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INDICTMENT' 

The United States of America, 'by the undersigned Telford 
Taylor, Chief of Counsel for War Crimes, duly appointed to re-
present said Government in the prosecution of war criminals, 
charges that the defendants herein committed' War Crimes and 
Crimes against Humanity, as defined,' in Control-,Council Law 
No. 10, duly enacted by the Allied Control Council on 20 December 
1945. These crimes included murders, brutalities, cruelties, 
tortures, atrocities, deportation, enslavement, plunder of public 
and private property, persecutions, and olher inhumane acts as 
set forth in Counts One, Two, Three, .and Four of this Indictmen"t. 

The persons accused as guilty of these crimes and accordingly 
named as defendants in this case are: 

FRIEDRICH FLICK - The principal proprietor, dominating 
influence, and active head of a' large group of industrial enter-
prises (the most important of which are described in Appendix 
A hereof) including coal ,and iron mines and steel producing and 
fatJricating plants, sometimes collectively referred to herein as the 
"Flick Concern";  of the Aufsichtsrat (supervisory board), 
of numerous other large industrial and financial companies; 
Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer' (military economy leader); member of the 
Praesidium of Reichsvereinigung Kohle and of Reichsvereinigung 
Eisen (official bodies for regulation of the coal and iron and steel 
industries); member of the Kleiner Kreis ("Small Circle"),1CSmall 
group of . leaders of the iron, coal and steel industry which 
exercised great influence over the industry for many years before 

 during the war; member of the Verwaltungsrat (supervisory 
board) of the Berg- und Huettenwerke Ost G. m. b. H. (BHO), a 
government sponsored company ·for exploitation of the Russian 
mining and "melting industries; meifiber of the Beirat (advisory 

 of the Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie I 
(Economic Group of the Iron Producing Industry); member of ' 
the "Circle of Friends" Of Himmler, which gave financial arid 
other ,support to Die Schutz-staffeln del' Nationalsozialistischen 
Deutschen Arbeiterpartei (commonly known as the  member 
of the Nationalsozialistische Deutsche. Arbeiterpartej (Nazi Parly, 
usually abbreviated "NSDAP"). 
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OTTO STEiNBlUNCK -.:. A leading official of numerous Flick -
enterprises and Flick's principal assistant in the operation of such 
enterprises from 1925 until the end of 1939; thereafter a leading 
official of Vereinigte Stahlwerke A. G.aild affiliated companies; 
member of supervisory and executive boards of several other 
private and governmental organiza90ns; Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer; 
Generalbeauftragter fuel' die Sfahlindustrie (Plenipotentiary. 
General for the steel industry) in the occupied territories of 
northern France, Luxembourg, and Belgium: Beauftragter Kohle 
West (Plenipotentiary for coal in the western occupied territories) 

. including all of France, UoHand, Belgium, and Luxembourg;  
member of the "Circle of Friends" of Himmler; member of the  
Praesidium of the Reichsvereinigung Kohle; Brigadefuehrer  
(Brigadier General) in the SS and recipient of several SS de-
corations. . . ; ..  
. ODILO BURKART - A leading official of numerous Flick  

enterprises and a close associate of Flick; an official of Reichsver- 
.einigung Eisen and of the Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende In- 
dustrie; ,Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer.. 

KONRAD KALETSCH - A leading official of numerous Flick 
enterprises and a closl} associate of Flick; Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer;· 
member of the NSDAP. 

BERNHARD 'WEISS - A leading offfcial of numerous Flick 
..  enterprises and a close associate of Flick; Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer; 

prinllipal official and owner of Siegener  A. G. 
(Siemag).

. I 

HERMANN TERBERGER - A leading official of ilUmerous  
Flick enterprises jncludirrg, particularly, the Eisenwerkgesellschaft  
Maximilianshuette G. m. b. H., and a dose associate of Flick;,  
member of the NSDAP; member of Die Sturmabteilungen del'  
NSDAP (commonly known as the SA). /   

.' 
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COUNT ONE 

"1. Between September 1939 and May 1945 all the  
committed War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, as defined 
by Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, in that they were 
principals in, accessories tO,ordered, abetted, took a consenting. 
part in, were connected with plans and enterprises involving,and 
wer'e members of organizations, or groups connected with: ens-
lavement and deportation to slave labor on a gigantic scale of 
members of the civilian populations of countries and territories 
under the belligerent occupation of, or otherwise  by...... 
Germany; enslavement of concentration camp inmates including 
German nationals; and the use of prisoners of war in war opera-
tions and work having a direct relation with war operations, in-
cluding the manufacture and transportation of armamen ts and 
munitions. In the course of ,these activities hundreds of thoy.sands 
Of persons were enslaved, dep'Jrted, ill treated, terrorized, tortured, 
and murdered. 

