘or the purchase of food purcels to be distributed %o unessiadluted perso.s io
cancentrution end verugue catps in cerritories cow held or occupled by the enemy. -he
Bpitish cné Ascriesn Slockade suthorities have approved the roposed Jrogram mud she
Intersuticnal Somittes of the -ed Cross 11l distribute the -arcels. dgeomends the
approvel of this raguest, - ~Prosidentisl lemorendus for Secretiry of the Treasury dated
Jen. 71, 1045, stoting shut since the srosurenent snd shiipaent of the 265,000 food pack=
ases tor distribution %o wletims of enemy persscutlon in Zurope, referred to in his
nenes nows of Jeptember 12, 1944, heve beor successfully completed, the “xocutiva Jirectc
of the inr Fefugee Sourd les rocomended tlut mn sdditiorsl 300,000 tiree-kilo food serce
ba procured by Tiis fovarnisns for siniler élstribition to unessindlnted persons in con-
ceatrntion end rsfusee cnsps lesuted {r that art of -urope now Leld or oceupiad by the
aneay. Tha President directs thet certein 3%ops .o taken fmacdic.ely. = Tue mobliuted
baunces of Surds allea-ted to the Treusury Jerertasnt fro: the wpprogristions for Jorelg
> Telief, contined svailable until June 30, 1645, Ly the Jecand Jeficiency appropria-
tion .ot, 16944, siull be cysilubls to the Jecratrry of Sae Trewsury up o o velue
A,125,000 to procure commercielly shese percels wad for peimbursazent to the maericin
mtlonel Ked Civas for the cost of surehousins witain the United Stetes und tie ultimate
trousportution of those [arcela to the Internntionnl Cozmittee of the Hed Uross. o8
agread Setwasn Sronsury Frocurenient Divisicn end the .&r dstuwe bourd, the Lirector of
Procuresant shell crrenge for the [grchose of Siese parcels for delivery to the acwricen
Hptiounl Hed Cross. -uo Chaimen of the wiorlosn Uptionnl Red Cross saell crrusge for th
wopetousip within the United Stites und shipping of food pursels o the Interactional
Soasittes of the ded Uross for ulilmets gistrioution wion( such unessiaileted persons.
Tre Zzecusive Director of thu «ur Hefujos Joerd sasll exercise over-sll reap.naiblility
for this project, - =Fonciled fotution - Orig. resd. o suaget 2=0=45.

3es - 892
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0'COMNOR, Hon. "asil
Thairman, Amwerican Red Croes,
‘Yaghington, D. C.
m. 27. 19".

Letter to the President submits summary of recent discussions betwoen American
Natl, Red Cross and Genersl O'Dwyer of War Refugee Board, in connection with their pro-
pum of furnishing food for distridbution umAer the Supervision of the Internstional Red
Oroas Comm. %o persons in c¢amps in Germen=controlled territory not assimilated to civilian
{nternees, Red Cross wes able to solve all problems except one: Yar Refugee Board needs
ndditional funds for foreign wer relief purposes which will have to be appropriated or
jecured from some source other than the Natl. Red Cross, (Carbon copy retained for files,)
- =Progidentisl Memorandum for the Director of the Budget dated Apr. 2, 1945, the Presi-
dent snid "Fer vour informmstion and the necessary action.”

8ce - 124



