Chapter 3
The Katyn Forest 1940 Executions
The largest grave was 35 meters (115 feet) long, 8
meters (23 feet) wide, and 3 meters (10 feet) deep,
holding 2800 neatly stacked bodies. Added end to
end the seven graves measured 96 meters long and
6 meters wide. In May, '43 pine trees were planted
in the cleared area. (Ref.: Anders, pages 191-196)

From 1931 to 1939 the Soviet state police had
erected fences and placed signs to prevent
local villagers from entering a one square
kilometer section of the Katyn forest they
considered their private reserve. Located 15
kilometers (9 miles) west of Smolensk, a
narrow road led one kilometer (5/8 of a mile)
through the forest of 10 to 15 meter (30 to 45
foot) high Spruce and Pine trees to their
interrogation castle on the Dnieper River. In
February 1940 dog patrols started. (Ref.: Paul,
Allen, page 112-120, and Anders, W. , pages 19.
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When ordered in the winter of 1940 to execute
thousands of Polish prisoners of war they had
large graves dug near the centre of the forest
on the side of the narrow winding road. In
1940 from April 3rd to May 11th, 4400
prisoners were moved by train and then by
Soviet 'Black Raven 1 windowless trucks four
kilometers to the graves. Many struggled
while being bound as evidenced by bayonet
wounds, broken arms, legs, and jaws, and
sawdust stuffed into mouths. Each received a
single shot in the back of the head.

The German army, which occupied the area from
July, 1 41, did not discover the gravesite until
February, 1 43 after they searched with villagers
who remembered being near the railway station in
1940 and seeing prisoners being driven towards the
forest. From April to August, 1943 the Germans
dug up and identified 4,143 bodies while hosting
international delegations of forensic experts. In
August another 250 bodies were found in an eighth
grave but there was no time to exhume them.
(Ref.: Lauck, John, pages 18-26)

In September, 1 43 the Soviet army reoccupied the
area and conducted their own investigation digging
up 950 bodies and blaming the Germans. In 1990
the Soviet government admitted responsibility.

(Ref.: Lauck, John, pages 18-21)
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Map 1: The mass graves are labelled in the middle of Inset A. (From: Lauck, John, Katyn Killings.)
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Photo (a): From an airplane looking southeast across the mass graves and entrance road at the top
of the photo. Numerous bodies have been placed next to the graves in order to be identified.

Photo (b): Among the observers who viewed one of the rectangular shaped three meter deep
mass graves were some Canadian, British and American prisoners of war shown in this photo.
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Photo (d): (above) A large number of the
victims were found with their hands tied
behind them.
Photo (c):
(left) The
bodies were
entangled
with each
other and it
took many
workers
months to
dig them up.

Photo (f): A group of European journalists
overlooked the largest mass grave.

Photos on page 10
and 11 are from:
(German Government,

Amtliches Material zum
Massenmord von Katyn.
[Official Material of the
mass murder at Katyn],
printed and published by the
National Socialist
Government in 1943).

Photo (g): Professor Buhtz showed a group of
European forensic specialists some of the methods
the Germans used to identify the bodies.
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Photo 1 - Location:

Gniezdovo rail station

Goat's Wood section of the Katyn forest

Photo 2- January 2, '44: The 'Goat's Wood' section of the Katyn forest is in between the straight
Smolensk to Orsha roadway and the river. The ground surface is wavy with small hills, ridges, and
depressions because of the thick deposits of rock and soil that were deposited by glaciers which
covered the valley about 12,000 years ago. Sound is transmitted poorly over this type of surface.
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Photo 3Sept. 2, '42:
Gniezdovo
Railway station
where an average
of 125 men per
day were
transferred to
'Black Raven'
windowless trucks
in small groups to
be driven to the
Katyn Forest.

300 meters
1000 feet

Dnieper River

probable mass grave site _ __.

Photo 4- July 9, '41: This picture was taken just eight weeks after the executions ended. The photo
is not completely vertical but was taken on a slight angle. It does however show the boundaries of the
forest in relation to the cleared areas. The access road is not visible through the thick foliage. Some
trees may have been cut down a week after this photo was taken when there was heavy fighting in the
area. The clearing in the center is most likely the mass grave site.
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location of mass graves

Photo 5 -Sept. 2, '42: The gravesite area cleared of trees is on the left of the one kilometer (5/8
mile) road from the highway to the river. The graves were not discovered by the Germans until
February, 1943 after searching with villagers who had seen prisoners driven towards the forest,
however if the Germans had heard rumors of executions from local people in 1941 or '42 and looked
at air photos to recognize the only cleared area in the forest, they may have found the graves earlier.
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Photo 6 - Oct. 13, '43: (above)
In a one kilometer (5/8 of a mile)
radius from the gravesite across the
uneven glacial deposits there are no
houses other than the Soviet police
castle on the river and a building on the
right side of the picture one kilometer
from the gravesite (shown in the box).
The Soviets had re-occupied the area
one month before this photo was taken,
but they had not yet disturbed the seven
mass graves which the Germans had
built to rebury the exhumed bodies.

Photo 7(left) The
'interrogation' castle
on the
Dnieper
River used
by the state
police.
(Ref.: Same
as photos on
page 10).
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Photo 8- October 13, '43: To ensure that none of the local villagers would witness prisoners being
unloaded from trucks, executed, and buried, the Soviet state police in 1940 dug mass graves near the
centre of a fenced in one square kilometer (0.6 mile square) thickly wooded section of the Katyn
Forest beside the narrow winding access road.
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Photo 9-

Oct.3,'43:
(left)
Smolensk
located 15
kilometers (10
miles) east of
the gravesite.
This is three
weeks after
there was heavy
fighting in the
area. The roofs
are missing
from almost
. every building,
and vehicles are
visible crossing
the one rebuilt
bridge.

Dnieper
River

Photo 10- October 3, '43:
(left) Heavy fighting occurred
in the Smolensk area in July,
1941 and again in September,
'43. The burned out buildings
are just a small indication of
the devastation.
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