2. The acts, cenduct, plans, and enterprises charged in Para-
graph ,1 of this Count wete carriec;l out as part of the -slave labor 
program ·of the Third Reich, in the course of which millions of 
persons including women and children were subjected to forced 
labor under cruel and inhqrnane conditions which resulted in 
widespread suffering and many deaths. At least 5,000,000 workers 
were deported to Germany. The conscription. of labor was ac-
complished in many \ cases by drastic and ,[iolent· methods. 
Workers destined for the Reich were sent under guard to Ger-
many, often packed in trains without adequate heat,· food. cloth-
ing or sanitary facilities. Other inhabitants of occupied countries 
were conscripted and compelled to work in their own countries 
to assist the German war economy. The resources and needs of the·, 
occupied countries were completely disregarded in the execution 
of the said plans and enterprises as were the familyhorior and 
rights of the civilian populations involved. Prisoners of war were 
assigneg I to work directly  to war operations, including 
work in armaments factories. The treatment of slave laborers and 
prisoners, of war was based on the principle that they  be 
fed, sheltered, and treated in such a way as to exploit them to  
greatest prossible extent at the lowest expenditure. 
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3. During· the period from approximately May 1942 to 1945, the 
defendant Flick was a member of the Praesidblm (governing 
board) of the Reichsvereinigung Eisen (commonly referred to as the 
RVE), an official organization for the regulation of· the entire 
German iron and steel industry. The defendants Burkart and 
Terberger also held official positions' and exercised .important 
functions in the RVE and assisted and advised Flicl{with respect 
to RVE matters. This organization, the Praesidium 01 which was 
largely composed of leading industrialists of the iron and steel 
industries, was given wide powers by the government antiexer-
cised pervasive influence and authority in these ilidustries. The. 
RVE had wide. authority and exerCised important  with 
respect to the procurement, allocation. use, and  of slave 
labor and prisoners of war. The influence and control which this 
official organization had over a large sector .of German industry, 
in which vast numbers of such laborers were forced to work, made 
it an' important agency in the administration of the slave labor 
program. Flick attended numerous meetings of the Praesidium of 
the RVE and otherwise participated in- the formulation and 
eiecution of repressive and cruel policies designed to enslave. 
procure and exploit such labor. Flick's influence allld control 
over policies and actions of the RVE were turther extended 
through officials of his companies who also held p,ositions in the 
RVE and its subsidiary organizations and committees. 

In, addition, Flick. Burkart and Terberger participated in the 
slave labor program within the iron and steel industry between 
September 1939 and April 1945 through their positions in and in-
fluence. on /the Wirtschaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie 
(Economic Group of the Iron Producing Industry) and its sub-
sidiary organizati6ns and committees. ' 

Flick also participated in the slave labor program by virtue of 
his position and activity on the Verwaltungsrat (supervisory 
board) of Berg- und Huettenwerke Ost G. m. b. H. (commonly 
referred to as the BRO), a goverlJ.-ment sponsored company establi-
shed for the purpose of  and exploiting mines and iron 
and steel plants in the USSR. As part of its activities this com-
pany partieipated in the program for forced recruitment, enslave-
ment, anq deportation of Soviet nationals and prisoners qf war to 
w01;k in Germany, the USSR, and elsewhere. . 

