Chapter 4
Thousands of thyphus victims buried by British in Bergen Belsen
Bergen Belsen was established in April;· '43 as a
detention and transit camp. In 1944 from July
to December, 1900 Jewish people from .the
camp emigrated to Israel. From September '44
to March '45 over 25,000 former inmates of
Auschwitz and other camps arrived. In early
1945 an outbreak of thyphus spread through the
camp killing thousands of inmates.
British troops arrived on April 15th, '45 to see
thousands of emaciated corpses of thyphus
victims. They immediately prevented anyone
from leaving and earth moving machines were
brought in to dig mass graves in the southern
part of the camp beside the former
crematorium.
(Ref.: Encycl. ofthe Holocaust, pages 185 to 190)

Photo 1About
April 20th,
1945:
Emaciated
bodies
being
thrown into
one of the
mass graves
dug by the
British.
From this
photo the
grave
appears to
be about
3.5 meters
deep and
the walls
are steep
but they are
not caving
in.
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The sizes of the graves were:
1. One large pit measured 20 meters (65 feet)
long and 7 meters (23 feet) wide, and held an
unknown number of bodies, and
2. About four other pits each measured about
15 meters (50 feet) long and and 6 meters (20
feet) wide and also held an unknown number of
bodies.
(measurements were taken from the air photo
on page 20).

Inmates were moved from the southern part of
the camp and sometime after April 25th flamethrowers burned the infected buildings.
(Ref.: Bloch, S., Holocaust ... in Bergen Belsen)
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Photo 3 - About April ;
20th, 1945: (above)
One of the mass graves about
to be covered with earth.
Photo 2 - August 28,
'45: (left)
The Bergen Belsen camp.
Ground scars remain from
about 60 buildings that were
destroyed. Records show that
British troops brought in
flame-throwers and in May
burned the barracks to control
the spread of thyphus.
To the right of the square
field at the bottom of the
photo mass graves had been
fllled in four months earlier.
They are seen as irregular
rectangular or round white
patches.
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50 meters
160 feet

-

four or five graves are covered
mass grave is open
three vehicles visible

Photo 4- April25, 1945: (above)
This is ten days after the British entered the
camp and they have excavated mass graves
to the right of the square block in the center
of the photo. One large pit appears open.
The smaller more symmetrical pits to the
left of the fence could have been dug by the
Germans.
Around the mass graves there are a lot of
ground scars from vehicles moving earth
around and four or five of the pits appear to
have been covered with earth fill. The one
large grave could be in the process of being
filled with corpses. It measures 18 by 7
meters (66 by 23 feet) and has a pile of dirt
11 meters (35 feet) wide on either side. At
least three vehicles are just to the north of
the grave.
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Photo 5April, 1945:
(left)
The British
inspecting the
single open air
crematorium
in which the
Germans were
burning
corpses.
Ref.: Photo 1,
3, and 5 from

Bloch, S.,
Holocaust In
Bergen Belsen.

