Chapter 2
Firebombing Hamburg creates largest fire in history
On Sunday, July 28th, 1943 from 1 to 2 am
British planes dropped gasoline, phosphorous,
and explosive bombs on the Hamm &
Hammersbrook residential districts of Hamburg,
Germany to create a frrestorm that engulfed a 5
kilometer (3 mile) wide area sending a 2
kilometer (1 114 mile) wide column of flames
soaring 4 kilometers (2 112 miles) high which
pushed superheated gasses a further 8 kilometers
(5 miles). To feed the 600 degree centigrade
(1200 degree Fahrenheit) firestorm, winds
reached 240 kilometers per hour (150 miles per
hour) dragginKuprooted trees and people into
the inferno. (Ref.: Caiden, M., pages 4 to 50)
In oxygen deprived shelters people suffocated
while clawing at blocked exits. On rubble strewn
streets people
choking gasses, burning
debris, and walls of flame. They scrambled to
the Elbe or Alster Rivers writhing in pain from
boiling asphalt and burning phosphorous.
Children were dragged into the flames or stuck
to boiling asphalt. Thousands simply vapourized.
Many who reached the rivers died unable to stop
the burning phosphorous.

For 10 days from July 24th to August 2nd,
1943, British night and American day bombing
completely demolished a seven kilometer (4 112
mile) wide area and severely damaged a 12
kilometer (7 112 mile) wide zone destroying
300,000 dwellings and killing over 100,000
people.

In cellars rescuers found shriveled remains and
melted pools of glass, bones, and fat. Charred
grotesque figures littered the streets.
Unrecognizable bodies were loaded into trucks
and driven to Ohlsdorf cemetery in the northern
section of the city. Here four mass graves each
measuring 130 meters (420 feet) long and 16
meters (50 feet) wide were dug in the sandy soil
in the form of a cross by workers assisted by a
mechanical excavator. Truck drivers
approximated the numbers in their loads before
the unidentified bodies were raked into the pits.
Each of the four graves held an estimated 10,000
bodies. The bombing of Hamburg was over.
(Ref.: Middlebrook, M., pages 356-366, & plate 40)

Photo 1 -July, '40: Three of the charred corpses that were most
likely driven to the Ohlsdorf cemetery for burial. There was no
attempt to identify thousands of the blackened shriveled corpses.
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Photo 2 - The Nikolaifleet
waterway in the Altstadt
before the 1943 bombing.

Photo 3 - taken after
July, '43: A 112
kilometer (1/4 mile) wide
section of the seven
kilometer (4 112 mile)
wide area destroyed in the
firebombing. Only walls
stand in these five story
buildings. This oblique
photo would not have
been as useful to British
and American air photo
interpreters assessing the
damage as the vertical air
photo below.
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Hamburg
between
the narrow
canals
about 113
of the
buildings
were
reduced to
rubble and
2/3 were
completely
burned out
with only
their walls
left
standing.
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Photo 5 - taken after 1950:
One of the four mass graves in the Ohlsdorf
cemetery. The district names which were bombed
are on the signs, includmg Hammersbrook and
Hamm directly in front of the brick memorial. The
graves were built in the form of a cross so that
access could be gained from all sides and the piles
of dirt would not interfere with the work. The grave
sizes are shown on the right.

Ref: Photos 1,2 3,5- Middlebrook, M., Battle of Britain,
and photo 4 - British Air Minbistry, Evidence in Camera.
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each grave=
10,000
bodies
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16 meters
(50 feet) wide