Flick and Burkart also participated in the slave labor .program 
through their association-with the Kleiner Kreis ("Small Ci.rcle") 
of the leaders of the Nordo: West Gruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie, 



I 

 

a, group which unofficially exercised  control over" 
and influence an, the iron and steel industry, 

4. During the period from approximately March 1941  
April 1945, the defendants Flick and Steinbrinck were members of 
the Praesidium (governing board) of the Reichsvereinigupg Kohle 
(commonly r,eferred to as the  an official organization for 
the regulation of the entire German coal industry. The  
Burkart and Weiss were also active in RVK matters and assIsted 

..and advised Flick and the Flick Concern therein.  functions " 
and authority of the RVK and its Praesidium in the coal industr)! 
corresponded generally with those of the RVE and its  
in the iron and steel industry, as set forth above. As members 01 
the Praesidium, Flick and Steinbrinck attended meetings of the 
Praesidium and otherwise participated in the formulation and 
execution of repressive and cruel policies in the administration· 
of the slave labor program designed to enslave, procure andexploil 
such labor. Flick's influence and c<?ntrol over policies and actions 
of the RVK were further extended through officials of his com-
panies who also held positions in the RVK and its  
organizations and committees. , 

3. Between September 1939 and April 1945 the defendant Stein-
brinck held the position of Beauftragter Kohle West (Plenipoten-
tiaryi'or coal in the occupied ,vestern territories) of France, Hol-
land, Belgiudi and, Luxembourg, and the position of Generalbe-
auftragter fuel' die: Stahlindustrie (Plenipotentiary General for 
the steel industry) in northern France, Belgium and Luxembourg.. 
By virtue of these positions, alid his activity therein, he exercised 
wide authority over the procurement, use, treatment, allocation, 
and transportation of thousands of slave laborers and prisoners 
of war. 

6. 'Between September 1939 and May 1945, tens of thousands o[ 
slave laborers and prisoners of war 'were sought and utilized by 
the defendants in the industrial enterprises and establishmeilts 

.. owned, controlled, or influenced by them. In the course of this 
. use of forced labor in the enterprises referred to, the workers 

were exploited under inhumane conditions with respect to their 
personal liberty, shelter, food, pay, ho1.!IS- of work,' and health. 
Repressive measures were used to force these workers to enter, or 
remain in, involuntary servitUde. Armed guards, watch dogs and 

barbed wire enclosures were commonly utilized .to keep workers 
from escaping, and the few who did escape were reported to, and 
dealt with hy, the Gestapo. Penalties, including, cruel beatings, 
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were often inflicted by  under the supervision and control 
of. the defendants. Food, sanitary measures, and medical assistance 
were customarily inadequate and as a result many of the  
§uffered illness and died. Prisoners of war were used in war 
operations and work having a direct relation with war opera-
tions, including the manufacture and transportation'Of armaments 
and munitions. 

The defendants Flick, Burkart, Kaletsch, Weiss al)d Terberger 
are charged with responsibility for the acts ·and conduct set forth ' 
in: this Paragraph insofar as they relate to establishments of the 
Flick Concern, including' those operated directly or indirectly by 
the companies set forth in Appendix A hereof. Flick and Weiss are 

,also charged with responsibility for the acts and conduct set forth 
in this Paragraph insofar as they relate to the Siemag Company. 
The defendant Skinbrinck is charged with responsibility for the 
acts and conduct set forth in this Paragraph insofar as they relate' 
toVereinigte Stahlwerke A. G., and affiliated companies. . 

7. The acts and conduct of. the defendants set forth In this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly and 
constitute violations of international conventions, particularly  
Articles 3,4,5; 6, 7, 14, 18, 23, 43, 46, and 52 of the Hague Regula- . 
tions, 1907. and of Articles 2, 3, 4, 6, 9-15, 23, .25, 27-34, 46-48, 50, 
51, 54, 56, 57; 60, 62, 63, 65-68 and 76 of thePrisoner-of-War Con- / 
vention (Geneva, 1929), of the laws and customs of war, of the 
general principles of criminal law as derived from the criminal 

. laws of all civilized nations, of the internal penal laws of the 
countries in which such crimes were committed, and of Article II 
of Control Council Law No. 10. 
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COUNT TWO 

8. Between September Hf3"9 and May 1945, all the defendants 
except Terberger committed War Crimes and Crimes. 'against 
Humanity, as defined by Article 1I0f Control Council Law No. 10, 
in that they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, 
took a consenting part in, were connected with plans and el,lter-
prises involving, and were members of organizations or gi'oups 
connected-with, plunder of public and private property, spoliation, 
and other''offen!;les against property in countries and territories 
which came under the belligerent occupation of Germany in the. 
course of its aggressive wars. These acts bore no relation to the 
needs of the army. of occupation and were out of all proportion 
.to the resources of the occupied territories. 

9. In  of deliberate plans and  the territories 
occupied oy Germany as a result of its aggressive acts and its - . 
aggressive wars were exploited for the German war effort in a 
most ruthless way beyond the needs of the army of occilpati9" and 
without consideration 0,1' the local economy. These plans and' 
policies were intended not only to strengthen Germany in waging 
its aggressive wars, but also to secure the permanent economic 
domination by Germany of the continent o! Europe. Public and 
private property was systematically plundered and pill:;tged. Agri:" 
cultural products, raw 111aterials needed by .German factories, 
machine tools, transportation equipment, other finished products, 
and foreign securities and holdings of foreign exchange' were 

. requisitioned and sent to Germany. In addition local industries 
were placed under German supervision and the distribution of raw 
materiaIs was rigidly controlled. This supervision of ind1Jstties 
ranged from general control provided for by blanket enactments,' 
to the permanent dispossession of rightful owners of specificindu-
strial enterprises. The industries thought -to be of V'alue to the . 
German war  were compelled to continue and most of the . 
rest were closed down altogether. 

In Lorraine (France), which, in violation of international law, . 
was annexed by Germany immediately  the German occupa-
tion, . French private properties were seized by the occupation. 
authorities under the guise of establishing temporary administra'-
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tion by state com,nUSSlOners. This artificial· creation of l German 
state property was only a temporary measure, and the properties 
were "reprivatized", by_ being turned over to German industrial 
concerns. 

Even before the attack on the U,S.S.R. plans had been made 
forthe fullest and most ruthless exploitation of all Soviet economic 
resources.· Concurrently with the invasion it was decla'redthat the 
restraints of the Annex to Hague Convention IV of 18 October 1907 
would not be observed by Germany. The entire Soviet industrial 
property was. declared to be "property marshalled for national 
economy"  belonging to the Ger-
man state. Representatives of the German civil and military occupa-
tion authorities were declared trustes of this property to which Ger-
many purportedly took title. In addition thereto special govern-
mental or semi-governmental companies, Monopolgesellschaften or 
Ostgesellschaften, were created by the Plenipotentiary of the Four-
Year Plan, Hermann Goering, as trustees for the control ,of certain· 
sectors of Soviet economy. One of these Ostgesellschaften, the Berg-
und Huettenwerksgesellschaft Ost m. b. H., usmtlly referred to as 
the BHO, was trustee with respect to the iron, steel and mining 
,industry of the occupied part of the U.S.S.R. and the main spolia-
tion agency in its field of operations. \ 

10. All the defendants except Terberger participated  
in the formulation arid execution of the foregoing plans and policies 
of spoliation, by seeking and securing possession, in derogation of 
the rights of the owners, of valuable properties in ,the territories 
occupied by Germany, for themselyes, for the Flick Concern, and 
for other enterprises owned, controlled, or influenced by them; 
by exploiting all these properties in occupied territories, indivi-
dually or through enterprises owned, controlled, & influenced by 
them, for German war purposes to an extent unrelated to the needs 
of the army of occupation and out of all proportion to the resour-
ces of the occupied territories; by abuse, destmction and removal 
of such property; by taking possession of machinery, equipment, 
raw materials and other property known by them to have been 
taken,by themselves or by others/ from occupied territories; and 
by their activitie,s in various official positions, The following 
instances are cited. as examples. _ 

A. IN, FRANCE..Effective 1 March 1941 the Friedrich Flick 
KQmmanditgesellschaft (parent holding company in the Flick Con-
cern) secured a "tmsteeship" of the plants Rombach and Machern 
in occupied Lorraine (France),. which were the property ofa 
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French company'knowi1 as Societe Lorraine des Acieries deRom'-
bas.The "trusteeship" was accepted as part of a governmental 
plan and program,' sponsored by defendants and other German 
industrialists for ultimate transfer to them of legal title to these 
and other similar properties in France. The Flick Concern was to 
gain legal title to the plants Rombach and Machetn pursuant to 
this general plan. These properties were operated by the Flick 
Concern through a company known as Rombacher Huettenwerke, 
G. m. b. H., from on or about 1 March 1941 until 011 or about 1 Sep-
tember 1944 in accordance with and in execution of said plan and 
program. The defendants Flick, Burkart, K;aletsch, and Weiss are 
charged with responsibility for the foregoing, 

B. IN THE OCCUPIED EAST. Pursuant to the plans and pro-
grams of the Berg- und Huettenwefke Ost, G. m. b. H. (BHO), 
referred to above, the Flick Concern organized, together with the 
Reichswerke Hermanh Goering, a company called Dnjepr Stahl 
G. m.b. H. for the purpose of exploiting  and smelting 
properties in the U.S.S.R. located near the Dnjepr River. The 
Flick Concern operated these properties from about January 1943 
until the  evacuated this region. The defendants Flick,' 
Burkart, Kaletsch, and Weiss are charged with responsibility 
therefor. 

Pursuant to the plans and programs of the BHO, the Siegener 
Maschinenbau A.G. (Siemag) gained possession of the works Woro-
shH.9v at Dnjepropetrowsk in the U.S.S.R. and operated them ,from 
about January 1943 until the evacuation of the  in the fall of 
1943. Siemag was owned principally by Weiss and was controlled 
and influenced by Flick and Weiss, both of whom are charged 
with responsibility therefor. 

, 
In accordance with the ge11eral plans and programs of the Ger-

man occupation authorities, the Flick Concern gained possession of 
.the Vairogs railroad car plants in occupied Riga (Rigaer Waggort-
fabfik "VAIROGS") on or about July 1942. The properties were 
operated by the Flick Concern until the German retreat from Riga 
about September 1944. Flick, Burkart,' Kaletsch, and Weiss are. 
charged with responsibility therefor. 

11. Between'l940 and 1945 the defendants Flick and Steinbrinck 
participated in plans and programs for spoliation of occupied ter- / 
ritories through their positions and membership in, and influence 
on, various o,rganizations of the iron, steel and coal industries, irr-
eluding Reichsvereinigung Eisen, Reichsvereinigung Kohle, Wirt-



schaftsgruppe Eisenschaffende Industrie, ,and subsidiary organiza-
tions of each, and through membership in, and influence on, the 
Kleiner Kreis ("Small Circle") Of leaders of the Nord-West Gruppe 
Eisenschaffende Industrie. . 

Between 1940 and 1945 Steinbrinck participated in. the plans and 
programs for spoliation of western occupied territories by virtue of 
his positions as Plenipotentiary General for the steel industry in 
northern. France, Luxembourg, and Belgium, and  
for coal in France, Holland, Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Between 1941 and 1945 Flick participated in the plans and pro-
grams for spoliation of the U.S.S.R. by virtue of his PQsition as R. 
member of the Verwaltungsrat (supervisory board) of the Berg-
und Huettenwerke Os1. G.m.b.H. (BHO). 

12. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully,   and 
constitl}te violations, of the laws and .customs of war, of inter-
national treaties and conventions, including Articles 46-56, in- . 
illusive, of the Hague Regulations of 1907, of the general principles' 

"of  criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of all civilized 
nations, of the internal penal laws of the countries in which such 
crimes were committed, and of Article II of Control Council Law 
No. 10. 

12  
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COUNT THREE 

13. Between January 1936 and, April 1945 the defendantsFiick, 
Steinbrinck and Kaletsch committed Crimes  Humanity, 
as defineq in Article II of Control Council Law Nq. 100.....in  
they were principals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted, took' a 
consenting part in, and were connected with planS' and enterprises 
involving, persecutions on racial, religious, and political grounds, 
including particularly the "aryanilJation" of properties belonging 
in whole or in part to Jews. . 

 Commencing with Hiller's seizure of power in 1933 and 
increasingly in later years, the Government of the Third Reich 

.systelpatically and ruthlessly persec\lted milliol.1;s of persons on 
political, racial, and religious grounds. As part of these programs 
of peisecution, the German Government pursued a policy of ex-
pelling Jews from economic life. The German Goverillnent. and 

, Nazi  Party embarked on a program involving, threats, pressures 
and coercion generally, formalized and otherwise, to force Jews 
to transfer all or part of their property to non-Jews, a process 
usually, referred to as ·'aryanization". The means of forcing 
Jewish owners to- relinquish their properties included discrimi-
natory. laws,- decrees, orders, and regulations, which made life in 
Germany difficult and unbearable for the owners; tM discrimi-
natory applica\ion of general laws, decrees, orders, and. regula-
tions; seizure of property under spurious charges;' restrictions 
imposed by police action; and particularly theeverpresent threat. of 
the Gestapo to arrest, try, and kill Jews without recourse to any 
reviewing board or court. '. 

15. Toe defendants Flick, Steinbrinck, and Kaletsch and the 
Flipk Concern participated in the planning and executioJ;l of. 
numerous aryanization pn;>jects. Activities in which they partici-
pated included procurement of sales' which were voluntary. in 
form, buf coercive in character, efforts to extend the general 
aryanization laws, and several types of perversion of govern-

- mental authority.  They used their close connections with, high 
government officials to obtain special advantages; and some I 

transactions, including those referred to hereinafter, were carried 
through in close cooperation with officials of the Army High 
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Command (OKW) and of the Office of the Four-Year-Plan, in-
cluding Hermann Goering, who were interested in having the 
properties exploited as fully as possible in. connection with the 
planning, preparation, initiation and waging of German.y's aggres-
sive acts and wars. Examples of aryanization projects in which 
Flick, -SJeinbrinck and Kaletsch were involved during the years 

. 1936 through 1945 included the following properties: 
A.  Hochofenwerk Luebeck A. G. and its  company, 

Rawack and Gruenfeld A.G. 
B.  The extensive br.own coal properties and enterprises in 

central and southeastern Germany owned, directly, or ,indi-
rectly, in substantial part by members of the Petschek fa-
mily,many of. whom were citizens '. of foreign nations, 
including Czechoslovakia. 

Asa result of these aryanization projects: Jewish owners were 
deprived of valuable properties, which were transferred, directly 
or indirectly, to the Flick Concern, the Hermann Goering Works, 
l. G.' Farben,' the Wintershall and Mannesman Concerns and other 
German enterprises. . 

16. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly and 
constitute violations of international conventions, of the general -
principles of criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of 
aU civilized nations, of the internal penal la.ws of the countries in 
which such crimes were committed,and of Article Ilof Control 

. Coull1cil Law No. 10. 
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COUN'T FOUR 

17. Between 30 January 1933ahd April 1945, the defendants 
Flick and Steinbrinck committed War Crimes and Crimes against 
Humanity, as·defined by Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, 
in;that they were accessories to, abetted, took a consepting pa:l:"1 in, 
were connected with plans I and, enterprises involving, and 'were 
members of organizations or groups connected with: murders, 
brutalities, cruelties, tortures, atrocities and other inhumane acts 

,committed by ,the Nazi Party and itS organizations. including, 
principally Die Schutzstaffeln del' Nationalsozialistischen Deut-
schen Arbeiterpartei (commonly' known as the 5'S). The criminal 
activities of the SS included: the guarding and administrath;m of 
concentration camps and the brutal treatment of their inmates; 
subjecting prisoners of war and concentration camp inmates to 
a  of experiments, including freezing to death, and killing 
by poisoned bullets; shooting unarmed prisoners of war; exten-
sive participation in the Nazi slave labor program; murder and 
ill-treatment of the civilian population in occupied countries, 
includirigmassacres such as at Lidice; and persecution and eXler·· 
mination of enormous numbers of Jews and others deemed p.oliti-

p  cally undesirable by the S5; The criminal programs of the' S5 
were so widespread and conducted on such a gigantic scale that 
they were widely known throug4out Germany. . i _ 

1,8. The defendants Flick and  werememhers of a 
group variously known as "Friends of Rimmler", "Freundeskreis" 
(Circle of Friends), and the "Keppler Circle", which" thr9ughout 
the period of the Third Reich, worked closely with the SS, met 
frequently ,and regularly with its leaders, and furnishe'd aid" 
advice, and support to theSS, financial and otherwise. This orga-
nization was composed of ab9ut thirty German business leaders, 
and a number of SS leaders, including Heinrich. Rimmler, head 
of the entire SS 'from 1929 to 1945, Rarl Wolff, Rimmler's Adju':' 
tant, Obergriippenfuehrer and  of other high positions in 
the SS; Oswald Pohl, Chief of the SS Main Economic and Admini-
strative Department; Otto Ohlendorf, a 'leading official of the SS 
Main State Security Department; and Wolfram Sievers, Manager 
of the AhnenerbeSociety and Director of  Institute for Military 
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  The business and industrial  of the 

, Circle included leading officials of the largest enterprises in Ger-
! many in the fields of iron, steel and munitions production, bank-

ing, chemicals. and shipping. These enterprises included I. G. 
Farben, Vereinigte Stahlwerke, Hermann Goering Werke, Brabag, 
Junkers, the Wintershall chemical concern, North German Lloyd 
alld Hamburg American shipping lines, Deutsche Bank, :Dresdner 
Bank, Reichs-Kredit-Gesellschaft, the Stein Bank, and Commerz 

. 'Bank. 
The Circle was -.formed early in 1932 at Hitler's suggestion by 

his economic adviser; Wi'lhelm Keppler. It participated in effec-
ting Hitler's rise to power and made pla'ns for the reorganization 
of German economy in accordance with Hitler's plans. Thereafter 
the Circle met regularly, up to and including early 1945, with 

 Keppler, and other high government officials, and was 
a means of maintaining close cooperation between the largest 

. business and industrial enterprises on the one hand, and the Ger-
man Government, Nazi Party, and the SS on the other. 

"'. .. 

19. Each yeal; from 1933 to 1945, the Circle contributed about 
one million marks to  to aid in financing the activities of 
the SS. During this period, -the 'defendants Flick and Steinbrinck 
made and procured contributions by Flick and the Flick Concern 
to the SS' through the Circle, aggregating at least" one hundred 
thousand marks annually for many years. Flick and the Flick 
Concern, by the action and procurement of Flick and Stein-
brinck, also contributed substantial additional amounts to the SS 
over fhe years 1933 to 1945.. Steinbrinck also procured substantial 

\  contrib1.'ltions by  Stahlwerke A. G. and affiliated enter-
prises to the SS through the Circle in the years 1940 through 1944. 

20. The acts' arid conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully; and knowingly, and 
constitute violations of international conventions, of the laws and 
clistoms of war, of the general. principles of criminal law as 
derived froin the criminal laws of all civilized nations, of the 
internalperial laws of the countries in which such crimes were 
'committed,_andof. ArtiCle IIof G.ontrol Coun91 Law No. to. 

..\ 

, 
./ 
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21. The defendant Steinbrinck is charged with membership, 
subsequent to 1 September-1939, in Die Se4utzstaffeln der Natio-
nalsozialistischen Deutschen A.rbeite.rpartei  known as 
the "SS"), declared to be criminal by the International Military 
Tribunal; and Paragraph 1 (d) of Article I of Control Council 
Law No. 10. 

WHEREFORE, .this Indictment is filed with .the Secretary 
General of the Military Tribunals and the charges' herein made' 
against the above named defendants are hereby presented to the 
Military Tribunals., '-. \ 

TELFORD TAYLOR  
Brigadier General, USA  

Chief of Counsel for War Crimes  
Acting on Behalf of the United  

States of America 

NUl'emberg, 18 March 1947 
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the term "Flick Concern", as used in this indictment refers to 
the business enterprises controlled, influenced and. in substance 
largely owned, by Friedrich Flick. Many additions and changes 
took place during the years 1933 to 1945 both in the physical-
plants included in the Concern and'm' the legal structure in which 
they were contaTned. Corporate reorganizations within the Concern 
were almost constantly in progress. From 1940; to 1945 the general 
nature of the corporate structure was not fundamentally changed 
although certain changes took place in intercorporate stockhold-
ings and companies were added to operate plants in "Occupied 
territories. . • 

The Flick Concern constituted the largest 'privately owned and 
. controlled enterprise in Germany for the production of iron,  
products and armaments. It was surpassed in productive' 
capacity in the industry only by the state-owned Hermann Goe- ' 
ring Works and by Vereinigte Stahlwerke A.G.(United Steel 
Works), in which the government held a substantiaL interest. 
The COl}cern owned and' operated soft coal, hard coal, and iron 
mines; blast furnaces and smelting, coking, and chemical plants, 
including plants for production of synthetic fuel; rolling mills; 
and fabricating plants for manufacture of finished products, such 
as ammunition, armorplate, gun carriages, armored cars and true-ks 
and other panzer materials, airplanes and airplane parts, and 
railroad  parts and locomotives. 

From atJeast 1937 until April 1945 the Flick Concern was lar-
gely owned, directly or indirectly, by a parent holding company 
known as Friedrich Flick Kommanditgesellschaft (FKG), a limi-
ted partnership of which Friedrich Flick was the only personally 
liable partner. At first Flick was the sole .owner of FKG. In form 
most. of ,the ownership of FKG was subsequently transferred to 
Flick's sons, but it was .in substance treated by Flick as his own 
property, and; as the only general  was in complete 
controlof.FKG at all times from 1937 to 1945. The most important 
.of the c9mpanies of the Flick Concern are listed below. Unless 
otherwise indicated Flick ;interests owned a majority of the 
stock of each. Their designation, as companies in the form of 
A.G. or G.m.b.H. (both of which designations describe limited  
liability compapies) is not exclusive; several of the companies  
were changed fr0I!! one form to the other. .  

I 



The  Concern comprised, among other in tel.'ests, the 
following: 

NAME AND LOCAnON 

Anhaltische Kohlenwerke A. G. 
(AKW) 

ATG (Allgemeine Transportan-
lage Maschinenbau) G. m. b. H., 
Leipzig 

Brandenburger Eisenwerke A.G.. 
Brandenburg, near Berlin 

Chemische Wel'ke Essener Stein-
koJ,lle. A. G. Essen 

Eisen,,,erksgesellschaft Maximi-
,lianshuette. A. G. (G.m.b.H. after 
1944) (abbreviated "Maxhuette") 

Essenel' Steinkohlenbergbau A.G.,  
Essen  

Fellawerk A. G. (after 1944, G. 
m. b. H.) Feucht near Nuremberg 

Friedrich Flick Kommanditge-
sellschaft (abbreviated' FKG or 

FFKG) Berlin 

Harpener Bergbau A.G., Dort-
mund 

Hochofenwerk Luebeck A. G. 
 

II 

,NATURE OF COMPANY 

Brown (soft)· coal mines m 
central Germany 

Ail:craft 

Panzer Materials 

Chemicals; o\vnedby Esseller 
Steinkohle 

'. 
Iron mines and smelting  

plants  

Hard coal mines in Ruhr 

Agricultural. machinery 

Liinited partnership which 
was' parent holding company 
of the Concern; it also directly 
O\yned and operated  
properties, includihg Bran-

  denburg and Hennigsdorf 
steel plants. 

Hard ,coal mines in Runr. 
 properties,  

with Essener Steinkohle,  
prised second largest coal 
group in the Ruh]'. 

Wast furnaces 



.  
Linl<e Hofmann 'Werke A.G., 

Breslau 
Maschinenfabrik Donauwoerth 

'G.m.b.H., DOl1auwoerth 
MiUeldeutsche Stahlwerke A. G. 

(after 1943, G.m.b.H.) 
Riese a. d. Elbe 
(abbreviated "Mittelstahl"). 

Saechsische Gusstahlwerke A.G. 
Doehlen . . 

spandauer  
G.m.b.H., Spandau 

Waggon und Maschinenfabrik 
A. G., Bautzen 

(frequently referred to under its 
former name of Busch-Hautzell) 

Tractor . ana truck vehicles 
and railway cars 

Machine works 

Iron and steel  largest 
in Germany outside the Rullt. 

Iron and steel products; ow-
ned 50% by State of' Saxonv 
but largely operated by the 
Flick Concern. 
Steel products. 

Electric locomotives; railway 
cars, couplings. 

NI09$) '2 H}, 47 2ll9"1 
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